BIRR PARISH

Fr. Pat Gilbertd 057-9120098

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Sat 11th 7.30 p.m.  James Ryan
Raphael Reynolds
Tom & Christina Brereton
Colin & Bernard Russell
Sun 12th 8.30a.m.  Sean, John & Bridget Horan &
Bernadette King
10.30 a.m. Andy Tierney (MM)
Annie Hoctor
12 Noon Con Phelan (MM)
Maureen Cotter (MM)
Michael Clavin
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
Mon 13th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Tue 14th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Peter Plunkett
Deceased Eucharistic Adorers
Wed 15th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Patrick Hutchinson & baby Martin &
baby Sophie
Thu 16th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Mary Sheehan
7.30 p.m.  Mass in Clonoghill Cemetery
Fri 17th 7.30a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m. Jim O’Callaghan
Sat 18th 10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m.  Patrick Donoghue
Wall family
Kate Cooke & Joanna Pardy
Sun 19th 8.30 a.m.  William & Florence Cooke
10.30 a.m. Eileen King
12 Noon Mary Cleary (1st Ann)
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
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Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 19th July -
G. Connaughton

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 19th July - M. Breen & O. Nolan

Fr. Richard Purcell OCSO, was consecrated as the new
Abbot of Mount St. Joseph’s Abbey, Roscrea on this Satur-
day (11th July). We congratulate him and wish him all the
best in his new role. We ask that you keep him and all the
members of the Cistercian community of Roscrea in your
prayers.

Getting Married - If you are intending to marry, please

Your prayers are requested for the
W\ repose of the soul of
=#% Peter McEvoy
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contact a member of the parish team to book the church and
organise paperwork. If you are getting married outside the
parish you will need to complete some paperwork; in either
case please allow at least six months for completion of the
necessary documents. You must also attend a marriage
preparation course and in the Diocese of Killaloe courses or-
ganised by ACCORD or Redemptorists at Esker are the only
courses officially recognised and approved. The contact num-
ber for ACCORD is 1850 58 5000 or www.accord.ie

Some interesting websites for you - sacredspace.ie, a
popular website which offers a chance for ten minutes of
prayer a day. www.killaloediocese.ie is the official website
for our Diocese. www.catholicireland.net is a rich resource
of information and reflection on Catholicism and the wider

Christian community. And don't forget our own website
www.stbrendansbirr.ie offering plenty of information on the
parish, featuring the catalogues of the parish library. The
parish library is a resource that anyone in or outside the
parish is welcome to use.

Prayer of Thanks for Family & Friends

Blessed are You, loving Father,
For all your gifts to us.
Blessed are You for giving us family and friends
To be with us in times of joy and sorrow,
To help us in days of need,
And to rejoice with us in moments of celebration..

Father,
We praise You for Your Son Jesus,
Who knew the happiness of family and friends,
And in the love of Your Holy Spirit.
Blessed are you for ever and ever.

Amen.

Sponsors are needed for the Newsletter for the
months August through to December

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - 7 2, 6 }J|5

We are delighted to welcome Gerard Jones
to the parish for the month of July. He is a
student for priesthood in the Diocese of
Killaloe and is based in the Irish College in
Rome. He has four years of study completed Welcome!
and will hopefully be ordained a deacon in 2010. We hope
that he will enjoy his experience here in Birr parish and
please keep him in your prayers.
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If you wish to join the Saturday Evening/Sunday Readers
panel please leave your name, contact number and Mass you
would like to read at to the Parish Office by Friday July 24th.

Priests Collection will be taken up at all masses this week-
end. As always we are very grateful for your generosity.

The Children's Liturgy will return in September and we will
have more details about it in September. Thanks to all who
took part in the past year and we look forward to welcoming
you back in the Autumn. If you are interested in helping out,
please contact the priest on duty or leave your name into the
Parish Office.

Pope's Intentions for July

General: That the Christians of the Middle East may live
their faith in full freedom and be an instrument of peace
and reconciliation

Mission: that the Church may be the seen and nucleus of
a humanity reconciled and reunited in God's one and only
family, thanks to the testimony of all the faithful in every
country in the world.

Community News

Birr Historical Society guided tour of Redwood and Por-
tumna Castle will take place on Sunday 18th July from the
Marian Hall at 2.00 p.m. Any members or friends who would
like to go must confirm their booking with Bridget on 057-
9120537 as seats are limited.

Margaret Kelly’s Book of Poetry will be launched in
Lusmagh Hall on Saturday 18th July at 9 o’'clock. Entertain-
ment and refreshments provided. Book costs €10. All are wel-
come.

Table Quiz in aid of 41st Birr Vintage Week & Arts

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Thursday 16th July - Cemetery Mass in Clonoghill at 7.30
p-m. All are welcome.

November 23rd - December 1st 2009 - A Solemn Novena
will take place in Birr from Monday 23 November to Tuesday
1 December 2009. Its theme will be ‘Lord that | may see!
Seeking a vision for our day'. A team from the Redemptorist
Fathers will conduct the Novena and in the coming months
we will be highlighting the various events that will take place
during the Novena. So, putit in your diary today!

The next time the devil reminds you of your past,

remind him of his future! -cs rewis

Feast Days this Week

Monday 13th - St. Henry, 973-1024, Duke of Bavaria & later
an Emperor. He was a humbile ruler and reformer of the
Church

Tuesday 14th - St. Camillus de Lellis, 155-1614, He was a
soldier who lived a rough life until his conversion at the age of
25. He then became a great servant of the sick and founded
hospitals especially in poorer and dangerous places. He is
patron saint of nurses, hospitals and the sick.

Wednesday 15th - St. Bonaventure, lived in the 13th cen-
tury, a Franciscan, a great teacher and theologian.
Thursday 16th - Our Lady of Mount Carmel Tradition tells
us that Our Lady appeared to St. Simon Stock at Cambridge
in 1251 and gave him a scapular by which all who wear it are
promised the protection of Our Blessed Mother.

Festival takes place at the Swan Bar, Birr on Friday 24th
July at 9pm. Table of 4 €20 and all proceeds go towards the
many free and subsidised events throughout the week of the
festival. The committee would also like to thank everyone for
their generous contribution in the recent bag packing fund-
raisers. Please continue to support your local festival!

Interested in Training and Working in Care? Offaly
Local Development Company in association with FAS invites
applications for a 6 month full-time FETAC Level 5
“Healthcare Support” course commencing soon in Birr. Suit-
able applicants may qualify for a FAS allowance. Entry Re-
quirements include Leaving Cert or equivalent, Currently un-
employed/in receipt of social welfare payment, Genuine inter:
est in working with older people, Garda clearance essential,
Age 18+. Mature applicants with previous experience in care
work, but who may not have Leaving Cert are encouraged to
make enquires. Telephone 057-9123940 for enquires and
application form.

Services for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People -
Wednesday 15" July, at the Old Health Centre, Johns Ter-
race, Birr, from 10am to 1pm. Come in and have a chat, see
some of the equipment and information leaflets available.
HSE hearing aids can receive minor repairs and batteries for
all hearing aids can be purchased. Contact DeafHear.ie on
057 9351606 or email: tullamore@deafhear.ie
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"The Paradox of Our Time in history

is that we have taller buildings

but shorter tempers;

wider freeways,

but narrower viewpoint
We talk too much, love too seldom,

and hate too often.

We've learned how to make a living,

but not a life;

we've added years to life,
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not | ife to yearseée
We've been all the way to the moon and
back,

but have trouble crossing the street to
meet a new neighbour...

These are the times of fast foods

and slow digestion;

big people and small character;

steep profits and shallow relationships'

(By George Carlin, from ‘Paradox of Our Time' -
more next week)

Sponsored by
Marian Hall




