
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Willie Walsh, Bishop of Killaloe will administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday 8 May at 11am in 
St Brendan's Church. Confirmation is very closely linked with 
the Sacrament of Baptism; Baptism is the first Sacrament of 
initiation - it is the Sacrament that brings us into the Church. 
Confirmation is the second stage of Christian initiation; it is 
the Sacrament of spiritual maturity and strengthens those 
who receive it to fulfil a new role in the Church. 
Please pray for all the boys and girls who will be confirmed on 
next Saturday and pray also for their families and teachers, 
and all who have helped them to prepare for this great day. 
  

 

A Prayer for Confirmation  
(translated from Irish by Brendan O'Reilly) 

On these shoulders the yoke of God's law. 
In this head the spirit of wonder, 

This forehead marked with the Sign of Christ, 
The Spirit sound in these ears like thunder. 

Within this nose the Spirit scent, 
Heavenly conversation in this voice, 

God's own work stamped on these hands, 
To benefit all - the Christian choice. 
God grant my feet not to walk alone, 

But with the Lord of all to find a home. 
  

Please note that due to the Confirmation ceremony on Satur-
day next, morning Mass that day will  be at 9.30am and 
parking in church grounds will be restricted.  
  
 
 
 
 
Please be considerate of those with disabilities and do not 
park in or block their car park spaces in the church grounds. 
A number of drivers park across these spaces and this is un-
fair to those for whom this area is reserved.  
  

Items for the noticeboards should be handed into the Par-
ish Office. All unsolicited material put on to noticeboards or 
left around the church is removed for recycling. Please help 
keep your church tidy.  
 

Please note that there is no 7.30am Mass on Bank Holiday 
Monday, 3rd May. 
  

First Friday of May is next Friday, 7th May; Mass in Birr is at 
the usual times and in Carrig at 7.30pm. Confessions will be 
available before Mass.  
 

 If you borrowed a pyx to bring Holy Communion to the sick 
and are no longer using it, please return it to the sacristy - 
thank you. 
 

Birr Apostolic Workers will hold their annual display and 
raffle in the Conference Room at the rear of the church this 
Saturday and Sunday after all Masses and from 2 p.m.—5 
p.m. On Sunday. Everyone is very welcome. 
 

Prayer for Vocations 
Lord, make us generous people 

More considerate towards others, 
More honest with ourselves, 

More faithful to you. 
Help us all to find our true vocation in life, 

So that through it we may find happiness ourselves 
And bring happiness to others. 

Lord grant those whom you call to  
The priesthood or religious life 

The generosity to answer your call 
So that those who seek your help 

May always find it. Amen 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

St. Thérese National Day - Monday 3rd May 2010 (Public 
Holiday) in the Basilica of our Lady, Knock Shrine, Co. Mayo. 
 

Annual Mass in Clonoghill Cemetery on Wednesday 14th 
July at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Monday 3rd - Sts Philip and James Apostles - Philip was a 
follower of John the Baptist before he became a follower of 
Jesus, and James was a ruler of the Church in Jerusalem 
before being martyred around the year 62. 
Tuesday 4th - St Conleth - A native of Wicklow, St Brigid 
persuaded him to be the priest for her community in Kildare. 
Wednesday 5th - Blessed Edmund Rice (1762-18440) - He 
dedicated his life to the education of the poor following his 
wife's early death.  
 

Pope's Intentions for May 
General: That the shameful and monstrous commerce in hu-
man beings, which sadly involves millions of women and chil-
dren, may be ended. 
Mission: That ordained ministers, religious women and men, 
and lay people involved in apostolic work may understand 
how to infuse missionary enthusiasm into the communities 
entrusted to their care.  
 

Prayer for a new bishop 

"Let us pray for a new Bishop - Eternal God, shepherd and 
guide, in your mercy give your Church in the diocese of 
Killaloe, a shepherd after your own heart, who will walk in 
your ways, and with loving care watch over your people. Give 
us a leader of vision and a teacher of your truth. So may your 
Church be built up and your name glorified, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen." 
 

Community News  
 

Ramblers in Eireann -Sunday 2nd May. Meet at 2:30pm 

in the Convent car park, Birr for a walk lead by historian Mar-
garet Hogan. The walk will include Gallows Hill, Bully's Acre 
and the site of the first GAA All Ireland and many other inter-
esting stops in Birr. All welcome. Non members €3.  
 

Alzheimerõs Tea Day Party will be held on Thursday 6th 

May between 10a.m. and 3p.m. in the Regional Office on 
John‟s Place, Birr. All are very welcome and all proceeds will 
go to the Alzheimer Society. 
 

Loving Our Out K ids  is an Irish Support Website for par-

ents of gay (LGBT) children  -  www.lovingouroutkids.org.  If 
you would like to talk to someone in confidence, contact 
“Parent Support” on  087-2537699. 
 

Host Families for French Students required in July 

(7th-20th or 17th-30th). If interested text name and number to 
087-4154983 or call Marie on 9121202 after 6 p.m. 
 

West Offaly Training is taking names for the „Computers 

for Kids‟ summer camps which will take place during July and 
August. An intensive ECDL course is also being organised in 
Crank House this summer. For more details, call Carmel on 
057-9152003. 
 

Birr Resource Centre is a community facility, providing 

affordable meeting space for community and voluntary 
groups. There is also a free administration service available 
to local groups. For more information call Mary on 057-
9121912 or email birrresourcecentre@eircom.net 
 

Children of Chernobyl —host families required for the 

month of July. Please contact John on 087-7958553. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter  must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please Sing With Us 

Regina caeli 
Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia.  

Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia.  
Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia.  
Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia. 

 

Love is His Word 

Love is His word, Love is His way,  
Feasting with men, fasting alone,  

Living and dying, rising again 
Love only love is His way. 

 

Love is His name, Love is His law,  
Hear His command, all who are his,  
ôLove one another, I have loved youõ 

Love only love is His law. 
 

A New Commandment 
A new commandment I give unto you:  

That you love one another as I have loved you,  
That you love one another as I have loved you.  

 

The Queen of the May 
 

Bring flowers of the fairest 
Bring flowers of the rarest 
From garden and woodland 

And hillside and vale 
Our full hearts are swelling 

Our Glad voices telling 
The praise of the loveliest 

Rose of the vale 
 

O Mary! we crown thee with blossoms today  
Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May  

O Mary! we crown thee with blossoms today  
Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May  

 

Sat 1st 7.30 p.m. Billy Watson, Derek Maher 
Mary Bridget & Danny Egan 

Sun 2nd 8.30 a.m. Patrick & Aileen OôGorman & Peg Scully 
& family 
Dolores Clarke 

 10.30 a.m. Stan Hayes (1st Ann) 
Joe Kennedy  
Johnny Carroll, Jack Carry 

 12 Noon Joe Kennedy (MM) 
Annie Harte (1st Ann) 
Jack & Sadie McKenna 
Maisie Finnerty 
Joe & Delia Barry 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 3rd 10.00 a.m.  

Tue 4th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Wed 5th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Thu 6th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 7th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 8th 9.30 a.m. Kieran Pilkington 

 7.30 p.m. Joe Donoghue, Sean Featherstone 
Hubert, Mary & Mary Ellen Coughlan & 
family 

Sun 9th 8.30 a.m. Paddy & Nancy Hernon 

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon Rita OôMeara (MM) 
Bridie Smyth (MM) 
Winnie Kinsella (1st Ann) 
Michael (Dom) Egan 
Jim & Kathleen Colohan 
Michael Calvey 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - û3,094 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 9th May -  

                            Geraldine Connaughton 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 9th May - J. & V. Woods 

If you are planning to marry in the Diocese of Killaloe, 
please note that you are required to attend a marriage 
preparation course organised by ACCORD or at Esker Mon-
astery outside Athenry.  
Contact one of the local priests for further information and 
other details of what you need to do in preparing for mar-
riage  

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the souls of   

Rita OõRourke, mother of Hugh,  

Peter Hogan brother of  

Freda Kinsella  

Sponsored  
  

Anonymously 

Education Fund Collection —A very sincere thank you 

for your generosity to this collection that was taken up last 
weekend. 


