BIRR PARISH

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Tony Cahir

Parish Mobile: 086 3531955
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie

Parish Office Opening Hours

the Annunciation
Carrig

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
10.30 am.112.15 p.m.

Parish Office: 057 9122028
Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie
o Fr. Tony Cahir—057-9120097
St Br e nda nPrsDavid Carroll—057-9120098
Birr Fr. Michael Reddan—057-9121757
Fr. Pat Gilbert—057-9120098
Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.
Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.
Remembered in Mass this week
Sat 2nd Tom & Christina Brereton
Michael Grennan
Maureen Whelan
Sun 3rd 8.30 a.m.  Bodik, Kazimir, Hlac & Rakos families
10.30 a.m. Andrew McDonnell
Agnes Pardy, Bridget Fogarty & Evan
Hogan
12 Noon Kathleen Cassidy (1st Ann)
Tom Ryan (1st Ann) and wife Mary
Mai O’Keeffe
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
Mon 4th 7.30 a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m.
Tue 5th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Dinny Tierney
Margaret Kelly
Carrig 7.30 p.m.
Wed 6th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Mary Tierney & family
Mary & Tom Brummell
John & Bridgid Doyle
7.30 p.m.  Rita Molloy,
Mollie O'Byrne
Thu 7th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Fri 8th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Sat 9th 10.00 a.m. Monica Connery (MM)
7.30 p.m.  Christy & Nora Cleary & Tommy Pey
Jack & Mary Scully
Margaret & Tobias Halpin &
Catherine & Martin Lalor
Sun 10th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. John & Mary Carroll
Margaret Pilton
12 Noon Tommy Wrafter & family
Ellen & James Feehily
Noel & Joan Corboy
6.30 p.m.  Mass for Polish Community
Carrig 9.30 a.m.

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday -0 2 , 4

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 10th January -
A. Hoctor

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 10th January - D. Naughton & E. Dolphin-Murray

If you are planning to marry in the Catholic Church, you
should contact any of the local priests who are best to ad-
vise you on what you need to do. In the Diocese of Killaloe
you must attend a marriage preparation course that is offi-
cially recognised and at present only ACCORD, 1850 58
5000 or www.accord.ie or the courses offered by Esker Mon-
astery, 091 844549 are acceptable in the Diocese. Allow
yourself at least six months for preparations before your pre-
ferred date for Marriage.

NEW YEAR PRAYER
Holy Father,

God of our yesterdays, our today, and our tomorrows.
We praise You for Your unequaled greatness.
Thank You for the year behind us and for the year ahead.
Help us in the new year, Father, to fret less and laugh more.
To teach our children to laugh by laughing with them.
To teach others to love by loving them.
Knowing, when Love came to the stable in Bethlehem,
He came for us.

So that Love could be with us, and we could know You.
That we could share Love with others.

Help us, Father, to hear Your love song in every sunrise,
in the chirping of sparrows in our backyards,
in the stories of our old folks,
and the fantasies of our children.

Help us to stop and listen to Your love songs,
so that we may know You better and better.

We rejoice in the world You loved into being.
Thank You for another new year
and for new chances every day.

We pray for peace, for light, and for hope, that we might
spread them to others.

Forgive us for falling short this past year.

We leave the irreparable past in your hands, and step out
into the unknown new year knowing You will go with us.
We accept Your gift of a new year and we rejoice in what's
ahead, depending on You
to help us do exactly what You want.
| say it again, we rejoice!

In Jesus name, Amen.

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the souls of

Sarah Nugent , Al i ce
Nicholas Fox, brother of Peter,
Seamus Kerrigan, brother of
Phonsie, Betty Cotter, sister of Bro. Denis.

Sincere thanks to all the people who
so generously and willingly gave of
their time and talent to our parish in
2009. To all who had our churches
and grounds looking so well for Christ-

mas. To all in the various ministries
and to Liam and the FAS team who continue to support us.
Mile Buiochas.

Feast of the Epiphany

Wednesday 6th January is the Feast of the Epiphany and a
Holyday of Obligation.

This feast marks the arrival of the wise men of the East to the
stable in Bethlehem. Whether kings, wise men or astrologers,
the importance of the Epiphany lies in the fact that these
three travelled to pay homage to a new born child. A mes-
sage of peace and hope for all humankind, not just a particu-
lar race or faith.

Mass times for the Epiphany —Vigil Mass in Carrig at 7.30

p.m. on Monday evening. Masses at 8.30 a.m., 10.30 a.m.
and 7.30 p.m. in Birr. There will be no 12 Noon mass.

Please note that the 7.30am Mass will resume on Monday 4
January.

Pay a visit to our Crib and spend a moment in prayer; here
is one that you might like to use:
‘May the light of the Christ child shine into the
darkness of our war-torn world and
give peace to all nations.
May the light of the Christ child come into
the darkness in Ireland and any darkness
that we may have in our neighbourhood.
May the Christ child bring us harmony,
peace and happiness. Amen.'

Community News

Liturgy Group - Next meeting on Wednesday 6th January
at 8.30 p.m.

Parish Calendar 2010 - new available on Altar rails.

Children of Chernobyl Variety Concert in Carrig Hall
on Friday 8th January at 8.00 p.m. Music by Tadg Maher &
his Traditional Group and other well known artists. All wel-
come.

Birr Comhaltas Annual Feile na Nollag in County
Arms Hotel on Monday 4th January commencing at 8.30 p.m.
Irish music and song with music for Ceili, Old Time and Set
Dancing by the Davy Joe Fallon Ceili Band. Céad Mile Failte.

Study Theology from Home - The Priory Institute, Tal-
laght offers a certificate, diploma, and degree in theology spe-
cifically designed for lay people. For more information please
contact the Priory Institute, Tallaght on 01-4048124 or email
enquiries@prioryinstitute.com

Senior Help Line - Do you need someone to talk

to? Senior Help Line is a confidential listening service for
older people by older people for the price of a local call any-
where in Ireland, LoCall 1850 440 444. Senior Help Line is
open every day from 10 am till 4 pm and 7 pm till 10 pm, 365
days & Vedr. |

Senior Help Line's trained older volunteers offer a friendly,
listening and non-judgmental ear to all callers. So don't be
alone with your problem. Lifting the phone lessens the loneli-
ness. We will be waiting for your call. LoCall 1850 440 444.

Happy New Year

Wishing you all a peaceful
and prosperous 2010

DATE FOR THE DIARY

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place from 18
-25 January and will be marked by an opportunity for prayer
and petition in St Brendan's Church of Ireland. The church
will be open on Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 January, during
which time you will have the chance to reflect and pray for
your particular needs. Evening Prayer on Sunday 24 January
at 7.30pm will close the week of prayer. More details will be
published in the coming weeks.

Feast Days this Week

Tuesday 5th — St. Charles of St. Andrew - a Dutchman who
spent his time as a priest in Mount Argus in Dublin in the
nineteenth century. He was particularly known for his work for
the poor and his time in the confessional.

Thursday 7th - St. Raymond of Penafort 117-1275, he joined
the Dominican order and a lot of his work involved the organi-
sation of Church law. He was appointed Archbishop of Tar-
ragona in Spain, but declined the office, instead concentrat-
ing on his work.

Peace Prayer
of St. Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
when there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.

Grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood, as to understand,
to be loved as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Christmas Mass Bouquets
A cheque for 043, 000, t he
Christmas Mass Bouquets, will be forwarded to Fr.
Peter Muldowney, parish priest of Clareen for

'Kilimanjaro Direct’ charity; this charity is at present
planning to build and equip a school using local la-
bour. Many thanks to all for supporting this worth-
while project.

Sponsored by
County Arms Hotel
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