Parish Office: 057 9122028
Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie

BIRR PARISH

Priest on duty this weelFr. Michael Reddan

Parish Mobile: 086 3531955
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie

Fr. Tony Cahird 057-9120097
Br e n da nPrsDavid Carrolld 057-9120098
Fr. Michael Reddand 057-9121757
Fr. Pat Gilbertd 057-9120098

Birr

Parish Office Opening Hours

the Annunciation
Carrig

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
10.30 am.112.15 p.m.

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Collection Total for last Sunday - €3,298
Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 18th April -

Ann Hoctor
Parish Development Fund Counters -

If you are planning to marry in the Diocese of Killaloe,
please note that you are required to attend a marriage
preparation course organised by ACCORD or at Esker Mon-
astery outside Athenry.

Contact one of the local priests for further information and
other details of what you need to do in preparing for mar-
riage

Sunday 18th April - E. Nolan, B. King & J. Wheafer

Prayer of St Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred let me sow love,
where there is injury let me sow pardon,
where there doubt let me sow faith,
where there is despair let me sow hope,
where there is darkness let me give light,
where there is sadness let me give joy.

O divine master, grant that | may
not try to be comforted but to comfort,
not try to be understood but to understand,
not try to be loved but to love.

For it is giving that we receive,
it is forgiving that we are forgiven,
and it is dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen

Sat 10th Frank Coughlan (MM)
Jim & Lily Reid
Michael & Margaret Molloy
Johnny & Harry Ryan
Sun 11th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Brendan Murphy
Christy Loughnane & Teresa Queeney
Dorothy Mee
12 Noon Jim Normile (MM)
Vera Tobin & family
Joe & Phil Shortt & Annie Shortt
Seamus Hogan
Carrig 9.30 a.m.  Billy Pender
Dolly & Tom Butler
John Kennedy
Mon 12th  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Easter Bouquet Intentions
Tue 13th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Desceased Eucharistic Adorers
Wed 14th  7.30 a.m.  Easter Bouquet Intentions
10.00 a.am. Tommy Kennedy
Thu 15th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Fri 16th 7.30 a.m.  Easter Bouquet Intentions
10.00 a.m.
Sat 17th 10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m.  Elizabeth Donoghue
Jane Mahoney
Edmond Donovan
Sun 18th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. James Donoghue
12 Noon Katie Clougher-Murdock (1st Ann)
Eileen Walsh
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
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With every act of love you do today,
you weave one more golden thread
in the blanket that will warm you
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Your prayers are requested
for the repose of the souls of
Joe Kennedy, Rita O’Meara
Sr. Gabriel O’Reilly, aunt of
Veronica Minnock,

John Hourigan, son-in-law of
Brigid & James Callaghan

We wish to say mile
buiochas to all who were
involved in last week's
Easter ceremonies. Those
who prepared churches
and liturgies, those who
participated in them, and those who attended the various
ceremonies during Holy Week. There are so many who
played a role and we assure you of our prayers even though
we may not have had the chance to thank you personally.

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Feast Days this Week

Tuesday 13th - St. Martin| The last Pope to be venerated
as a martyr, he died in 655 from harsh treatment in prison.
Friday 16th - St Bernadette Soubirous (1844-1879) Perhaps
you might be more familiar with her as Bernadette of
Lourdes, she was canonised in 1933, and is recognised as a
saint for her humility.

7.30 a.m. Mass resumes on Monday, 12th April.

Please return your Trécaire box or envelope before the end
of this week; thanks to all those who have given so gener-
ously to Trocaire's Lenten campaign.

Items for the noticeboards should be handed into the Par-
ish Office; any unsolicited material put on noticeboards or left
around the church is removed for recycling.

Could you turn your hand to becoming a priest? Does
your current Job fit you? Why not look beyond the norm?
Come along to a Vocations open day on April 17th in Mount
St. Joseph Abbey Roscrea and spend some time with like
minded men to explore new possibilities for your future? To
book or for further information contact Fr. Iggy McCor-
mack Tel: 086-2777139 ignaid@hotmail.com

Liturgy Meeting in Conference Room on Tuesday April 13th
at8 p.m.

Community News

Carrig Social Dancing— Carrig Community Hall on
Thursday, 15th April 2010 at 9:30 Music by Eddie Keogh. All
are welcome. Please note Peter Burke will play on 20th May.

Monastic Vocation - Single women interested in finding
out more about monastic vocation are invited to join in our life
of prayer, liturgy, work and recreation on the weekend of 23rd
-25th April, 2010. Please contact Sr Gabrielle O.Ss.R. at 086
816 4179 or email gabrielle.fox@redemptorists.ie

Riverstown Tidy Towns—Next meeting on Monday,
12th April at 9.00 pm in Gleesons pub - All are welcome.

Crinkill Parents Association are holding their annual

cake sale and coffee morning in aid of Crinkill National
School on Saturday, 17th April from 10.30-12.30. in the
school. All are welcome.

Services for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People -
Wednesday 21% April, at the Old Health Centre, Johns Ter-
race, Birr, from 10am to 1pm. HSE hearing aids can receive
minor repairs and batteries for all hearing aids can be pur-
chased for €3 for a packet of 6. For a free hearing test in Tul-
lamore, please contact the resource office. For more infor-
mation please contact: Tel: 057 9351606.

Offaly County Childcare Committee are hosting a 4
night Childminding in the Home/QAP course, beginning on
14th April in Tullamore. For more information call Fiona on
057-9370631.

Newsletter Sponsors are needed.
If you would like to help please
contact one of the priests or the
Parish Office.

Prayer for a new bishop

“Let us pray for a new Bishop - Eternal God, shepherd and
guide, in your mercy give your Church in the diocese of
Killaloe, a shepherd after your own heart, who will walk in
your ways, and with loving care watch over your people. Give
us a leader of vision and a teacher of your truth. So may your
Church be built up and your name glorified, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen."

Something to Ponder...aren't we blessed?

If you woke up this morning with more health than ill-
ness...you are more blessed than the million who will not sur-
vive this week; if you have never experienced the danger of
battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture or
the pangs of starvation...you are ahead of 500 million people
in the world; if you have food in the fridge, clothes on your
back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep...you are richer
than 75% of the world; if you can read this notice, you are
more blessed than over two billion people in the world that
cannot read at all.

May the blessing of light be on you, light without and
light within.

May the blessed sunlight shine upon you and warm
your heart till it glows,
Like a great peat fire, so that the stranger may come
and warm himself at it, as well as the friend.

And may the light shine out of the eyes of you,
like a candle set in the windows of a house,
Bidding the wanderer to come in out of the storm.

And may the blessing of the rain be on you - the soft
sweet rain.
May it fall upon your spirit so that all the little flowers
may spring up,
And shed their sweetness on the air.

And may the blessing of the great rains be on you,
that they beat upon your spirit and wash it fair and
clean,
and leave there many a shining pool, and sometimes a
star.

And may the blessing of the earth be on you - the
great round earth;
May you ever have a kindly greeting for people you
pass
as you are going along the roads.

And now may the Lord bless you, and bless you
kindly.”
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