
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A very sincere thank you for your generosity to the Priests 
Easter Collection last weekend. Envelopes can still be given 
into the Parish Office. 
 

Please keep in your prayers Ger Jones, who was with us 
here in Birr last Summer, and will be ordained a deacon in 
Rome on Easter Monday.  
 

Could you turn your hand to becoming a priest?  Does 
your current Job fit you? Why not look beyond the norm? 
Come along to a Vocations open day on April 17th in Mount 
St. Joseph Abbey Roscrea and spend some time with like 
minded men to explore new possibilities for your future?  To 
book or for further information contact Fr. Iggy McCor-
mack Tel: 086-2777139 ignaid@hotmail.com 
 

Please note that there will not be any 7.30am Mass in the 
coming week. 
 

Thanks to all who took part in our Holy Week ceremonies 
and all who helped to prepare for them. Your contributions 
are all very much appreciated. We also thank you for your 
presence with us during Holy Week. Míle buíochas. 
  

Copies of Pope Benedict XVI's pastoral letter to the 
Catholics of Ireland are available in church porches. We 
apologise for the delay in circulating the letter; we received it 
during the past week.  
 

 Community News 
 

Ramblers in Eireann - Easter Sunday 4th April. Meet at 

2.30pm in the main car park at Clonfert.  All welcome.  
 

Table Quiz will be held in Noonan’s, Ballingarry on Friday 

9th April 2010 at 9pm to raise funds for Jean White who will 
work with Railway Children in the slums of Calcutta, as part of 
the Suas 2010 Volunteer Programme. All are welcome. 
 

Irish Dance Classes by Stephanie Power will commence 

on Monday April 12th in the County Arms Hotel, Birr. Contact 
087 - 7536332 / 090 - 9741239 for more details. 
 

Children of Chernobyl—Variety concert in Dooly’s hotel 

on Friday 9th April at 8.00 p.m. Guests include Tadg Maher of 
Bru Boru . Also host families required for the month of July. 
Please contact John on 087-7958553. 
 

Birr Citizens Information Centre will reopen on Thurs-

day 8th April.   
 

Services for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People -

Wednesday 7th & 21st April, at the Old Health Centre, Johns 
Terrace, Birr, from 10am to 1pm.   HSE hearing aids can re-
ceive minor repairs and batteries for all hearing aids can be 
purchased for €3 for a packet of 6. For a free hearing test in 
Tullamore, please contact the resource office.  For more in-
formation please contact: Tel: 057 9351606. 
 

Roscrea Spring Conference 2010 - 9th –11th April in 

Mount St. Joseph’s Abbey. The theme for this conference is ‘ 
The Gaelic world and Irish Christianity before the Vikings’. 
For more info call Dom Kevin Daly on 0505-21711. 
 

Offaly County Childcare Committee are hosting a 4 

night Childminding in the Home/QAP course, beginning on 
14th April in Tullamore. For more information call Fiona on 
057-9370631. 

The Parish Office  will re-open on Thursday 8th 
April. 
 
 

Pope's Intentions for April 
General: That every tendency to fundamentalism and ex-
tremism may be countered by constant respect, by tolerance 
and by dialogue among all believers. 
Mission: That Christians persecuted for the sake of the Gos-
pel may persevere, sustained by the Holy Spirit, in faithfully 
witnessing to the love of God for the entire human race. 
 
During Holy Week and Easter week, saints feast days are 
not celebrated in the Church calendar. We will resume the 
listings next week. 
 
 

The Easter Challenge (Joyce Rupp) 
 

Every year it happens;  
earth shakes her sleepy head, 
still a bit wintered and dull, 
and feels new life stirring 

 
Every year cocoons give up their treasures, 

fresh shoots push through brown leaves, 
seemingly dead branches shine with green, 

and singing birds find their way home 
 

Every year we hear the stories 
empty tomb, surprised grievers, 

runners with news and revelation, 
unexpected encounters, 

conversations on the road, 
tales of nets filling with fish, 
and breakfast on a seashore 

 
And every year 

the dull and dead in us 
meets our Easter challenge: 

  
to be open to the unexpected, 
to believe beyond our security, 
to welcome God in every form, 
and trust in our own greening 

 

Prayer for a new bishop 

"Let us pray for a new Bishop - Eternal God, shepherd and 
guide, in your mercy give your Church in the diocese of 
Killaloe, a shepherd after your own heart, who will walk in 
your ways, and with loving care watch over your people. Give 
us a leader of vision and a teacher of your truth. So may your 
Church be built up and your name glorified, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen." 
 
 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Trocaire’s Lenten Campaign 
 

Please return your Trocaire boxes and envelopes to the sac-
risty or the Parish Office. Please do not leave boxes on unat-
tended altar rails. Sincere thanks for your generosity. 
 
Trócaire depend on your help to continue their work. They 
work in 124 programmes across 38 countries. All their pro-
grammes are carried out in partnership with local groups in 
the developing world. Local people drive their own solutions 
and these solutions are not forced on the people themselves. 
As far as is possible all the required goods and items are 
sourced locally, meaning that the local economy is sustained 
and less is spent on transportation and administrative costs. 
Over 91% of funds raised goes directly to charitable expendi-
ture; please be as generous as you can. Visit 
www.trocaire.org for more details. 
 

An Easter Prayer 
 

May the glory 
and the promise 

of this joyous time of year 
Bring peace 

and happiness to you 
and those you hold most dear, 

And may Christ, 
Our Risen Saviour, 

always be there by your side 
To bless you 

most abundantly 
and be your loving guide.  

 

 

Sat 3rd 9.00 p.m. Easter Vigil 

Sun 4th 6.30 a.m. Dawn Mass 

 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon  

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 5th 10.00 a.m. Tom Fogarty 

Tue 6th 10.00 a.m. Claire Shakespeare 

Wed 7th 10.00 a.m. Sonny Carter 

Thu 8th 10.00 a.m. Anne Cantwell 

Fri 9th 10.00 a.m. Christy Ingram & family 

Sat 10th 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Frank Coughlan (MM) 
Jim & Lily Reid 
Michael & Margaret Molloy 
Johnny & Harry Ryan 

Sun 11th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Brendan Murphy 
Christy Loughnane & Teresa Queeney 
Dorothy Mee 

 12 Noon Jim Normile (MM) 
Vera Tobin & family 
Joe & Phil Shortt & Annie Shortt 
Seamus Hogan 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Billy Pender 
Dolly & Tom Butler 

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,132 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 11th April -  

                            Bernadette Turner 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 11th April - M. O’Connor & Sr. Anne 

Sponsored  
 

Anonymously 

If you are planning to marry in the Diocese of Killaloe, 
please note that you are required to attend a marriage 
preparation course organised by ACCORD or at Esker Mon-
astery outside Athenry.  
Contact one of the local priests for further information and 
other details of what you need to do in preparing for mar-
riage  

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the soul of   

Kathleen Kinnarney 

 

Newsletter Sponsors needed. If you would like to help 
please contact one of the priests or the Parish Office. 

WISHING YOU A 

VERY Happy and  

Joyful Easter  

A great person is a generous person.  

Giving and greatness go hand in hand. 

They are one and the same,  

because to give is to love and  

to love is the supreme duty of each person. 

We wish to take this opportunity to wish all of 
you every blessing at Easter. A special 
céad míle fáilte to those of you who are 
home for the holiday period, or anyone who 
may be visiting Birr at this time. We hope that 
you have a pleasant and safe holiday. Bain 
taitneamh as na laethanta saoire.  

mailto:ignaid@hotmail.com
http://www.trocaire.org

