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BIRR PARISH

Parish Office: 057 9122028
Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll

Parish Mobile: 086 3531955
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie
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Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Collection Total for last Sunday -0 2, 151

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 15th August -

Ann Hoctor

Please note that there is no 7.30am Mass during the month
of August.

Our ecumenical celebration of St. Brendan will be held
on Saturday 28 August beginning at 2.30pm in the Garden of
Tranquility, behind St. Brendan's Church in Birr. The pilgrim-
age will then move on to the Methodist & Church of Ireland
churches before ending at the ruins of the old St. Brendan's
Church. All are welcome to join in this pilgrimage which com-
memorates our local saint. It is being held on this date during
National Heritage Week. We look forward to seeing you
there.

Birr Apostolic Society would like to thank most sincerely all
who contributed to their Mission Appeal last Sunday. €2000 was
raised for this very worthy cause.
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Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Sat 7th 7.30 p.m.  Brendan Cooke (1st Ann)
Nora & John Cooke & family
Christy Featherstone
Bill Owens
Betty & Paddy McCormack
Sun 8th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Christy & Mary Hough
Margaret Blake
Lilli Roe
12 Noon Paul Kealy
John Kennedy
Paddy Mellsop
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
Mon 9th 10.00 a.m. Rosarie Moore-Kenny
Tue 10th 10.00 a.m. Tom & Annie Hoctor
Deceased Eucharistic Adorers
Wed 11th  10.00 a.m. Hogan & Guilfoyle families & grand-
daughter Mary Mahon
Thu 12th 10.00 a.m. People of the Parish
Fri 13th 10.00 a.m.
Sat 14th 10.00 a.m. Michael Feehan
7.30 p.m.  Gerry & Nellie Daly
John Joe Murphy & son Ger
Sadie & John Dolan
Sun 15th 8.30 a.m.  John Hoare
10.30 a.m. Nancy Talbot
Nora Dooley & family
Nancy & Paddy Walsh
12 Noon Joseph Sheridan
Sean Colclough
Nellie Kelly
Carrig 9.30 a.m.

Parish Development Fund Counters -

Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of
Nora Grennan, Crinkill

Sunday 15th August - D. Naughton & E. Dolphin-Murray

Holy God We Praise Thy Name
Holy God, we praise thy name;
Lord of all, we bow before thee;

all on earth thy scepter own;
all in heaven above adore thee.
Endless is thy vast domain;
everlasting is thy reign.

Hark with loud and pealing hymn
Thee the angel choirs are praising;
cherubim and seraphim,
one unceasing chorus raising,
Ever sing with sweet accord:
Holy, holy, holy Lord.

Be Not Afraid
You shall cross the barren desert,
but you shall not die of thirst.
You shall wander far in safety though
you do not know the way.
You shall speak your words in foreign lands
and all will understand.
You shall see the face of God and live.

Be not afraid. I go before you always.
Come follow me, and I will give you rest.

If you pass through raging waters in the sea,
you shall not drown.
If you walk amid the burning flames,
you shall not be harmed.
If you stand before the pow'r of hell
and death is at your side,
know that I am with you through it all.

Praise My Soul
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven;

To His feet Thy tribute bring!
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like me His praise should sing?
Praise Him! praise Him! (2)
Praise the everlasting King!

Praise Him for His grace and favour,
To our fathers in distress!
Praise Him still the same for ever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless!
Praise Him! praise Him! (2)
Glorious in His faithfulness!

Newsletter sponsors needed.
If you can help please contact any of
the priests or the Parish Office.

Ordination of Fr. Kieran O'Reilly as Bishop of Killaloe
— 29th August 2010

Fr. Kieran O'Reilly SMA will be ordained Bishop of Killaloe on
Sunday 29 August at 3pm in the Cathedral of Saints Peter
and Paul in Ennis, County Clare. We have been allocated 24
tickets for the ordination and if you wish to attend please give
your name to any of the priests no later than 11am this Sun-
day morning. A draw will take place at the end of 12 noon
Mass if we have more than 24 names.

A Prayer for our Bishop-Elect
Gracious God, you sent your only Son amongst us
so that we may come to know you.

Guide Kieran our Bishop,
to act justly, to love tenderly and
to walk humbly in your way
so that he may make known the message of Christ,
your Son.

May Kieran be a faithful servant,

a wise teacher, preacher of the truth and
a gentle shepherd
to guide our Diocese of Killaloe,
so that we may journey together and praise you
day by day. Amen.

The Diocese of Killaloe has recently published the up-
dated policies and procedures for Safeguarding
Children. These are the standards by which this diocese
operates and we will be ensuring that our practice in the
parish of Birr is fully in accordance with these policies and
procedures.

In his foreword to the new document, Bishop Walsh wrote
that

‘our diocese is fully committed to continue to:

Welcome and listen sympathetically to anyone who has
been a victim of abuse;

Do all in our power to help survivors towards healing;
Gently invite survivors to try to begin the journey of for-
giveness, always acknowledging that for some the pain is
still too deep even to set out on that journey;

Ensure, as far as it is humanly possible, that such abuse
will never occur in the future;

Liaise and co-operate fully with the appropriate statutory
authorities in regard to all aspects of this matter.'

He concludes with the words, 'May all of us, young and
old, be ever conscious and respectful of how special and
sacred each one of us is.'

Best Wishes to Birr Vintage Week
& Arts Festival

Feast Days this Week

Monday 9th - St. Teresa Benedict of the Cross - Born into a
Jewish family in Poland in 1891, Edith Stein became a Catho-
lic & Carmelite nun in 1922. She died in Auschwitz on 9 Au-
gust 1942. She is a patron of Europe.

Tuesday 10th - St. Lawrence - A deacon of the early church,
he was martyred around 258.

Wednesday 11th - St. Clare - She followed Francis of Assisi
in his rule of life, and founded the Poor Clares. She was an
extremely holy & charitable woman and is the patron of televi-
sion.

Thursday 12th - St. Jane Frances de Chantal - A French
woman who was widowed at 28 with 4 children. Through the
religious order she founded, she desired the spread of holi-
ness and virtue.

also St. Muiredach - The founder of the church at Killala.
also St. Attracta - Lived in the 6th or 7th century and tradition
tells us that she had great healing powers.

also St. Lelia - She is reputed to have been baptised by St.
Patrick, and had a church near Thomond Bridge in Limerick.
Friday 13th - Saints Pontian & Hippolytus Pontian was
bishop of Rome in 230 and Hippolytus was a Roman priest.
Both died from ill-treatment during great persecutions.

also St Fachtna His monastery at Ross Carbery had a fa-
mous scripture school. He died around the year 600.
Saturday 14th - St. Maxmilian Kolbe - A Franciscan who
died in Auschwitz in 1941.

Community News

Birr Vintage Week & Arts Festival - Donkey Derby

Change of Date - Please note that the Donkey Derby
listed in the Festival Programme as taking place on Tuesday
17 August at 7.30pm at the County Arms has been moved to
Wednesday 18 August at 8pm. For further information con-
tact the Festival Info Line at 087 9226961.

Social Dancing takes place in Carrig Community Hall on
Thursday, 19th August from 9:30 to 12:30pm. Music by Pat
Conlan. Homemade treats, refreshments and draw on the
night. All are welcome.

The Offaly Hospice Foundation is looking for volun-
teers to host Coffee Mornings on Thursday 16" September.
All the money raised in Offaly stays in Offaly to provide hos-
pice care here. You can register to host a Coffee Morning by
ringing Offaly Hospice at 057-9328634 or email offalyhos-
pice@gmail.com.

Bereaved by Suicide - It may help you to talk with a living
Links Volunteer. Please phone 086 0565373 between 5-
7p.m. Monday to Friday or leave a message at other times
and we will get back to you and arrange for one of our volun-
teers to meet you. Our support is completely confidential and
all our volunteers are trained for this work.

Killaloe Diocesan Autumn Pilgrimage to Lourdes -
Bishop elect, Kieran O’Reilly will lead the Autumn Pilgrimage
from the diocese to Lourdes on Monday 27th September to
Saturday 2nd October. Direct from Shannon Airport the cost
is €660. Booking forms are available from Joe Walsh Tours,
Dublin on 01-6789926 or contact Fr. Tom Ryan, SS John &
Paul Presbytery, Shannon, Co. Clare.

Youth 2000 Summer Festival, Clonmacnois, Thursday
12th - Sunday 15th August 2010. For young people age 16-
35, Free buses available from around the country. For more
info call 086-3025442 check our website: www.youth2000.ie.




