
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sacrament of Confession will be available each morn-
ing until 11am after the 10am Mass from Monday 21 Decem-
ber and on Christmas Eve from 10.30am -12.30pm and from 
2-4pm.  
 
At the 7.30pm & 10.30am Masses we especially welcome the 
boys and girls from Crinkill & Mercy Primary Schools who 
are preparing for Confirmation. They have prepared the 
reading and prayer of the faithful. Please keep all our Confir-
mation candidates and their families and teachers in your 
prayers at this time.  
 

The Children's Liturgy continues for Advent at the 
10.30am Mass each Sunday morning, and as part of the lit-
urgy, they are preparing for the 10.30am Mass on Christmas 
morning. All are welcome to join them.  
 

There are a number of copies available of the History of the 
Diocese of Killaloe. This is a beautiful production and would 
make a fine gift for Christmas for anyone interested in history 
or the Diocese. They cost €20 and are available from the Par-
ish Office. 
 

Polish Community Mass will take place on Sunday 20th 
December at 6.30 p.m. Confessions will be heard before 
Mass. 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule is available online at 
www.stbrendansbirr.ie. It will also be circulated to all houses 
in the parish in the coming weeks. We look forward to seeing 
you over the Christmas. 
 
 

Community News 
 

Mass for St. Pio next Tuesday, 15th at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Choir practice for Christmas will be held in the Church 

of the Annunciation, Carrig - please listen for details. All choir 
members are asked to attend. 
 

Carrig, Riverstown & Killeen Active Retirement 

Group - All members are invited to our Christmas get-

together at our next meeting in Carrig Community Hall on 
Monday 14th at 7.30 p.m. Bowling every Thursday evening at 
6.30 p.m. 
 
 

 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 

This year's Carol Service will be in St Brendan's Church of 
Ireland on Sunday 20 December at 7.30pm. All are welcome 
to join this celebration of readings and carols. 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place from 18
-25 January and will be marked by an opportunity for prayer 
and petition in St Brendan's Church of Ireland. The church 
will be open on Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 January, during 
which time you will have the chance to reflect and pray for 
your particular needs. Evening Prayer on Sunday 24 January 
at 7.30pm will close the week of prayer. More details will be 
published in the coming weeks.  
 
 

Feast Days this Week 
 

Monday 14th - St. John of the Cross. A 16th Century Carme-
lite priest who faced much opposition as he worked to reform 
the Carmelite order. He is known as a great poet and spiritual 
writer. 
Friday 18th - St. Flannan  Lived in the 7th century and ac-
cording to tradition was the son of a king of Thomond. He 
entered the monastery Molua in Killaloe and became abbot. 
He was a great preacher and is a patron saint of our diocese.  
 
You are no doubt aware of leaflets delivered to your door ad-
vertising Clothing Collections which are carried out in co-
operation with local and international churches. Please be 
aware that no organisation or charity have been in contact 
with the parish with regard to such collections and the bona 
fides of these organisations can not be guaranteed. There 
are many local charities that will ensure that your charitable 
donations of clothing or other goods and we would recom-
mend you support local groups.  
 

Offaly Macra - A book ’65 Years of Offaly Macra’ will be 

launched and on sale to all at a free social night in the Bridge 
House, Tullamore Sunday 20th Dec  8:30pm. Ideal Christmas 
Present for any past member! More Info call Ger on 
0868298092. 
If you are between 17 & 35 and would like to get involved in 
your local Macra club call Brigid on 086-0822038 for more 
information.  
 

Busybodies Christmas Play will be held in Carrig Hall 

on Sunday 13th December at 3.00 p.m. All monies raised will 
be given to Spina Bifida Association and Duchenne Ireland 
(Muscular Dystrophy). Please support. 
 

Christmas Carol Service in Mount St. Joseph’s, Ro-

screa on Sunday 13th December at 4.00 p.m. All welcome. 
 

Ramblers in Eireann - Christmas Night Out on Sat. 19th 

Dec. Christmas Dinner at the Thatch, Crinkle €50. All wel-
come. Call Sinead on 9123794 or 086 0548143 after 6pm. 
 

The Friends of the Children of Chernobyl would like 

to thank all who supported their recent cake sale. €1,060 was 
raised towards Vadzim’s operation. 
 

Birr Active Retirement Group will be taking their 

Christmas break. The Christmas dinner will be held on Thurs-
day 17th in the County Arms Hotel at 3.30 p.m. Meetings will 
resume in January 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul would like to thank 

sincerely all who contributed so generously to their collection 
last weekend. Your generosity is very much appreciated. 
 

If you need help with budgeting and managing 

your financial situation, the Money Advice and Budget-

ing Service (MABS) provides free advice. There is useful in-
formation on the MABS website, www.mabs.ie  or you can 
contact the MABS Helpline at 1890 283 438.  
 

Birr Goal Mile will take place on Christmas Day at 1.00 

p.m., starting in Emmet Square. Over the past 3 years the 
GOAL mile has proved to be a wonderful social event for peo-
ple to meet and greet and exchange festive wishes, while at 
the same time help a good cause. So come and join in. You 
can run or simply ‘walk and talk’ to your friends as you do the 
one mile course. The GOAL organisation is dedicated to the 
alleviation of suffering among the poorest of the poor in the 
developing world so on Christmas Day lets ‘Give Others A 
Life’. 
 

On Monday 21
st

 December, the pupils from Mercy Pri-

mary School will sing carols before, during and after the 
10.00 a.m. mass in St. Brendan’s.  All welcome to attend. 
 

Women’s Workshop - Starts Tues 12th January 2010 at 

An Gairdin Organic/Ecology Centre St Brigid's Rd, Portumna 
BOOKINGS Taken - Contact Brigid on 086 3608365. Cost 
€65 For 4 Workshops Tuesdays 10.00 am-11.30am. 

Sat 12th 7.30 p.m. Addie O’Donoghue (1st Ann) 
Nelly, Gerry & Ann Daly 
Nevin family 
Dan Maleady & Joe Sharkey 

Sun 13th 8.30 a.m. Ann Reddan, Dan Ryan 
Helena Gaynor 

 10.30 a.m. Ellen Mellsop (MM) 
Abe Pearson, Dolores Higgins 
Mahon & O’Meara families 

 12 Noon Mary Cordial, Winter family 
Fanny, Kathleen & Eileen Cavanagh 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Michael Raleigh (MM), Rita O’Brien 

Mon 14th 7.30 a.m. Michael Kennedy 

 10.00 a.m. Michael Hogan 

Tue 15th 7.30 a.m. John Feely 

 10.00 a.m. Eileen Guinan & family 

 7.30 p.m. Mass for St. Pio 

Wed 16th 7.30 a.m. Christy & Vina Morris 
Sr. Marie Therese 

 10.00 a.m. Harry Naylor, Biddy Coffey 

Thu 17th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 18th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 19th 10.00 a.m. James O’Brien, Nancy Pilkington 

 7.30 p.m. Thomas & Bridget Sheeran & family 
Nevin family 
Joe Donoghue & Daly family 

Sun 20th 8.30 a.m. Dolly & Martha Hughes 
William & Margaret Murphy & son 
Denis 
Martin Carter 

 10.30 a.m. Peter Hynes 
Angela & Sean Ryan 
Thomas (Charlie) Brummell 

 12 Noon John Roe, Thomas & Morgan Feenane 
Tony Doran & Patrick & Anthony 
Maughan 

 6.30 p.m. Polish Community Mass 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Eva O’Meara (MM) 
Jack Cashen & family 

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Tony Cahir 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - €2,060 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 20th December -  

                           G. White 
 

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 20th December - M. O’Connor & Sr. Anne 

Sponsored by 
 

Crinkill Superstores 

Your prayers are requested for 

the repose of the souls of  

Monica Connery, Tom Reynolds, 

Steven Stapleton, nephew of 

Dolores Hegarty, Cappaneale 

If you are planning to marry in the Catholic Church, 
you should contact any of the local priests who are best to 
advise you on what you need to do. In the Diocese of 
Killaloe you must attend a marriage preparation course 
that is officially recognised and at present only ACCORD, 
1850 58 5000 or www.accord.ie or the courses offered by 
Esker Monastery, 091 844549 or 
www.eskercommunity.net are acceptable in the Diocese. 
Allow yourself at least six months for preparations before 
your preferred date for Marriage.  
 

Loop system in operation for the hard of hearing 
(with an appropriate hearing aid) under the gallery 
on the Sacred Heart side. 

The Priestôs Christmas Collection will be taken up at all 
Masses next weekend. As always your generosity is very 
much appreciated. 
 
Distributors, please collect you envelopes at the back of 
the Altar. Many thanks. 

Christmas Mass Bouquets are now available from the 
Parish Office at €5 each. Your intentions will be included in 
three Masse during the Christmas season. All donations 
received for these Christmas Masses will be going to the 
school building project in Kilimanjaro, in which Fr. Peter 
Muldowney PP, Clareen is involved.  
The charity called 'Kilimanjaro Direct' takes no expenses 
and all monies raised go to the project. Check out 
www.preskilkenny.com/kilimanjaro  for more details. Apolo-
gies for confusion that may arise from last week's newslet-
ter that the school building project was based in Kenya. 
One of your editors was never very good at geography! 


