
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sub-committee of the Parish Pastoral Council has been 

working on a vision statement and mission statement 
for the parish of Birr. The draft text below was presented 

to the June meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council and we 
are now publishing the proposed statement here in the news-
letter. The purpose of the statement is to give a sense of how 
the parish might develop and grow in the coming years, and 
in particular how the Parish Pastoral Council may develop 
and encourage the growth of the parish.  
Your comments on the statement are welcome: you can con-
tact any of the priests or the parish office directly using the 
contact numbers/email at the top of the newsletter. It is in-
tended to present the final statement in the Autumn.  You 
can read more about the development of the statement 
online at www.stbrendansbirr.ie. 

 
Vision & Mission Statement 

The people of our parish, believing in and inspired by  
Jesus Christ, are committed to making our parish a place 
where each person feels welcome, accepted and valued. 
Together we strive to build up a dynamic, caring and 
Christian community that is characterised by faith,  
mission, worship and service.  
The Parish Pastoral Council brings together lay people, 
religious and the ordained, to ensure the fulfilment of this 
vision, enhancing the quality of parish life and parish  
activity, and will work to establish a year-round  
stewardship programme to make the best use of all our 
gifts of time and talent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Sr. Anne O'Driscoll and  
Sr. Rose Fennessy who this weekend are celebrating the 

Golden Jubilee of their profession as Sisters of Mercy. We 
give thanks for their 50 years of faithful service and pray 
God's blessing on them at this special time and always.  
 

Bishop Walsh has asked us to publish this notice: 
Trócaire are currently carrying out a door to door promotion 
campaign in this area to highlight their work and to encour-
age people to sign up to a Direct Debit Scheme. This cam-
paign is aimed at those who may not contribute to the Lenten 
Appeal and people should feel under no obligation to support 
this campaign if you have already supported Trócaire in the 
Haiti Appeal and in the Lenten Appeal.  
In addition we would encourage elderly people not to divulge 
bank account details to any stranger at the door no matter 
how good their accreditation might seem to be. The Diocese 
and Trócaire thank the parish for your recent very generous 
contributions in these financially difficult times. 
 

Our best wishes to Mike Geraghty, student for priest-

hood in our diocese who had his pastoral placement over the 
past couple of weeks here in Birr. We hope that he didn't pick 
up too many bad habits! Please keep him in your prayers 
along with Br Colm Mannion OP and our other students who 
are preparing for ministry as priests and religious.  
If you feel that you have a vocation to priesthood or religious 
life and would like to discuss it further, you would be very 
welcome to contact any of the local priests or the vocations 
director for the diocese of Killaloe, Fr Ignatius McCormack - 
086 277139 or ignaid@hotmail.com.     
 

Welcome to our new Altar Servers who join the panel 

this weekend. We thank their families for their support. 
 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

Annual Mass in Clonoghill Cemetery on Wednesday 14th 
July at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Annual Killaloe Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine on 
Sunday 4th July 2010,  Led by Bishop Willie Walsh.  Ceremo-
nies begin at 2:30 p.m. 
 

Killaloe Diocesan Night Vigil to Knock Shrine on Friday 
August 6th 2010.  Ceremonies begin at 9 p.m. 
 

Saturday 28th August - An ecumenical pilgrimage to honour 
St. Brendan of Birr will take place. 
 

4th National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at The 
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, on Sunday, September 12th 
2010.   
 

Feast Days this Week 
Monday 5th - St. Anthony Zaccaria - 16th century doctor who 
became a priest with the aim of reforming society and church. 
Tuesday 6th - St. Maria Goretti - She was only 12 when mar-
tyred in defence of her virtue. 
also  St. Moninne of Killeavy - One of Ireland's early saints, 
she founded a community in Co. Armagh and died c. 517. 
Wednesday 7th - St. Maelruain Bishop who founded Tallaght 
monastery in 774; he introduced important reform in liturgy 
and spirituality. 
Thursday 8th - St Kilian - A native of Cavan he set off with a 
group of companions and preached throughout Germany. 
There is great devotion to him in Bavaria to this day. 
Friday 9th - St Augustine Zhao Rong & companion mar-
tyrs  A group of Chinese priests and missionaries who were 
martyred in China over several centuries 
 

 Community News 
 

Playdays Playschool, Emmet Street. Pre-school places 

available from 1st Sept. 2010 - June 2011. Contact Martina 
Dooley on 086-4057182 or Anne Kelly on 086-1954743 

Rambles in Eireann Sunday, 4th July.  Meet at 2.30 pm 

at the Chapel, The Pike, Ballingarry Cross for a walk led by 
Noel MacMahon taking in the O'Kennedy castle, the ring fort, 
crannog and fulacht fiadh. Refreshments afterwards at Fairy-
mount Farm. Charge for this walk €3 each. Strong footwear 
recommended. Membership for 2010 is now due. Family €25. 
Single €18. Single walk €3. 
 

Montessori pre-school opening in September in Birr, offer-

ing a sessional service for 3-6yr olds.  Further information 
contact Teresa @ 0863975444 
 

Birr Outdoor Education Centre - Adventure Summer 

Camps, July 12th-16th (14-17yrs), August 2nd-6th (11-15 
yrs), August 13th-20th Open Days (8-80 years) For more in-
formation call 057-9120029 
 

Summer Schools for Kids & Teens at Birr Theatre  

Places available on Birr Stage Guild Children’s Theatre Sum-
mer Camp (Mon 12 – Fri 16 July; 10am – 1pm for age 7 – 
9yrs and 2 – 5pm for age 10 – 12yrs) where kids participate 
in drama, dance, music and circus skills classes.  Focus on 
the basic techniques required for acting on stage or screen at 
Youth Theatre Weekend (Sat 17 – Sun 18 July age 15 – 
19yrs).  School or Rock - Workshop on Wednesday 7 July, 
5pm. Full details: www.birrtheatre.com  057 9122911. 
 

Youth 2000 Summer Festival, Clonmacnois, Thursday 

12th - Sunay 15th August 2010. For young people age 16-35, 
an opportunity not to be missed to experience the Catholic 
faith and meet many new friends.Donation only. Free buses 
available from around the country. For more information, con-
tact 086-3025442 or 01-6753690 or check our website: 
www.youth2000.ie. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vocation Prayer for Discernment   
God, I know you love me and have great plans for me.  

But sometimes I am overwhelmed  
by the thought of my future.  

Show me how to walk forward one day at a time.  
May I take heart while I search openly,  

learn about all the choices, listen to others for advice, 
and pay attention to my own feelings.  

By doing these things, may I hear your call to a lifestyle 
and a career that will let me love as only I can,  

and let me serve others  
with the special gifts that you have given me. Amen. 

 
Pope's Intentions for July 
General: That in every nation of the world the election of 
those who govern may be carried out with justice, transpar-
ency and honesty, respecting the free decisions of citizens. 
Mission: That Christians may strive to offer everywhere, but 
especially in great urban centres, an effective contribution to 
the promotion of education, justice, solidarity and peace. 
 

Prayer for the Church in Ireland 
God of our fathers, 

renew us in the faith which is our life and salvation, 
the hope which promises forgiveness and interior renewal, 

the charity which purifies and opens our hearts 
to love you, and in you, each of our brothers and sisters. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
may the Church in Ireland renew her age-old commitment 
to the education of our young people in the way of truth 
and goodness, holiness and generous service to society. 

Holy Spirit, comforter, advocate and guide, 
inspire a new springtime of holiness and apostolic zeal 

for the Church in Ireland. 
May our sorrow and our tears, 

our sincere effort to redress past wrongs, 
and our firm purpose of amendment 
bear an abundant harvest of grace 

for the deepening of the faith 
in our families, parishes, schools and communities, 

for the spiritual progress of Irish society, 
and the growth of charity, justice, joy and peace 

within the whole human family. 
To you, Triune God, 

confident in the loving protection of Mary, 
Queen of Ireland, our Mother, 

and of Saint Patrick, Saint Brigid and all the saints, 
do we entrust ourselves, our children, 
and the needs of the Church in Ireland. 

Amen. 

Sat 3rd 7.30 p.m. Paddy Corrigan (MM) 
Peter McEvoy (1st Ann) 
Tom & Christina Brereton 

Sun 4th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Peter Murphy (MM) 
Dinny Murphy 

 12 Noon William Delaney 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 5th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Tue 6th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Ellen & Thomas McGee 

Wed 7th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m.  

Thu 8th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 9th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 10th 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Colin & Bernard Russell 
Frank Reilly 
Kathleen Cussen 

Sun 4th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Eileen King 
Mary Kathleen Cox 

 12 Noon  

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                       Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahir—057-9120097 

Fr. David Carroll—057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddan—057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbert—057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. –12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendan’s 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,159 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 11th July -  

                            Gerry White 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 11th July - F. Teehan & T.P. Walsh 

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the souls of   

Stephen Tierney, 

Eddie Dooley, Brigid Byrne 

Sponsored  
  

Anonymously 

The Priests Collection will be taken up at all masses next 

Sunday. As always your generosity is very much appreci-
ated. 
Distributors are requested to pick up their envelopes from 
the back of the altar after Mass. 

http://www.birrtheatre.com/

