
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sub-committee of the Parish Pastoral Council has been 

working on a vision statement and mission statement 
for the parish of Birr. The draft text below was presented 

to the June meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council and we 
are now publishing the proposed statement here in the news-
letter. The purpose of the statement is to give a sense of how 
the parish might develop and grow in the coming years, and 
in particular how the Parish Pastoral Council may develop 
and encourage the growth of the parish.  
Your comments on the statement are welcome: you can con-
tact any of the priests or the parish office directly. It is in-
tended to present the final statement in the Autumn.  You 
can read more about the development of the statement 
online at www.stbrendansbirr.ie. 

 

Vision & Mission Statement 
The people of our parish, believing in and inspired by  
Jesus Christ, are committed to making our parish a place 
where each person feels welcome, accepted and valued. 
Together we strive to build up a dynamic, caring and 
Christian community that is characterised by faith,  
mission, worship and service.  
The Parish Pastoral Council brings together lay people, 
religious and the ordained, to ensure the fulfilment of this 
vision, enhancing the quality of parish life and parish  
activity, and will work to establish a year-round  
stewardship programme to make the best use of all our 
gifts of time and talent. 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all who are visiting Birr at this time and hope 
that you have a pleasant stay in the locality; Céad Míle 
Fáilte. 
  

On Saturday 28 August as part of Heritage Week, there will 
be an ecumenical celebration of St Brendan of Birr. The 

pilgrimage will begin here in St Brendan's before moving to 
the Methodist church, continuing to St Brendan's Church of 
Ireland and finishing at the old St Brendan's Church. It will 
begin at 2.30pm; all will be welcome to attend this celebra-
tion of our local saint. 
  

Car Parking - please note the spaces marked in the church 

grounds for drivers with disabilities and refrain from parking 
in these spaces if you are not qualified to do so. Please 
make sure that you do not obstruct other cars when parking 
in church grounds and do drive slowly - always be aware of 
pedestrians. 
  

All reading material should be handed into the Parish Office 
before being placed on church noticeboards or left around 
either church. All unsolicited material will be removed 
for recycling.  
 

Children’s Liturgy will take place at the 10.30 a.m. Mass 
on Sunday 25th July. Please meet at the front seat. New par-
ents are welcome to join in. 
 

Congratulations to 29 young boys and girls who enrolled 

as Young Pioneers recently. 
 

A Blessing At the Beginning of the Day 
May the God of new beginnings lead us forward in this day 

May the God who brought us new life in Christ 
fill us with resurrection joy this day 

May the God who abides within us be revealed to all we 
meet this day 

May the God who consoles and protects us soothe any 
heartache this day 

May the God who desires abundance of life for all creation 
renew our spirits this day 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

Annual Mass in Clonoghill Cemetery on Wednesday 14th 
July at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Killaloe Diocesan Night Vigil to Knock Shrine on Friday 
August 6th 2010.  Ceremonies begin at 9 p.m. 
 

4th National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at The 
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, on Sunday, September 12th 
2010.   
 

 

Feast Days this Week 
Tuesday 13th - St. Henry  (973-1024) He was Duke of Bava-
ria and known as a humble and just ruler. 
Wednesday 14th - St. Camillus de Lellis (1550-1614) A sol-
dier who converted to Christianity when 25; he became a 
priest and worked for the sick, especially in places where 
many others would not work. He is patron of nurses, hospitals 
and the sick. 
Thursday 15th - St. Bonaventure Lived in Italy in the 13th 
century; he was a Franciscan priest, and was an important 
theologian during the Church Council of Lyons. He was also 
Archbishop of Albano. 
Friday 16th - Our Lady of Mount Carmel The Carmelite com-
munities established this feast in the 14th century 
and celebrates the scapular given to St Simon Stock by Our 
Lady in a vision. He had started living as hermit in the trunk of 
a tree at the age of 12, before joining the Carmelites.  
 
 

 Community News 
 

Wilmer Tennis Summer Camp for children age 6-14 will 

take place at Wilmer Tennis Club from Monday July 12th to 
Friday July 16th. Coaching is provided each morning for the 
week. The cost, which includes membership of the club for 
the year, is €30. Places are available. Contact (086) 4052559 
for details/registration.  
 

Social Dancing in Carrig Community Hall, Birr is on 

Thursday, 15th July from 9:30 to 12:30pm.  Music by Bren-
dan Lee and Patricia. Homemade treats, refreshments and 
draw on the night.  All are welcome. 
 

Free Computer Courses at your local library - 

courses include beginners to advanced computer skills, 
health & safety and business and are available through 
eLearning in the library. Contact the library for more details. 
 

Organic Vegetables available from Rivervew Resources 

in the Old Hospital Grounds, Birr. Call in or call 057-9122552. 
 

Eagles FC - the new football club in town would like to 

thank all who supported their recent fundraising campaign. 
Any adult interested in joining the club contact 087-9484125.  

 

Playdays Playschool, Emmet Street. Pre-school places 

available from 1st Sept. 2010 - June 2011. Contact Martina 
Dooley on 086-4057182 or Anne Kelly on 086-1954743 
 

Montessori pre-school opening in September in Birr, offer-

ing a sessional service for 3-6yr olds.  Further information 
contact Teresa @ 0863975444 
 

Birr Outdoor Education Centre - Adventure Summer 

Camps, July 12th-16th (14-17yrs), August 2nd-6th (11-15 
yrs), August 13th-20th Open Days (8-80 years) For more in-
formation call 057-9120029 
 

Youth 2000 Summer Festival, Clonmacnois, Thursday 

12th - Sunday 15th August 2010. For young people age 16-
35, Free buses available from around the country. For more 
info call 086-3025442 check our website: www.youth2000.ie. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christ be Our Light 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 
 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  

 
The Servant Song 

Brother, sister, let me serve you 
Let me be as Christ to you. 

Pray that I might have the grace to 
Let you be my servant, too. 

 

We are pilgrims on a journey. 
Fellow travellers on the road. 

We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load. 

 
Give Me Joy 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 
Give me joy in my heart, I pray, 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 
Keep me praising 'till the break of day. 

 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 
Sing hosanna to the King of kings! 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 
Sing hosanna to the King. 

 

Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting, 
Give me peace in my heart, I pray, 

Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting, 
Keep me praying 'till the end of day.  

Sat 10th 7.30 p.m. Colin & Bernard Russell 
Frank Reilly 
Kathleen Cussen 

Sun 11th 8.30 a.m. Nora Maguire 

 10.30 a.m. Eileen King 
Mary Kathleen Cox 

 12 Noon Des O’Donnell 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 12th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Tue 13th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Deceased Eucharistic Adorers 

Wed 14th 7.30 a.m. Roy & Teresa Breen 

 10.00 a.m. Patrick McCarthy (MM) 
Mary Sheehan 
Peter Plunkett & Bridget Regan 

Thu 15th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 16th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Peggy & Brendan Gallagher & daughter 
Patricia Dunne 
Molly Gallagher (1st Ann) 
Tom Gallagher & Molly Nevin 

Sat 17th 10.00 a.m. Patrick & Teresa Mulrooney 

 7.30 p.m. Jim O’Callaghan 
Patrick Donoghue 
Raphael & Catherine Reynolds 

Sun 18th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Thomas Hynes 
Wall family 

 12 Noon John Kearns 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Deceased members of Carrig GAA club 

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                       Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Tony Cahir 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - û1,911 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 18th July -  

                            Lisa O’Brien 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 18th July - B. Bolger & G. Cashen 

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the soul of 

Jack Kenny, brother of Andy 

John Kiely, brother of Peggy 

Margaret McCarthy, niece of Eileen 

Sponsored  
  

Anonymously 

The Priests Collection will be taken up at all masses this 

Sunday. Your generosity is very much appreciated. 

Newsletter sponsors needed. 
If you can help please contact any of the 

priests or the Parish Office. 


