
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all those who participated in last Thursday's  

Corpus Christi procession and to all who helped to organ-
ise it. It was a lovely occasion and good to see so many peo-
ple join in.  
 

If you feel that you have a vocation to priesthood or reli-
gious life and would like to talk with someone, please con-
tact the Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr Ignatius McCormack 
- 086 277139 or ignaid@hotmail.com. You are always wel-
come to talk with one of the local priests. Please pray for 
those who are continuing their studies for priesthood and reli-
gious life, especially those from our own parish. Over the next 
two weeks we are delighted to welcome our own Michael 
Geraghty who will have his Summer placement with us here 
in Birr. Michael has completed his first year of study in St. 
Patrick's College Maynooth; we have plenty of hard work 
lined up for him for the next two weeks!  
 

Over the coming weeks we will be publishing the standards in 

place in Birr Parish as part of the Killaloe Diocesan 'Keeping 
Children Safe Policy'  
These standards have been unanimously approved by the 
Parish Pastoral Council and all necessary procedures as pro-
posed by the Diocesan Child Safety Committee, have been 
adopted. 

Two adults must be present where any young people 

are involved in church activities 

Altar servers sign a register on every occasion they 

attend church, for liturgy and rehearsal 

Permission forms are obtained for all under 18 year-

olds taking part in choirs, readers or altar servers. 
These forms are kept on file for ten years. 

All adults and clergy working with children sign a self-

declaration form. At present all clergy and adults work-
ing/helping in the sacristy and are present at the same 
time as children, must obtain Garda clearance. 

The Mission Statement regarding young people in-

volved in church activities is displayed in both churches 
and the Marian Hall. 

 

Parking spaces for people with disabilities are reserved 
at the Mercy Primary School side of St Brendan's Church and 
are clearly marked out. However, some people without the 
blue badge are using these spaces; we would respectfully 
ask that you refrain from doing so, as this is unfair on those 
who are entitled to use these spaces.  
 

Beside the Prayer for Students at the Altar rails is a petition 
box. You might like to include the names of students taking 
exams to be included in Mass during June. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Reflection  
O Sacred Power,  
        empowering all who are powerless  
        and overpowered  
        by all the forces rising up  
        to take control of the universe  
        by taking control of us,  
        give us the means to change our status  
        and forgive us our triumphal traits,  
        for we know  
        that Yours is the glory  
        and power forever and ever.   Amen  

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

Annual Mass in Clonoghill Cemetery on Wednesday 14th 
July at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Annual Killaloe Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine on 
Sunday 4th July 2010,  Led by Bishop Willie Walsh.  Ceremo-
nies begin at 2:30 p.m. 
 

Killaloe Diocesan Night Vigil to Knock Shrine on Friday 
August 6th 2010.  Ceremonies begin at 9 p.m. 
 

Saturday 28th August - An ecumenical pilgrimage to honour 
St. Brendan of Birr will take place. 
 

4th National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at The 
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, on Sunday, September 12th 
2010.   
 

Feast Days this Week 
Monday 14th - St. Davnet - Lived in Co Monaghan and ac-
cording to tradition, founded a church and monastery in Sli-
abh Beagh. 
Saturday 19th - St. Romuald - An Italian monk who was 
known for his life of strict penance and solitude. He died in 
1027. 
 

Community News 
 

St. Pio Mass next Tuesday, 15th at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Alfie Lambe Fiesta - on Saturday 26th June in the GAA 

Centre, Arden Rd., Tullamore. A day to celebrate the life of 
the Servant of God, Alfie Lambe, Legion of Mary envoy to 
South America 1953-1959. Music, entertainment, faith shar-
ing, slides, art competition and prayer. All welcome. 
 

3 Day Pilgrimage to Lough Derg - on Sunday 27th 

June. Bus leaves Emmet Square at 7.15 a.m. and goes via 
Banagher, Ferbane and Athlone. To reserve a seat please 
contact Lisa Egan on 087-6776730. 
 

Knock Youth Ministry challenges young people to Walk 

by Faith. Knock Shrine holds its 9th Annual Summer Festival 
from 25th - 27th June and calls on all young people (18-35 
years) to join in. The cost for the weekend is €70 including all 
meals and accommodation. For more information contact 094
-9388100 or check out www.knock-shrine.ie/youthfestival 
 

Social Dancing - in Carrig Community Hall on Thursday 

June 17th from 9:30 to 12:30pm.  Music by 'Dermot Lyons'. 
Homemade treats, refreshments and draw on the night.  All 
are welcome. 
 

Laois/Offaly branch of Arthritis Ireland - public infor-

mation meeting in Clonamore House, Tullamore on the 17th 
June.  Free foot scanning by TippToes from 7.00pm and 
speakers starting at 8.00pm.  The speakers are Mr Cogley, 
Orthopaedic Surgeon and Nichola Wade, Podiatrist. 
 

Offaly Carers Association - Thursday 17th June day 

Trip from Tullamore to the National Stud for all Carers and 
Cared for. Meet 10 am Carers Headquarters Tullamore. Bus 
to National Stud followed by guided Tour at 12: 30 pm. This is 
followed by lunch and return by Bus to Tullamore. Contact 
Tullamore Office to book on 057 93 22920. 
 

Do you live in the Clareen/ Rath /Killyon  area ? - 

West & South Offaly Rural Transport Programme now run a 
weekly Tuesday bus service to bring people to Tullamore and 
a Friday service bringing people to Birr – we can pick you up 
and drop you off at your own home. Contact Sarah on 05791 
51622. 
  

Do you live in the Coolderry area? - West & South 

Offaly RTP now run a weekly Friday bus service bringing 
people to Roscrea – we can pick you up and drop you off at 
your own home -  Contact Sarah 05791 51622. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Water of Life 
Water of Life, cleanse and refresh us: 

Raise us to life in Christ Jesus. 
  

All you who thirst come to the waters 
And you will never be thirsty again 

 

As rain from heav'n, so is God's word, 
Waters the earth and brings forth life. 

 

I Am The Bread Of Life 
I am the bread of life 

He who comes to Me shall not hunger 
He who believes in Me shall not thirst 

No one can come to Me unless the Father draw him 
 

And I will raise him up and I will raise him up 
And I will raise him up on the last day  

 

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 

Amazing Grace 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now, I see. 
 

T'was Grace that taught 
my heart to fear. 

And Grace, my fears relieved. 
How precious did that Grace appear 

the hour I first believed. 
 

Sat 12th 7.30 p.m. Maureen Cotter (1st Ann) 
Con Phelan (1st Ann) 
Brendan Donoghue 
Jack & Rita Carroll 

Sun 13th 8.30 a.m. Anthony & Catherine Lawlor 
Sean, John & Brigid Horan 

 10.30 a.m. Andy Tierney (1st Ann) 
Bud Burke 
Eileen & Michael Hoare 

 12 Noon Willie, Nancy & Fergal Parkinson 
Cyril & Peggy Kelly & Flynn family 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Des Reddan 
John King 

Mon 14th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Tue 15th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. John J. Pilkington 

 7.30 p.m. Mass for St. Pio 

Wed 16th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. William & Ethel Reams 
John & Annie Coolahan & family 

Thu 17th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 18th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 19th 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Tom & Mary Brummell 
Edward Sherlock 

Sun 20th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Willie Power 
John Dwyer 

 12 Noon Gerry Ryan (1st Ann) 

 6.30 p.m. Mass for Polish Community 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Oliver Kelly & son John & family 
Patrick & Bridget Redden 

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                       Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahir—057-9120097 

Fr. David Carroll—057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddan—057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbert—057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,365 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 20th June -  

                            Tony Dargan 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 20th June - P. O’Brien & J. Gilmartin 

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the soul of   

Tom OõNeill, formerly of Fortal 

Sponsored  
  

Anonymously 

PRAYER FOR THOSE TAKING EXAMS 
 

Loving God, be with me now  
as I prepare for my exams.  

Thank you for the many talents  
and gifts you have given me 

and for the opportunity of education. 
Calm my nerves and anxiety;  

help me to remember all that I have studied, 
to express it clearly and to answer the questions 

the very best that I can. 
Holy Spirit, sit with me in my exam - and always. 

In Jesus name. Amen. 

Why not take some time out and visit the Garden of  
Tranquility at the rear of the church? Enjoy a quiet prayer 
or the Stations of the Cross in beautiful and peaceful  
surroundings. 


