
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
This weekend we say farewell to Ger Jones who has been 
with us over the past month, experiencing life in the parish of 
Birr. He will return to the Irish College in Rome in September 
to continue his studies for priesthood. We thank him for his 
words at weekday & Sunday Masses and we hope that he 
enjoyed his time here in Birr. Please keep him in your 
prayers, especially in the year ahead as, le cúnamh Dé, he 
will be ordained a deacon on Easter Monday 2010.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lourdes Sick Pilgrim Appeal 
The annual collection to help support and finance sick and 
seriously ill pilgrims on this years Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes will be held next weekend at all Masses. Your gener-
osity to this appeal will enable sick people to experience 
peace and blessings at the Grotto of Lourdes. The next Di-
ocesan Pilgrimage will take place on September 22nd-27th 

 

Community News 
 

 

Ramblers in Eirinn Sunday 2nd August. Meet in the car 

park at Crank House, Main Street, Banagher at 2pm for a 
walk which includes a visit to Victoria Lock and historic 
Meelick Abbey. Rereshments afterwards. All welcome. Non 
members €3. 
 

Monastic Vocation - Single women interested in finding 

out more about a Carmelite Monastic Vocation are invited to 
join in our life of prayer, liturgy and work for the weekend 28th 
-  30th August. For more information visit our website: 
www.carmelitemonasterydelgany.ie  Or write to: Prioress, 
Carmelite Monastery, Delgany, Co. Wicklow. 
 

Birr Apostolic Works Society will hold their annual 

church collection this weekend in aid of the missions. Your 
usual generous support will be gratefully appreciated. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration - Adorers urgently required for 

Sundays 2pm-3pm and 3pm-4pm. Otherwise it will have to 
close on Sundays. If you can help please contact the parish 
office. 
 

Clomacnois Youth Festival - runs from 13 - 16 August 

and is free to all. Just bring a sleeping bag! Please check out 
www.youth2000.ie for more details. 
 

Gamcare Ireland is an organisation which supports those 

affected by problem gambling. Help-Line 1800 246 139 is 
available to talk to a trained advisor for counselling support, 
information and advice 8.00 a.m. to midnight seven days a 
week. 
 

Drugs/HIV Helpline - Freephone 1800 459 459 
 

Lourdes Diocesan Autumn Pilgrimage will leave 

Shannon Airport on Tuesday September 22nd and return on 
Sunday 27th. Cost €660. Booking forms may be obtained 
from Joe Walsh Tours, 143 Lwr. Baggot St., Dublin 2. Tel. 01-
2410810. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

First Friday - Next Friday, 7th August is First Friday. Mass 
will be at 10.00 a.m. in St. Brendan’s and 7.30 p.m. in Carrig. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Children's Liturgy will return in September and will run 
at the 10.30 a.m. Mass on the following Sundays, 27th Sep-
tember, 25th October, 22nd November, 6th, 13th, 20th, 25th 
and 27th of December . If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact the priest on duty or leave your name into the 
Parish Office.  
 

September 13th - National Grandparents Pilgrimage to 
Knock. This years pilgrimage will see the launching of the 
National Grandparents Association which has been formed to 
set up parish groups for grandparents around the country to 
better enable them to pass on the faith. 
 

November 23rd - December 1st 2009 - A Solemn Novena 
will take place in Birr from Monday 23 November to Tuesday 
1 December 2009. Its theme will be ‘Lord that I may see! 
Seeking a vision for our day'. A team from the Redemptorist 
Fathers will conduct the Novena and in the coming months 
we will be highlighting the various events that will take place 
during the Novena. So, put it in your diary today! 
 
 

Feast Days  this Week 
Tuesday 4th - St. John Vianney   1786-1859  Overcame 
great obstacles on his way to being ordained a priest. He had 
a great gift for seeing into the depths of the soul and while 
parish priest in a small French village, spent 12-16 hours a 
day in the confessional as many people came to him. He is 
patron saint of priests. 
Friday 7th - St. Sixtus II  Pope and his four deacon compan-
ions were puyt to death in 258 
St. Cajetan 1480-147  Founder of a religious order that 
wanted to renew sacramental life in the Church 
Saturday 8th - St. Dominic 1170-1221  He was the founder 
of the Order of Preachers, or Dominicans. He was an ex-
tremely holy man and was a wonderful minister to the poor 
and needy. 
 

Other feasts celebrated in this coming week are the Dedica-
tion of the Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome (on Wednesday 
5th) This church was built after the Council of Ephesus in 431 
and was the first church in the West named in honour of the 
Mother of God. 
The Transfiguration of the Lord is celebrated on Thursday 
6th.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m.  

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are intending to marry in the Catholic church in the 
Diocese of Killaloe you are required to attend a Marriage 
Preparation Course organised by either ACCORD (1850 58 
5000/www.accord.ie) or Esker Retreat House (091 844549/
www.eskercommunity.net)  
You should make contact with the priest who will celebrate 
your wedding or the priest on duty for information on other 
necessary requirements and try to allow yourself at least six 
months preparation time.  

 ****** 
The sale of Mass cards in shops is illegal under the 
amended Charities Act of 2009. This change in the law was 
brought about because a number of companies were circulat-
ing cards to shops and not making the shop-owners aware 
that the cards had bogus signatures or were using priest's 
names without the permission of the priests concerned. The 
sale of Mass cards can only take place where the Diocesan 
Bishop has given written permission, and Bishop Walsh has 
not consented to any Mass cards being sold. 

 ****** 
If you have access to the internet, you can follow church ser-
vices from a number of different churches and monasteries 
on www.churchservices.tv   Mass, morning & evening 
prayer and other services are broadcast every day and there 
is a timetable of broadcasts on the site. The broadcasts come 
from the Augustinians in Cork, Redemptorists in Limerick and 
Clonard, Redemptoristine Nuns in Dublin, Mount Argus in 
Dublin, Cork Cathedral & Portlaoise Parish. 

 ****** 
Please Note : Anyone wishing to leave printed material in the 
Church is asked to contact the Priest on duty beforehand. 
Unsolicited material is removed for recycling. If you have a 
poster for the church noticeboards please leave it in the 
Parish Office. Do not place it on the noticeboards as they be-
come cluttered with posters placed over notices already in 
place. Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sat 1st 7.30 p.m. Peter McEvoy (MM) 
Billy & Joan Grimes 
Patricia Parsons 
William & Margaret Murdock 

Sun 2nd 8.30 a.m. John Davis (1st Ann) 
Paul Kealey 

 10.30 a.m. Eileen & Paddy Williams 
Sheila & Paddy Slattery 

 12 Noon Dolly King 
Kathleen & Sally Scully 
Alan Brennan 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Hoare & O’Brien families 

Mon 3rd 10.00 a.m. People of the Parish 

Tue 4th 10.00 a.m. Charles Fleury & family 

Wed 5th 10.00 a.m.  

Thu 6th 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 7th 10.00 a.m.  

Carrig 7.30 p.m.  

Sat 8th 10.00 a.m. Michaela Kenny 

 7.30 p.m. Gerard Murphy (1st Ann) 
Nellie Kelly 
Jimmy Hayes & family 

Sun 9th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Bill Owens (1st Ann) 
Nancy Talbot 
Christy Featherstone 
Paddy Mellsop 

 12 Noon Sean Colclough 
Joe Sheridan 
Lill Roe 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahir—057-9120097 

Fr. David Carroll—057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddan—057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbert—057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. –12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendan’s 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Your prayers are requested for 

the repose of the souls of   

Fr. Michael McNamara, PP, 

Doora-Barefield,  

Fr. Neil Campion, AP, Killimer-

Knockerra. 

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,245 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 9th August - K. Cashen 

 
Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 9th August - M. O’Gorman & R. O’Brien 

Sponsors are needed for the Newsletter for 
the months August through to December  

Please note that there is no 7.30am Mass  

during August.  

Details of our parish library are available online at 
www.stbrendansbirr.ie These books cover the areas of 
spirituality, theology & history. They are available for loan 
by contacting the Parish Office or Priest on duty. More 
books are being added over the Summer so please keep a 
check online for availability.  

Some people have suggested that the handshake at the 
Sign of Peace should be suspended as a precaution in 
relation to the swine flu. The HSE has advised us that 
such a suspension is unnecessary. They advise however 
that people with flu symptoms should absent themselves 
from any gatherings.  We should of course respect the 
fears of someone who may prefer to smile or wave the 
hand at the sign of peace. 
 
+ Willie Walsh 

Appeal - Fr. Denis Harnett (Oblate) will preach this com-
ing weekend, 8th & 9th August, at all Masses. He will be 
promoting the ‘Advocate’ - Oblate Missionary Magazine. 

Some definitions to ponder: 
 

Amateur carpenter: a carpenter who resembles 
lightning; he never strikes twice in the same place. 
Careful driver: the fellow who has made the last 
payment on his car. 
Loft: a place where you keep the things you will 

never want until after you throw them away. 
Babysitter: a person you pay who invites friends to 
your house to keep your children awake. 
Bus driver: the person who tells you where to get 
off. 
Dieting: the penalty for exceeding the feed limit. 
Reckless driver: the other motorist. 

http://www.carmelitemonasterydelgany.ie/

