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Parish Office: 057 9122028 Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 :
Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie @y 3
Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan Rl ' [.15
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AR Fr. Tony Cahir—057-9120097 Parish Office Opening Hours Church of )
Brendgan Ers])-awd Carroll—057-9120098 . the Annunciation
Fr. Michael Reddan—057-9121757 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Carrig
Fr. Pat Gilbert—057-9120098 10.30 am.112.15 p.m.

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sat 5th 7.30 p.m.  Rynagh, Susan & Martin Byrne
Eileen Ryan
Thomas, Mary & Michael Shanahan
Sun 6th 8.30 a.m.  Michael Maher
Patrick Maher
Florence & William Cooke
10.30 a.m. Paddy & Molly Quigley
12 Noon Seamus Loughnane
Patsy Garahy
John & May Mulhearn
Carrig 9.30 a.m.  Mathew Gleeson
Mon 7th 7.30a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m.  Willie Cordial & family
Thomas McCarthy & family
Carrig 7.30 p.m.
Tue 8th 8.30 a.m. Michael & Edward Mullaney
Wille Kinsella
10.30 a.m.
7.30 p.m.  George Barry
Michael & Mary Haverty
Wed 9th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Deceased Eucharistic Adorers
Thu 10th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Fri 11th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Nancy & Patrick Reddan
John & Annie Coolahan
Sat 12th 10.00 a.m.  Conor McManus
Tim Clancy
7.30 p.m.  Addie O'Donoghue (1st Ann)
Nelly, Gerry & Ann Daly
Nevin family
Dan Maleady & Joe Sharkey
Sun 13th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Ellen Mellsop (MM)
Abe Pearson
Mahon & O’Meara families
12 Noon Mary Cordial
Winter family
Fanny, Kathleen & Eileen Cavanagh
Carrig 9.30 a.m.  Michael Raleigh (MM)

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday -0 2, 3
Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 13th December -

John Harding
Parish Development Fund Counters -

Sunday 13th December - B. Bolger & G. Cashen

If you are planning to marry in the Catholic Church,
you should contact any of the local priests who are best to
advise you on what you need to do. In the Diocese of
Killaloe you must attend a marriage preparation course
that is officially recognised and at present only ACCORD,
1850 58 5000 or www.accord.ie or the courses offered by
Esker Monastery, 091 844549 or
www.eskercommunity.net are acceptable in the Diocese.
Allow yourself at least six months for preparations before
your preferred date for Marriage.

The Difference

| got up early one morning
And rushed right into the day
| had so much to accomplish
That | didndt have ti
Problems just tumbled about me,
And heavier came each task;
Why doesn't God help me? | wondered.

He answered, O6You didnmnd
| wanted to see joy and beauty
But the day toiled on grey and bleak;
I wondered why God didnbd
He said 6but you didnpt
I tried to come into Gqdd
| used all my keys at the lock
God gently and lovingly chided,
6My child, you didnot

| woke up early this morning
And paused before entering the day
I had so much to accomplish
That | had to take time to pray.

Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the souls of
Kitty Dooley, Lisheen, Joe
Tiquin, brother of Frances Con-
roy, John Moloney husband of
Nuala Windsor and brother-in-
law of Phyl Corcoran and Frances Smyth

mne

Many people played a part in the organisation of our
Novena and we, the priests of the parish, wish to express
our deep gratitude to each and every person for your help.
It simply could not have taken place without your contribu-
tion. We also wish to thank all who attended the Novena
and we continue to pray for one another, that the Lord will
continue to bless us with the vision we need in our world.

Christmas Mass Bouquets are now available from the
Parish Office at €5 each. The proceeds from this years
Mass Bouquets will be given to Fr. Peter Muldowney’s
Kenyan school project.

There are still a number of copies available of Brendan
McConvery's book 'The Year of God's Favour, Getting
more out of Sunday Mass in the Year of Luke' These can
be bought for €5 in the parish office.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception is celebrated on 8th
December and is a holy day of obligation. Mass times are as
follows:

7.30pm (vigil on 7th December) in Carrig.

8.30am, 10.30am & 7.30pm on 8th December in Birr
Readers for this celebration are asked to pick up their read-
ings in the sacristy after Mass this weekend, thank you.

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Carol Service for Christmas in St Brendan's Church of Ireland
on Sunday 20 December at 7.30pm

Feast Days this Week

Monday 7th - St. Ambrose Lived in the 4th century and was
a great teacher and preacher.

Wednesday 9th - St. Juan Diego Cuahtlatoatzin Had a vi-
sion of Our Lady in Guadalupe in December 1531 (whose
feast is celebrated on Saturday 12th)

Friday 11th - St. Damasus | Elected Pope in the 4th century,
he was a great defender of faith

Saturday 12th - St. Finnian Founded a monastery in Meath
and among his pupils were St. Canice, St. Colmcille & St.
Brendan.

Pope's Intentions for December
General: That children may be repsected and loved and
never be the victims of exploitation in its various forms
Mission: That at Christmas the peoples of the earth may
recognise in the Word Incarnate the ligth which illuminates
every human person and that the Nations may open their
doors to Christ, the Saviour of the World.

A coffee morning has been arranged for Sunday 13" De-

Loop system in operation for the hard of hearing
(with an appropriate hearing aid) under the gallery
on the Sacred Heart side.

We welcome the children preparing for First Confession
and First Holy Communion in Crinkill N.S. and Mercy P.S.
at the 7.30 p.m. and 10.00 a.m. Masses this weekend. Please
keep them in your prayers.

Children's Liturgy at 10.30 a.m. this Sunday and all Sun-
daysoof Aplverst §nd Christmas morning. All welcome.

Parish Pastoral Council Executive meeting will be held
next Wednesday, 9th December at 8.00 p.m. All are re-
quested to attend.

t ask®o. Community News

Birr Methodist Church - Annual Christmas sale will be
held in Friday 11th December in the former Junior Junction
tsho%, Nl%lql\?tr“ m 10.00 a.m. to 4..00 p.m. Cakes, jams,
hoIISy,ec éa{(tséetc. Il support appreciated.

Busybodies Christmas Play will be held in Carrig Hall in
Benday 13th Decentber at 3.00 p.m. All monies raised will be
given to Spina Bifida Association and Duchenne Ireland
(Muscular Dystrophy). Please support.

K Kk
c?u%s(i:m;s Carol Service in Mount St. Joseph’s, Ro-
screa on Sunday 13th December at 4.00 p.m.. All welcome.

Advent 2009 - Weekend retreat in Mount St. Joseph'’s,
Roscrea from 11th -13th December. Contact 0505-21711 for
more details.

Ramblers in Eireann - Sunday 6th - Meet at 2pm in the
car park at Cloghan Lake for a visit to the nature reserve and
lakeside walk. Cloghan Lake is located on the R357 Cloghan-
Tullamore road. All welcome. Non-members €3.

Offaly Domestic Violence Support Service are host-
ing a Cookery Demonstration in the Bridge House Hotel Tul-
lamore on December 10" at 7.30 pm. The demonstration will
be given by Chef Jim Corbett. Tickets €10, available at the
hotel or by contacting the office of Offaly Domestic Violence
Service Tullamore Phone 0579351796. Proceeds in aid of
Offaly Domestic Violence Support Service. All are welcome.

cember in Whigsborough House Fivealley Birr from 11.00 am
to 2.00 pm Come and enjoy refreshments in a relaxing at-
mosphere. Proceeds in aid of Offaly Domestic Violence Sup-
port Service.

Advent Prayer

Come, long-expected Jesus.

Excite in me a wonder at the wisdom and power of Your
Father and ours.

Receive my prayer as part of my service of the Lord
who enlists me in God's own work for justice.

Come, long-expected Jesus.
Excite in me a hunger for peace: peace in the world,
peace in my home, peace in myself.

Come, long-expected Jesus.

Excite in me a joy responsive to the Father's joy.

| seek His will so | can serve with gladness, singing and
love.

Come, long-expected Jesus.

Excite in me the joy and love and peace

it is right to bring to the manger of my Lord.

Raise in me, too,

sober reverence for the God who acted there,
hearty gratitude for the life begun there,

and spirited resolution to serve the Father and Son.

| pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
whose advent | hail.

Amen.

Sponsored by
Crinkill Superstore




