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Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan
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Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sat 6th 7.30 p.m.  Ciaran & Phil O'Brien
Barbara Bracken
Gerry Harte
Sun 7th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Billy Kirwan
Brigid & Kieran Ryan, daughter & sons
12 Noon Jimmy & Annie King
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
Mon 8th 7.30a.m.  Canon Shalloo
10.00 a.m.
Tue 9th 7.30 a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m. Deceased Eucharistic Adorers
Wed 10th  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Nancy Blake (MM)
Thu 11th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Frank & Carmel Egan
Fri 12th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Dinny Kelly
Carrig 7.30 p.m.
Sat 13th 10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m.  Paul Kennedy (1st Ann)
Lily & Ranger Kelly
Bridget Reynolds
Matt Spain
Sun 14th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Winnie Mongan (MM)
Denis, Margaret & Thomas Dooley
Agnes Shiels
12 Noon David Dowley
Ollie & Ethna McCarthy
Willie Mellody
Carrig 9.30 a.m.

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the soul of

James Doran, Patrick Landy
(Shinrone)

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday -0 2, 5

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 14th February -
Deirdre King

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 14th February - M. Breen & O. Nolan

Booking a wedding? Please contact the Parish Office to
enquire about availability of either church in the parish and
if you require one of the local priests as your celebrant,
please contact them using the numbers here in the newslet-
ter. You should allow yourself at least six months for proper
preparations, marriage preparation course and necessary
paperwork.

PLEASE SING WITH US

Here | am Lord
I, the Lord of sea and sky,

I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin,
My hand will save.

I, who made the stars of night,
| will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall | send?

Here | am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?

I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.

I will hold your people in my heart.

Be Not Afraid
You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst.
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way.
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand.
You shall see the face of God and live.

Be not afraid. | go before you always.
Come follow me, and I will give you rest.

If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown.
If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed.
If you stand before the pow'r of hell and death is at your side,

know that | am with you through it all.

Holy God We Praise Thy Name
Holy God we praise thy name
Lord of all we bow before thee.
All on earth thy sceptre own,
all in heaven above adore thee
Endless is thy vast domain
Everlasting is thy reign.
Hark the loud celestial hymn,
Angel choirs above are raising:
Cherubim and seraphim,

In unceasing chorus praising,
Fill the heavens with sweet accord,
Holy, holy, holy Lord.

Bishop Walsh's Retirement & Successor - Bishop Walsh
reached retirement age of 75 during the past month and has
submitted his resignation to Pope Benedict XVI. As we pray
in gratitude for his leadership of the diocese, we are also
praying for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in choosing his
successor. While it is desirable that as wide a group of people
as possible are involved in the selection of a new bishop, ini-
tial consultation is taking place among the priests of the dio-
cese over the next few weeks. The ongoing reflection is look-
ing first at the qualities that would be important in the charac-
ter of our next bishop.

"Let us pray for a new Bishop - Eternal God, shepherd and
guide, in your mercy give your Church in the diocese of
Killaloe, a shepherd after your own heart, who will walk in
your ways, and with loving care watch over your people. Give
us a leader of vision and a teacher of your truth. So may your
Church be built up and your name glorified, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen."

Please pray for all engaged in this reflection and if you
have particular thoughts on the matter, any of the priests of
the parish would be delighted to hear from you.

Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 10 February at 8pm in
the Conference Room, St Brendan's Birr.

Any items for the noticeboard and other reading material
should be handed into the Parish Office; all unsolicited mate-
rial is removed for recycling.

Catholic Schools Week ends on this Sunday the 7 Febru-
ary. Thanks to all who helped to mark the celebrations this
year in our parish schools and we are reminded again that all
of us have a responsibility in handing on the light of faith from
generation to generation.

"Loving God, we give thanks for teachers, parents, pupils
and all the people that make our Catholic schools the won-
derful place that they are today. We remember all those who
were part of our schools in the past. We look forward to keep-
ing the light of faith burning into the future.”

Eucharistic Ministry and Ministry of the Word (Readers) -
Anyone wishing to become involved are asked to contact one
of the priests or the Parish Office.

Community News

Alpha Course - a 10 week reflection covering diverse top-
ics, "Who is Jesus? Why did Jesus die? How does God guide
us? Why & How do | pray?" in a relaxed and non-threatening
style. It is endorsed by church leaders in all the main Chris-
tian churches and in Ireland it has grown from 17 courses in
2005 to 120 in 2009. An Alpha course has just commenced in
Ferbane - for more details please contact Ger 087 2673654.

The children of Killeen N.S. have written a booklet
about the History of Killeen, Riverstown and Birr. It will be on
sale in Tesco on Friday evening 12" February or contact
0579121682 before Friday to order a copy. Some of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to Haiti.

DOCHAS Offaly Cancer Support - Birr Outreach Centre
Weekly coffee mornings every Tuesday 10.30am — 2.00pm
All welcome. Health Centre, Johns Terrace, Birr. Tel: 087
2777728.

PARENTS - Is your child starting school in Sep-

tember 2010? TO ENROL - An Enrolment Application
Form can be obtained by phoning or calling to the school of
your choice. The Enrolment Application Form must be re-
turned to the school by Monday 22"February 2010.

Carrig NS - 9120804, Crinkill NS - 9120803, Killeen NS -
9121682, Mercy PS - 9120259, St. Brendan's Boys PS -
9121033.

Haiti Earthquake Relief Appeal - A very sincere thank
you for your wonderful generosity to our appeal last week-

end. Over €12,600 was raised and this has been for-
warded to GOAL, Concern and Trocaire.

The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes will be celebrated on
Thursday 11" February. It is World Day of Prayer for the
Sick. If you would like to pray for someone who is sick,
please use the petition box at the altar rails. These peti-
tions will be presented at the 10.00 a.m. Mass on the
Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes.

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Ministers of the Word - Meeting for all ministers will be held
on Monday 22nd February at 7.30 p.m. in St. Brendan’s

We welcome the Confirmation candidates from Mercy Pri-
mary & Crinkill National Schools this weekend especially at
the 7.30pm & 10.30am Masses. In Carrig, all those preparing
for Confirmation and First Confession and First Holy Com-
munion will be taking part in the 9.30am Mass. Please note
that the readings at Mass in Carrig will be different from those
published in this newsletter.

Feast Days this Week

Wednesday 10" — St. Scholastica who died in 543; she
spent her life devoted to service of the Lord in religious life.
Thursday 11" - Our Lady of Lourdes

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will leave Shannon
on Saturday, June 26" returning on July 1. Cost this year is
€685. Booking forms can be obtained from the Parish Office.
A limited number of sick pilgrims will be accommodated at a
cost of €552. Applications for sick pilgrims only to Fr. Tom
Ryan, Pilgrimage Director, SS John & Paul Presbytery, Shan-
non, Co. Clare. Tel: 061-364133.

Irish Red Cross — Practical First Aid Courses. The Birr
branch is holding a 5 week practical First Aid course in the
Community Centre in the old hospital grounds starting Feb
10™. For more details contact Marie on 087-9955750 or
Deirdre on 086-8551035.

Auction in aid of the HAITI EARTHQUAKE DISASTER will
be held in Dooly’s Hotel on Sunday 7th February at 5.00 p.m.
Please come along and support, there will be something for
everyone. If you would like to donate something to the auc-
tion please contact Paul Owens on 087 1263179

Birr Lions Club are holding a Table Quiz in Dooly’s Hotel
on Thursday 25th February at 8.00 p.m. All proceeds will go
to the Haitian Disaster fund. Put the date in your diary. All are
welcome.

Samaritans Information Day for new volunteers will

take place on Sunday 7" February at 3.00 p.m. at 3, Court
Devenish, Athlone (opposite Credit Union) All welcome. Con-
tact 087-9030621 for more details.
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