Birr

BIRR PARISH

Parish Office: 057 9122028
Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan

Parish Mobile: 086 3531955
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie

Fr. Tony Cahird 057-9120097
a n BrsDavid Carrolld 057-9120098
Fr. Michael Reddand 057-9121757
Fr. Pat Gilbertd 057-9120098

Parish Office Opening Hours

the Annunciation

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Carrig

10.30 am.112.15 p.m.

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in

Sat 12th

Sun 13th

Carrig
Mon 14th

Tue 15th

Wed 16th

Thu 17th

Fri 18th

Sat 19th

Sun 20th

Carrig

7.30 p.m.

8.30 a.m.

10.30 a.m

12 Noon

9.30 a.m.
7.30 a.m.

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Michael Roche, Martin Rice
Terry Kenny

Joe, Josephine & Kieran Hartnett
Molly & Denis O’'Mahony
Ann & Jim Connerton

. Peter & Charles King
Thomas (Charlie) Brummell
Annie, John & Margaret Smith

Ned King
James & Teresa Murray & daughter
Noreen

Bernadette Turner

10.00 a.m.

7.30 a.m.

10.00 a.m.

7.30 p.m.

7.30 a.m.

St. Pio Mass

10.00 a.m.

7.30 a.m.

10.00 a.m.

7.30 a.m.

10.00 a.m.

Paddy Shiels
People of the Parish

James Butler & son Camillus

10.00 a.m.

7.30 p.m.

8.30 a.m.

10.30 a.m.

12 Noon

6.30 p.m.
9.30 a.m.

Joan Curley (MM)

John Joe, Marie & Pat Sheeran
Margaret & William Hegarty

Margaret & William Connerton & Patsy
Longworth

James & Sarah Duffy, Eileen Corcoran

Rob & Joe Parkinson
William & Mary Murphy & sons Michael
& Billy, Keith family

Brian Guidera, Pat O’'Gorman & family
Martin & Elizabeth Lawlor & family

Polish Community Mass

Paudge Quinn (1st Ann) & Paul, Nora &
Patrick Quinn, James Hoctor

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday -7 2, 4 }|3
Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 20th September -

K. Egan
Parish Development Fund Counters -

Sunday 20th September - T. O'Meara & J. Reddin

Share a Prayer

A word of love from Jesus
Doné6ét you realise that My
plan to transform your life, beginning from this moment.
Trust in Me. Ask Me every day to enter and take charge
of your life - and | will. | promise you before My Father in

heaven that | will work miracles in your life. Why would |

do this? Because | Thirst For You. All | ask of you is that
you entrust yourself to me completely

6Love me as you ar
Do you have prayer or appropriate reflection you would
like to share? If so why not drop a copy of it into the

Parish Office for inclusion in the newsletter.

THE HARVEST PRAYER
(Anonymous 17th Century Sermon)

Please be gentle with yourself and others.
We are all children of chance,

And none can say why some fields blossom
While others lay brown beneath the harvest sun.
Take hope that your season will come.
Share the joy of those whose season is at hand.
Care for those around you.

Look past your differences.

Their dreams are no less than yours,
Their choices in life no more easily made.
And give.

Give in any way you can.

Give in every way you can.

Give whatever you possess.

Give from your heart.

To give is to love.

To withhold is to wither.

Care less for the size of your harvest
than for how it is shared,

And your life will have meaning
And your heart will have peace.

Confessions

Each Saturday
10.30 a.m.—11.30 a.m. & at 7.00 p.m. (before Vigil Mass)

A set of specially commissioned
Stations of the Cross have been
erected in our prayer garden at the
rear of St Brendan's Church. The sta-
tions were sculpted by Shane Gil-
more, a sculptor based in County

Clare, using slates from the roof of St.

Brendan's. The stations are dedicated

to the memory of the late Canon John Shalloo. Take
some time to visit the garden to reflect on the final jour-
ney of Christ as depicted in this new work.

Equador Mission Appeal - Fr. Colm Hogan will preach at all
Masses this coming weekend. Fr. Colm works with the St.
James Missionary Society in Equador, South America.

Pope’'s Intentions for September

Gereral: Ehat theeveord! pf Godangy be bettee kndwa, wal-
comed and lived as the source of freedom and joy.

Mission: That Christians in Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar,
who often meet with great difficulties, may not be discouraged
from announcing the Gospel to their brothers and sisters,
trusting in the strength of the Holy Spirit.

Harvest Thanksgiving Mass will be held on Sunday 20th
September at12 noon.

Community News

Our Lady of Fatima - Prayers in honour of Our Lady of
Fatima will be said at 9.30 a.m. on Saturday 3rd October.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes - 22nd-27th Septem-
ber. Anyone going on the pilgrimage or needing transport to
and from the airport should contact the Parish Office.

St. Pio Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine will take place on
Sunday 20th September. Bookings and full details at Whela-
han’s, Main St.

Birr Active Retirement Group - next meeting on Thurs-
day 17th September at 7.30 p.m. in the Resource Centre,
Londis Car Park. New members welcome.

Grow, world community mental health movement meets
every Tuesday night at 7.30pm in the Community Mental
Health Centre, The Convent, Wilmer Road, Birr. Contact
057-9351124 for more information.

Phelan-Mullan school of Irish Dancing resumes
classes on Wednesday, 16th September at 4.45 p.m. in the
Marian Hall. All are welcome. Enquiries to 086-3754637.

Millenium Partnership Fund Grants - Applications are
now being taken for third level grants, for students currently
attending college and in need of additional financial support.
For durther information contact Offaly Local Development
Company on 057-9151622. Closing date is Friday 25th Sept.

Your prayers are requested for

\ the repose of the souls of

gmd® Christine Wims, Camillus Byrne,

"j;i’SheiIa O6Brien, Maills
of Crinkill & Clareen.

Weight Watchers - Wednesdays in Dooly’s Hotel. Classes
at various times. Contact 086-6086067 for more details

UniSlim - Mondays in County Arms Hotel at 7.00 p.m.

Sarah Molly School of Speech & Drama - Registra-
tien fofail sfudlestsiot Saturday 19th September, 11.00 a.m. -
1.00 p.m. in Marian Hall. New students should call 086-
8107883 in advance.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Date for the Diary - There will be a training meeting for all
Eucharistic Ministers on Tuesday 6 October at 7.30pm. This
meeting will be in the Conference Room in St Bren-

dan's Church and you are asked to make a special effort to
attend this meeting.

The Children's Liturgy return in September and will run at
the 10.30 a.m. Mass on the following Sundays: 27th Septem-
ber, 25th October, 22nd November, 6th, 13th, 20th, 25th and
27th of December .

November 23rd - December 1st 2009 - A Solemn Novena
will take place in Birr from Monday 23 November to Tuesday
1 December 2009. Its theme will be ‘Lord that | may see!
Seeking a vision for our day'. A team from the Redemptorist
Fathers will conduct the Novena and in the coming months
we will be highlighting the various events that will take place
during the Novena. So, put it in your diary today!

Feast Days this Week

Tuesday 15th - Our Lady of Sorrows - this feast marks the
sorrow felt by Our Lady as her son died on the Cross.
Wednesday 16th - St. Corneilus. He became Pope in 251
and was only in office for two years before dying in exile. He
is patron saint of cattle and domestic animals.

also St. Cyprian who lived in the third century and was a
great teacher and preacher. He was martyred around the
year 258.

Thursday 17th - St. Robert Bellarmine 1542-1621 was a dis-
tinguished Jesuit theologian and writer.

Saturday 19th - St. Januarius He was martyred in Naples in
the year 305 along with six companions.

Also celebrated this week is the Feast of the Triumph of the
Cross (Monday 14) which marks the discovery of what was
believed to be the true cross in the year 326 by Saint Helen
when on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem ’Christians "exalt" the
Cross of Christ as the instrument of our salvation. Adoration
of the Cross is, thus, adoration of Jesus Christ, the God Man,
who suffered and died on this Roman instrument of torture for
our redemption from sin and death. The cross represents the
One Sacrifice by which Jesus, obedient even unto death, ac-
complished our salvation. The cross is a symbolic summary
of the Passion, Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ -- all in
one image.’
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A gentle reminder to all the PAYE parishioners who
very kindly and generously returned the CHY2 Tax
Claim form for last year. If you could do so again
this year it would help the parish and cost nothing to
yourself. Forms are available from the Parish Office.
Any new members who wish to join the scheme
would be very welcome. Once again, this costs the
participant nothing and is of great benefit to the Par-
ish. We are asking taxpayers who have contributed
at least €250 to Parish Funds (weekly collection,
Priests Collections, etc) during 2008 to consider
enabling us to claim this relief.
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Sponsored by
Curtain Design
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