
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that the 7.30am Mass will resume on Monday 11 
January. 
 

Community News 
 

 

Womens Day of Prayer - Preparatory meeting in Method-

ist Church on Thursday 21st January at 8.00 p.m. Those in-
terested in this meeting are most welcome and encouraged to 
attend. 
 
 

Pastoral Council Executive - next meeting on Wednes-

day 13th January at 8.00 p.m. in the Conference Room. 
 
 

Oxmantown Singers - spring term commences on Janu-

ary 25th in the County Arms Hotel. 
 
 

Services for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People -

Wednesday 20th January, at the Old Health Centre, Johns 
Terrace, Birr, from 10am to 1pm.  This is a free service where 
you can get advice about hearing aids, equipment for your 
home to help you hear the doorbell, phone, smoke alarm, 
television.  Also information on Irish Sign Language, Tinnitus 
and Lip-reading.  Come in and have a chat, see some of the 
equipment and information leaflets available.  No need for an 
appointment.   HSE hearing aids can receive minor repairs 
and batteries for all hearing aids can be purchased for €3 for 
a packet of 6. Appointments can be made for a private con-
sultation for hearing aids in Tullamore; hearing aids are com-
petitively priced at €950 or €1,250 each, or you can phone 
1800 256 257.  For more information please contact: Deaf-
Hear.ie Midlands, Church Street, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.  Tel: 
057 9351606 or email: tullamore@deafhear.ie 
 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place from 18
-25 January and will be marked by an opportunity for prayer 
and petition in St Brendan's Church of Ireland. The church 
will be open on Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 January, during 
which time you will have the chance to reflect and pray for 
your particular needs. Evening Prayer on Sunday 24 January 
at 7.30pm will close the week of prayer. More details will be 
published in the coming weeks.  
 

Feast Days this Week 
 

Wednesday 13th - St. Hilary who was bishop of Poitiers in 
France in the fourth century and worked hard in preaching 
against various heresies. 
Friday 15th - St. Ita, born in Waterford, she founded a mon-
astery in Kileedy in Co. Limerick. She is known as  'foster-
mother of the Saints of Ireland'. Her monastery attracted 
large numbers of young people. She lived in the sixth cen-
tury. 
 

I’M VERY WELL THANK YOU  

There is nothing the matter with me  

I’m as healthy as can be.  

I have arthritis in both my knees  

and when I talk, I talk with a wheeze.  

My pulse is weak and my blood is thin  

but I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.  
 

Arch supports I have for my feet  

or I wouldn’t be able to be on the street.  

Sleep is denied me night after night  

but every morning I find I’m alright.  

My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin  

but I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.  
 

The moral is this, as my tail I unfold  

that for you and for me, who are growing old  

It’s better to say I’m fine, with a grin,  

then to let folks know the shape we are in.  

How did I know that my youth was all spent?  

well – ‘my get up and go’ just got up and went.  
 

But I really don’t mind when I think with a grin  

of all the great places my feet have been in.  

Old age is golden; I’ve heard it said,  

but sometimes I wonder as I get into bed,  

With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in a cup,  

my eyes on the table until I get up.  
 

E’re sleep overtakes me, I say to myself?’.  

‘Is there anything else I could lay on the shelf?’.  

When I was young, my slippers were red,  

I could kick my heels right over my head;  

When I was older my slippers were blue,  

but still I could dance the whole night through.  
 

Now I am old my slippers are black,  

I walk to the stove and puff my way back.  

I get up each morning and dust of my wits,  

and pick up the paper and read the ‘Obits’;  

If my name is still missing I know I’m not dead,  

so I have a good breakfast and go back to bed. 

 

 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer of Thanks for Family and Friends 
 

Blessed are You, loving Father, 
For all your gifts to us. 

Blessed are You for giving us family and friends 

To be with us in times of joy and sorrow, 
To help us in days of need, 

And to rejoice with us in moments of celebration.. 
 

Father, 
We praise You for Your Son Jesus, 

Who knew the happiness of family and friends, 
And in the love of Your Holy Spirit. 
Blessed are you for ever and ever. 

 
Amen.  

Sat 9th 7.30 p.m. Christy & Nora Cleary & Tommy Pey 
Jack & Mary Scully 
Margaret & Tobias Halpin &  
Catherine & Martin Lalor 

Sun 10th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. John & Mary Carroll 
Margaret Pilton 

 12 Noon Tommy Wrafter & family 
Ellen & James Feehily 
Noel & Joan Corboy 

 6.30 p.m. Mass for Polish Community 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 11th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Jimmy Byrne 

Tue 12th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m. Deceased Eucharistic Adorers 
Patrick, Jimmy & Magaret Smyth 

Wed 13th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Sarah Murphy 

Thu 14th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 15th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 16th 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. John McDermott (MM) 
Kathleen Loughnane 
Hoctor family 
Stephen Stapleton, Anthony, Agnes, 
Sarah Brady 

Sun 17th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. John Irwin 
Eamon & Marie Sheppard 
Joe Flynn 

 12 Noon Geraldine Bergin 
Brian Guidera 
Geoffrey Liffey 

 6.30 p.m.  

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,395 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 17th January -  

                           D. Sullivan 
 

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 17th January - J. Woods & V. Woods 

Sponsored by 
 

County Arms Hotel 

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the souls of  

Mathew Dixon, brother of Celia 

Watson, Brid Caldwald, sister of 

Pat Fleury. 

 

If you are planning to marry in the Catholic Church, you 
should contact any of the local priests who are best to ad-
vise you on what you need to do. In the Diocese of Killaloe 
you must attend a marriage preparation course that is offi-
cially recognised and at present only ACCORD, 1850 58 
5000 or www.accord.ie or the courses offered by Esker Mon-
astery, 091 844549 are acceptable in the Diocese. Allow 
yourself at least six months for preparations before your pre-
ferred date for Marriage.  

Eucharistic Adoration 
 
We thank John Gormley for his dedica-
tion as Chairperson of the Eucharistic 
Adorers since 1996. He always carried 
out his duties with efficiency and gener-
osity. 

We wish Majella Gibbons every success and blessing as 
she takes over from John in association with the other co-
ordinators. 
Anyone is welcome to spend some with Our Lord in our 
Adoration. If you would like to take on a regular hour then 
please contact Majella on 087-6961097 or the Parish  
Office. 

Thank You 
 
 
Sincere thanks to all who 
sponsored our newsletter 
in 2009. Sponsors in-
cluded the Marian Hall, Crinkill Merchants, Curtain Design, 
Birr Stage Guild, O’Sullivan Cab Hire and Crinkill Super-
stores as well as Anonymous sponsorship. 
 
If you would like to sponsor the newsletter in 2010 please 
do not hesitate to contact one of the priests or the Parish 
Office. 
 
We would also like to thank those who donated a Station of 
the Cross in the Garden of Tranquillity in memory of their 
deceased family members. 

It is not how much you do,  

but how much love  
you put in the doing . 


