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Remembered in Mass this week

Bridie Maher & family
Mary Guinan
Michael Regan

Jack, Tommy, Shamie & Anne Roberts
& family

Aggie Pearson (1st Ann)
Peter OOMear a
Paddy Quigley

Susie Pardy (MM)

Margaret Gleeson (1st Ann)
Mick Coogan,

Paddy Kennedy

O6Brien family
William Kealey

Sr. Dympna Forde

Deceased Eucharistic Adorers
People of the Parish
O6Sullivan family

Stephen Stapleton

James & Elizabeth Martin

P. J. Spain (MM)

Michael Kennedy (MM)

Michael & Majella Campbell
Patrick, Sheila & James Goonan &
Ann Goonan Thomas

Michael Deegan

Con Kennedy & Molly Dermody
Noel Reedy

Sean & Liam Dunphy
Eva, Claude & Deirdre Corcoran
May Mooney

Raymond, Derek & Bernie Larkin
Tom McGarry

Collection Total for last Sunday - €2,159

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 14th March -
Owen Smyth

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 14th March - M. Gibbons & C. Loughnane

If you are planning to marry in the Diocese of Killaloe,
please note that you are required to attend a marriage
preparation course organised by ACCORD or at Esker Mon-
astery outside Athenry.

Contact one of the local priests for further information and
other details of what you need to do in preparing for mar-
riage

Reflection

God is so close,
So intimate,
Like a shadow
That cannot separate
Itself from us.
When we dance
God dances,
When we weep
God weeps.
When we run,
God runs with us.
Whenever we say

0it is enough,
| am weary and
Candt go no fu(\ayher
God tenderly sits Q‘,a
And waits with us, - ’(/
Until we are renewed \\‘U&‘
And ready to continue < )]
The journey. \\E/
God moves at our pace.

Edwina Gately
(Mystical Heart)

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Spirit of God in the heavens.
Spirit of God in the sea.
Spirit of God in mountain -tops.
Spirit of God in me.

Spirit of God in the sunlight.
Spirit of God in the air.
Spirit of God all around me.
Spirit of God everywhere.
Holy Spirit, Spirit of God, help me.

Amen

Lenten Programme

Evening Prayer of the Church will be on Sunday evening at
5.30pm in the Conference Room, St Brendan's, and the eve-
ning reflection at 6pm continues every evening throughout
Lent.

The Sacrament of First Confession will be celebrated as
follows during the coming week

Monday 8 March at 7.30pm in St Brendan's Church, Birr for
the children of St Brendan's Boys Primary School, Killeen NS
& Oxmantown NS.

Wednesday 10 March at 7.30pm in St Brendan's Church,
Birr for the children of Mercy Primary School & Crinkill NS.
Thursday 11 March at 2pm in the Church of the Annunciation,
Carrig for the children of Carrig NS

Please keep all the children, their families and teachers in
your prayers during the coming week as they prepare for this
first celebration of the sacrament of Confession. It is a re-
minder to all of us that Lent is a time to turn away from sin
and turn to God's love. Perhaps you might take the opportu-
nity during Lent to come to this wonderful Sacrament.

If you park in the church grounds, please note that two
spaces for drivers with disability badges have been pro-
vided at the Mercy Primary school side of the church. We
would respectfully ask all other drivers not to block these
spaces. Thank you.

¢ A sincere thank you to you all for your gen-
N2 erosity to the Priests Lenten Station col-
= lection that was taken up last weekend. En-
velopes can still be handed in to the Sac-
risty or Parish Office.

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Feast Days this Week

Monday 8th - St Senan Born in Co Clare in the 6th century,
he founded a monastery on Scattery Island in the Shannon
estuary and was anam chara to Ciaran of Clonmacnois

also St John of God 1495-1550 who devoted his life to care
of the sick and the poor

Tuesday 9th - St Frances of Rome who died in 1440, a mar-
ried woman who gave a great deal of time to caring for the
poor.

Thursday 11th - St Aengus A monk in Clonenagh, Co Laois
who also spent time in Tallaght before becoming abbot in
Clonenagh; he died aorund 830.

Trocaire’s Lenten Campaign

Trécaire would like to thank everyone for their huge generos-
ity to the Haiti appeal. Donations from the Irish public have
surpassed all expectations - ROI: €3,486,815 and NI: Stg
£979,643. Thanks to this support Trécaire will help thou-
sands of survivors to rebuild their lives in Haiti.

However, this Lent Trocaire reminds us that, while earth-
quakes and natural disasters attract global attention, there
are millions of people around the world who will go to bed

0 | hungry tonight. During Lent over 600,000 children will die

from hunger and diseases caused by hunger. The total num-
ber of people that were killed by the recent earthquake in
Haiti, is less than half that number. This hunger crisis is tak-
ing place away from the TV cameras and global attention, in
small, rural villages all over the developing world.

Please support Trocaire’s Lenten campaign this year in what
ever way you can, to help families overcome hunger.

We welcome the boys and girls from Killeen NS & St Bren-
dan's Boys Primary School at the 7.30pm & 10.30pm

Masses as part of their ongoing preparation for Confirma-
tion. Please continue to keep all concerned in your prayers.

Children’s Liturgy will take place at the 10.30 a.m. Mass this
Sunday and continuing each Sunday until Easter. All children
from Junior Infants through to Second Class are most wel-
come. If any parent would like to get involved with the group
meet in the Conference Room at the back of the church on
these Sundays.

"Let us pray for a new Bishop - Eternal God, shepherd and
guide, in your mercy give your Church in the diocese of
Killaloe, a shepherd after your own heart, who will walk in
your ways, and with loving care watch over your people. Give
us a leader of vision and a teacher of your truth. So may your
Church be built up and your name glorified, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen."

Community News

Birr Active Retirement Group—next meeting on Thurs-
day 11th March at 7.30 p.m. In the Resource Centre, Londis
car park. All members are requested to attend and new mem-
bers are welcome.

Mercy P.S. Parent’s Association Coffee Morning/Cake
Sale/Raffle will take place on Saturday 20th March at 10.30
a.m. In the P.E. Hall. All welcome.

Taize Summer Pilgrimage—July 4* - 13th 2010
For young people (Age 17-30). Share in prayer, workshops,
Meals, all that makes up a week in the life of young people.
Any enquiries (As soon as possible) to Fr Jerry Carey 086
2508444.

Birr Scouts investiture and Mass of Remembrance for de-
ceased members will take place in The Marian Hall, Birr, at
7.30 p.m. on Thursday 11th March. All Scouts welcome

Caring for Someone in the Home? Did you know that
you can receive training to give you the skills, knowledge and
confidence to help you within your caring role? Contact
Helene on 086 7749840 for more details.

Ramblers in Eireann - Sunday 7"" March. Meet at 2pm at
the bird hide at Lough Boora. All welcome. Non-members €3.
Refreshments afterwards.

Women's Workshop starts Tues 2nd Mar - Mar 23rd 10.00
- 11.30am @ An Gairdin Organic/Ecology Centre, Portumna.
Contact 086 3608365 for more details.

Respond! Chesterfield Childcare needs your vote to
receive a €5,000 award through the Better Ireland Pro-
gramme. You have until the 15th March to vote. Simply text
BIRR B to 51303. Please support.

Lenten Retreat in Mount St. Joseph Abbey, Roscrea from
Friday 12th to Sunday 14th March. For more information and
bookings contact 0505-21711.

Newsletter Sponsors are needed.
If you would like to sponsor the parish newslet-

ter please contact the Parish Office or one of
the priests.
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