
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The grounds of St Brendan's Church have been marked 
with directional arrows for traffic, with a clockwise direction 
of travel. This has become necessary because drivers have 
failed to take note of other signs and have endangered pe-
destrians. We hope that other measures will not be neces-
sary. A space for drivers with disabilities has also been 
marked out beside the side aisle entrance (school side of the 
church). Please do not misuse or block this space.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News 
 

Eucharistic Ministers - All ministers are invited to a 

meeting on Tuesday 6th October at 7.30pm in the Confer-
ence Room in St. Brendan's Church and you are asked to 
make a special effort to attend this meeting.  

 

A Rosary Rally will take place in St. Brendan’s on 

Wednesday 7th October at 7.30 p.m. This will be followed by 
Benediction and Prayers for Healing. 
 

Gamcare Ireland - Supports those affected by problem 

gambling. Help-Line 1800 246 139 available 8.00 a.m. to mid-
night seven days a week. 
 

Table Quiz in aid of Children of Chernobyl will be held in 

Dooly’s Hotel on Friday 16th October. 
 

Ramblers in Eirinn -Sunday, 4th October 2009. Meet 2:00 

pm at Shinrone RC Church for walk/outing, taking in St. 
Mary's Church of Ireland, the remains of the 17th C. Bigo 
glass furnace at Glasshouse and the ruins of St Cuimin's ab-
bey at Kilcommin. The walk will be led by Noel MacMahon 
Non-members welcome - €3. 
 

Crinkle Sports & Recreation centre will be running 

Pilates, Kick Boxing, Boxercise, Handball & Racketball during 
the coming months. Contact Marguerite on 086-3339311 or 
Kevin on 087-6423846 for more details. 
 

The 45th Roscrea Autumn Conference will take 

place in Mount St. Joseph’s Abbey from 30th October - 1st 
November. The theme this year is ‘Irish Saints and the Lit-
urgy’. To book your place contact Fr. Gabriel on 0505-21711. 
 

Seasonal Influenza (Flu) Vaccine - The HSE Midland 

Area has launched its ‘flu vaccine campaign. Ask your GP for 
more information. 
 

Creating Confident Children - Seminar with Dr. Tony 

Humphreys in Tullamore Court Hotel on Saturday 10th Octo-
ber. Contact Offaly County Childcare on 057-9135878. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Next Sunday, Enrolment Masses for Confirmation candi-
dates will take place at the 7.30pm & 10.30am Masses. Par-
ents are asked to ensure that their enrolment forms are re-
turned to the parish office by Wed 7th October, thank you. 
 

Feast Days  this Week 
Tuesday 6th - St. Bruno Lived in Germany in the 11th cen-
truy and was a great teacher of theology who then left his 
University to found the Carthusian Order of which poverty, 
manual work, silence and worship are the rule. 
Wednesday 7th - Our Lady of the Rosary This celebration 
urges all to meditate on the mysteries of Christ 
Friday 9th - St. Denis and companions  Three French mar-
tyrs who lost their lives in 258. The Basilique Saint-Denis in 
Paris is named in his honour. 
 
 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymns for Mass 
 
All Are Welcome 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 
And all can safely live, 
A place where saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions; 
Rock of faith and vault of grace; 
Here the love of all shall end divisions: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 
 
The Servant Song 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you. 
Let me be as Christ to you. 
Pray that I might have the grace 

To let you be my servant, too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey. 
We are brothers on the road. 
We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
Christ be our light! 
 

Christ be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today!. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sat 3rd 7.30 p.m. Willie Kelly 
Johnny, Kathleen & Agnes Reddan 
Lawlor family 

Sun 4th 8.30 a.m. Paddy, Bridget & Mary O’Brien 
Margaret Tyrell 

 10.30 a.m. Mai Snow 

 12 Noon Eugene McNally & Dunning family 
John Morris & Brophy family 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Joe & Mary Finnerty 

Mon 5th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Ellen McDonagh (1st Ann) 

Tue 6th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Edward & Winifred Bracken 

Wed 7th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m. Members of St. Vincent DePaul 
(living & deceased) 

Thu 8th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 9th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 10th 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Christy McLoughlin 
Sally Kennedy & Kennedy, Hogan & 
Dunning families 

Sun 11th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Camillus Byrne (MM) 
Michael Milne & family 
James Kearns 

 12 Noon Patricia O’Callaghan (1st Ann) 
William Hogan & family 
Jim Loftus 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,335 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 11th October -  

                           A. Hoctor 
 

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 11th October - M. Hogan & C. Mulrooney 

Sponsored by  
 

Birr Stage Guild  

A gentle reminder to all the  PAYE parishioners who 
very kindly and generously returned the CHY2 Tax 
Claim form for last year. If you could do so again 
this year it would help the parish and cost nothing to 
yourself. Forms are available from the Parish Office. 
Any new members who wish to join the scheme 
would be very welcome. Once again, this costs the 
participant nothing and is of great benefit to the Par-
ish. We are asking taxpayers who have contributed 
at least €250 to Parish Funds (weekly collection, 
Priests Collections, etc) during 2008 to consider 
enabling us to claim this relief. 

 

Do not fear to hopeé. 

Each time we smell the Autumnõs dying scent, 

We know that primrose time will come again 

The parish of Birr will hold a Solemn Novena from Mon-
day 23 November to Tuesday 1 December. A novena is a 
festival of faith running across nine days and all are in-
vited to attend a session once-a-day. The times of each 
session are 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm weekdays and usual 
Mass times on Sunday as well as a 7.30pm session on 
Sunday evening. The session consists of Mass, novena 
prayers, petition prayers with music and song, and the 
Novena is being conducted by the Redemptorist Fathers. 
We will have more details in the coming weeks and you 
can also check out the special Novena section on our 
website. 

The theme of this year's Day for Life, celebrated on this 
Sunday is 'You are precious in my sight (Isaiah 43:4) The 
Bishops wish to highlight the need for a positive approach 
to mental health in society and they have done so this year 
in the context of their concern for those who have taken 
their own lives and those left to mourn their passing. 
Please take a copy of their pastoral letter, available in 
church porches, visit either www.catholicbishops.ie or 

www.dayforlife.org for more information. 

Enrolment Ceremonies take place during the 7.30pm & 
10.30am Masses this weekend for those preparing for the 
Sacrament of First Confession & First Holy Commun-
ion. We ask all in the parish to pray for these children and 
their families during this year. Here are the questions and 
responses that will be asked after the Homily at these 
Masses: 
Celebrant asks boys and girls: Do you promise to pre-
pare as best you can for the Sacraments of First Confes-
sion and First Holy Communion? Response: I do 
Celebrant asks parents: do you promise to help your 
child in their preparations for these Sacraments?  
Response: I do 
Celebrant asks congregation: Will you the people of 
God, pray for these children and their parents and teachers 
and support them with prayer on their faith journey? Re-
sponse: We will 
Celebrant: As you do, may the love of God the Father sup
-port you, may the light of Jesus Christ, Son of God, guide 
you, may the Holy Spirit strengthen you.  
Response: Amen 

Sincere thanks for your generous dona-
tions to the Priests Collection last Sunday. 
Envelops can still be left into the Sacristy 
or Parish Office. 

Pope's Intentions for October 
General: That Sunday may be lived as the day on which 
Christians gathers to celebrate the risen Lord, participating 
in the Eucharist. 
Mission: That the entire People of God, to whom Christ 
entrusted the mandate to go and preach the Gospel to 
every creature, may eagerly assume their own missionary 
responsibility and consider it the highest service they can 
offer humanity. 

Home Visitation -The priests of the parish will be vis-
iting Grove Street, Southgate, Ballinree and Boherdeel 
during the coming week. We look forward to meeting 
as many people as possible. 


