
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note 7.30 a.m. Mass resumes on Monday next. 
 

The ordination of our new Bishop, Kieran O’Reilly, took 

place in the Cathedral of Saints Peter & Paul, Ennis on Sun-
day 29th August. For pictures and other information of the 
day visit www.killaloediocese.ie. The parish was ably repre-
sented by Gerry Dolan as one of the cantors and Ethna Ga-
rahy who brought water from St Brendan’s Well as part of the 
Blessing of Water ritual at the beginning of the ceremonies. 
Michael Geraghty was also involved in the ceremony. The 
copy of the Macgregol Gospels - which is on display in Birr 
Library was used as the Book of the Gospels for the colourful 
ordination ceremony.  

Gracious God, 
You sent your only Son amongst us  
so that we  may come to know you. 

Guide Kieran our Bishop, to act justly 
to love tenderly and to walk humbly 

in your way so that he may make known  
the message of Christ, your Son. 

May Kieran be a faithful servant, a wise teacher, 
preacher of the truth and a gentle shepherd 

to guide our Diocese of Killaloe, 
so that we may journey together  

and praise you day by day.       
Amen. 

 

We take this opportunity to wish the very best to all those 
who have started back in school and all who are starting 

in new schools.  
 

Reflection for the Beginning of the School Year 
What will this year bring? 

We do not know; 
It will bring its usual times of work and play, 

experiences of success and failure, 
all the things that are part of school life. 

It is a new beginning; 
the planning of a seed that will grow for a year, 

the seed of fruit that will blossom in times to come. 
It is a new hope; 

hope for good work, for successful results, 
for friendship, for fun for learning. 

In this coming year, may there be learning, prayer and fun. 
May there be hard work, faith and friendship. 

May no one in school be lonely; 
may no one be left out in class; 

may no one suffer through others behaviour. 
As you being this year in hope, in prayer and in friendship, 

may the Lord begin it with you, be with you during it, 
and successfully bring it to its conclusion. 

 

Please note that there is no meeting of the Parish Pastoral 
Council this month. The next meeting will be on Wednesday 

13th October. 
 

Next Liturgy Group meeting takes place on Wednesday 

next, 8th September at 8.00 p.m. In Conference Room. 
 

Pope's Intentions for September 
General: That in less developed parts of the world the procla-
mation of the Word of God may renew people's hearts, en-
couraging them to work actively toward authentic social pro-
gress. 
Mission: That by opening our hearts to love we may put an 
end to the numerous wars and conflicts which continue to 
bloody our world. 

Parish Office - New Opening Hours 
The Parish Office will be open on Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Friday & Saturday from 9.45 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Wednesday 8th - Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Thursday 9th - St Ciaran - He came to Clonmacnois in the 
mid 6th century and founded the monastery which became 
one of the most famous in Europe. It was a centre of learning 
but Ciaran died at the age of 33 before the monastery had 
been completed. 
Also Blessed Frederick Ozanam A professor of law and litera-
ture in France, he founded the 'Conference of Charity' which 
later became the Society of St Vincent de Paul. 
 

Community News 
 

Kilkenny Gospel Choir along with some local talent will 

be in concert in St Brendan's Church, Birr on Friday 17 Sep-
tember at 8pm. Tickets cost €4 & all proceeds go to the Kili-

manjaro School Building Fund. This project was the focus of 
our charitable contribution at Christmas 2009. 
 

DVD's of Bishop O'Reillys ordination are now avail-

able for sale. You can order your copy from the Parish Office. 
This beautifully produced DVD would make a wonderful gift 
for those unable to attend the ceremony or those away from 
home. The DVD costs €20 each or three copies for €50.  
 

The Phelan-Mullan School of Dancing resume 

classes in the Marian Hall on Wednesday Sept.15th at 
4.45.p.m. All are welcome. 
 

Offaly Hospice Special Appeal.  Offaly Hospice is ask-

ing the public to support Ireland’s Biggest Coffee Morning  on 
Thursday 16th September.  All money raised in Offaly stays in 
Offaly. If you can host a Coffee Morning please contact Mary 
Murphy on 057-9328634 opening hours 10am-1.30pm Mon-
day to Friday. 
 

Birr Citizens Information Centre will re-open on Mon-

day 13th September as usual at 10.00.   
 

Birr Girl Guide, Brownie and Ladybird meetings re-

sume at the Marian Hall, Birr at 6.30pm on Monday 13th Sep-
tember 2010. There are spaces for Girl Guides (age 10 up-
wards) and Ladybirds (age 5-7). Contact Martina 087 
6270003 for more information. 
 

Social Dancing in Carrig Community Hall on Thurs-

day, 16th September from 9:30 to 12:30pm.  Music by Owen 
Condon. Homemade treats, refreshments and draw on the 
night.  All are welcome. 
 

Windsor School of Irish Dancing resumes classes in 

the Marian Hall on Friday 10th September. Class times 3.30 
p.m. and 4.30 p.m.. New pupils welcome. Contact Phyl on 
057-9120298 or 087-6324679 for more details. 
 

Oxmantown Singers Autumn/Winter term com-

mences on Monday 20th September in the County Arms Ho-
tel. For more details contact Deirdre Hanniffy on 086-
8495231. 
 

Stephanie Power School of Irish Dancing. Adult & 

Kids Classes Re-Commencing Tuesday 7th Sept in the 
County Arms Hotel Birr. Contact: 087-7536332. 
 

Killaloe Diocesan Autumn Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

Bishop Kieran O’Reilly will lead his first Diocesan Pilgrimage 
to Lourdes on Monday 27th Sept returning on Saturday 2nd 
October. The cost for the five days is €660 including return 
flight from Shannon Airport. An extra plane has been char-
tered to meet demand. Bookings for the remaining seats to 
Joe Walsh Tours at (01) 6789926. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Welcome to all who were baptised in our parish recently: 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To mark the occasion of World Suicide Prevention Day 
on Friday 10 September, a Mass of Remembrance, Light 

and Hope will be celebrated in the Church of the Assumption, 
Tullamore at 7.30pm. All who have lost their lives to suicide 
will be remembered as well as their families, relatives and 
friends. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  
A team consisting of Midlands Living Links, HSE Suicide 
PRevention Resource Service & Sr Gerard of the Tullamore 
Parish Centre is organising this event. More information from 
Living Links 086 1600641 or visit their web-
site  www.livinglinks.ie      
  

Beginning on Tuesday 21 September, and running for five 
Tuesdays, there will be a series of talks which aim to deepen 
our awareness of Jesus in scripture. Each evening will 

be held in the Birr Community School Oratory and is being 
jointly organised by ourselves, the Church of Ireland and 
Methodist communities. The speakers will be local clergy and 
the final talk will be given by Bishop Kieran O'Reilly SMA, 
Bishop of Killaloe. All are welcome and we hope that you will 
enjoy the evening, and stay for a cup of tea/coffee. There will 
be more details in the coming weeks. 

 

God of Mercy 
God of mercy and compassion, 

Look with pity upon me, 
Father, let me call Thee Father, 
'Tis Thy child returns to Thee. 

 

Jesus, Lord, I ask for mercy; knowing it is not vain; 
All my sins, I now detest them, help me not to sin again.  

 

O Mary of Graces 
O Mary of graces and mother of Christ 

O may you direct me and guide me aright 
O may you protect me from Satanõs control 
And may you protect me in body and soul. 

 

O may you protect me by land and by sea 
And may you protect me from sorrows to be 
A strong guard of angels above me provide 
May God be before me and God at my side 

Sat 4th 7.30 p.m. Camillus Byrne (1st Ann) 
Corrigan Family 
William & Margaret Hegarty, William & 
Margaret Connerton, Bernard 
McDonagh & Patsy Longworth 

Sun 5th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Nora Grennan (MM) 
Peter & Charles King 

 12 Noon Helena Herzog 
Charles Fleury 
Eamon Hensey 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 6th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m.  

Tue 7th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Wed 8th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Thu 9th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 10th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 11th 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Mick Roche 
Elizabeth & James Kelly 
Betty OôBrien 

Sun 12th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Thomas (Charlie) Brummell 
Sheila & Paddy Slattery 

 12 Noon Annie Kearns (MM) 
Ned King 
Martin Rice 
Geraldine Mulrooney-Scally 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Bernadette Turner 
James Hoctor 

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                       Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

Monday, Tuesday,  

Thursday, Friday & Saturday 

9.45 a.m. ï12.30 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,544 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 12th September  

                            Donna O’Brien 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 12th September - C. Scully, G. Kearns, T. Hassett 

Your prayers are requested for 

the repose of the souls of 

Maureen Loonam, Marie Burke, 

Elizabeth Berry, sister of Michael 

Caffrey. 

A very sincere Thank You for you generous contribu-

tions to the Priests Benevolent Fund that was taken last 

weekend. Envelopes can still be left into the Sacristy or  
Parish Office. 

Donncha O’Meara-Van de Scheur, 
Sean McDonagh, Abby Byrne,  

Nikita Umbrasas, Brayden Jones, 
Ryan Lagace, Aran Corrigan,  

Katelyn & Sophie Spillane,  
Rebecca Coolahan, Molly McGrath, 

Shane Milne, Seán Hynes, Aoife Coughlan,  
Lynn Hollywood, Cliodhna Gallagher 


