
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The process of consultation for our new bishop has begun. 
Priests of the diocese are meeting at present to look at the 
qualities that would be desirable in a bishop and these meet-
ings will continue over the coming weeks. What do you be-
lieve would be an important quality or characteristic for our 
next bishop? At our parish pastoral council meeting during 
the week, there was a period of reflection on this question. 
Some of the qualities named during the reflection were that 
the new bishop would be compassionate towards people and 
priests, be prayerful, have a sense of openness, transparency 
and honesty. These and other qualities will be brought into 
the ongoing consultation process.  While this goes on - and 
we have no certain knowledge of how long it will be until a 
new bishop is named - please keep in your prayers all who 
are concerned in this process. And that includes all the peo-
ple of the diocese of Killaloe. 
"Let us pray for a new Bishop - Eternal God, shepherd and 
guide, in your mercy give your Church in the diocese of 
Killaloe, a shepherd after your own heart, who will walk in 
your ways, and with loving care watch over your people. Give 
us a leader of vision and a teacher of your truth. So may your 
Church be built up and your name glorified, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen." 
 

Kilimanjaro Direct - the school project for children most 
in need, is on the way. Our building blitz will be from 21-31 
October 2010 and we are looking for volunteers. If interested, 
please contact Fr Peter Muldowney (Clareen) on 086 
8265955 before the end of February. You can make a differ-
ence so please consider joining the blitz. 
 

This Sunday is Temperance Sunday - it is a day of reflec-
tion for families, communities and society on our use of alco-
hol and other addictive substances. Let us pray, as a church, 
that we may be committed towards helping those whose lives 
are torn by addiction, and that we may promote the idea of 
temperance in all things in our lives.  
 

The Season of Lent invites us to prepare for the celebration 
of Easter by turning away from that which distracts us from 
God's love and the Gospel. Through fasting and penance we 
can rid ourselves of so much that is unnecessary in our lives. 
Let us journey together throughout Lent, in our prayer and 
charity, that we may prepare ourselves for joyous celebration 
of Easter.   
 

Mass and Distribution of Ashes will take place on Ash 
Wednesday at 7.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m. and 7.30 p.m. In Birr 
and at 9.30 a.m. in Carrig. 
 

Lent 2010 begins on Ash Wednesday 17 February. The par-
ish programme for Lent includes Sunday evening prayer, be-
ginning on the first Sunday of Lent at 5.30pm in the Confer-
ence Room, St Brendan's. 
There will also be prayer round the cross and Stations of the 
Cross at dates to be announced later. We are pleased to an-
nounce that daily evening reflection will take place again this 
year, beginning on Monday 22 February at 6pm, broadcast 
throughout the parish via our radio link. Prayer Cards for this 
evening reflection will be available from next weekend. More 
details of our Lenten programme will be included in next 
week's newsletter. 
 

We are currently experiencing some technical difficulties with 
our website 'www.stbrendansbirr.ie'  and hope to have them 
rectified as soon as possible. Apologies for any inconven-
ience caused. 
 

If you park in the church grounds, please note that two 
spaces for drivers with disability badges have been pro-
vided at the Mercy Primary school side of the church. We 
would respectfully ask all other drivers not to block these 
spaces. Thank you. 
  

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

Ministers of the Word - A meeting for all Ministers of the 
Word in the parish, (Sundays and weekdays) will be held in 
St Brendan's Birr on Tuesday 23 February from 7.30pm to 
8.30pm. It will consist of some reflection on the Ministry of the 
Word, guidelines for readers and conclude with a service of 
commitment. All readers are asked to make a special effort to 
attend this meeting. All readers should receive a letter in the 
coming week with further details. Apologies for any confusion 
around the date of the meeting. 
 

We welcome the children from St Brendan's Boys Pri-
mary School and Killeen NS who are preparing for First 
Confession and First Holy Communion to the 7.30pm & 
10.30am masses this weekend. Please keep the children, 
their families and teachers in your prayers as they continue 
their preparations.  
 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Saints Cyril and Methodius, patrons of Europe, are usually 
celebrated on 14 February but because this date falls on a 
Sunday, the Sunday celebration takes precedence. 
The same happens for St. Fintan, abbot, who trained at the 
monastic site of Terryglass, and whose feast day falls on Ash 
Wednesday this year.  
 

Community News 
 

Carrig, Riverstown, Killeen Active Retirement – 

next meeting on Monday 15th Feb at 7.30 p.m. Bowling every 
Thursday evening at 6.30 p.m. All welcome. 
 

Birr Choral Society celebrates 40 years are holding a 

concert in St. Brendan’s on Friday 26th February at 8.00p.m. 
They will be joined by visiting singers and instrumentalists. 
Tickets are €15 and are available from Birr Theatre and Arts 
Centre (9122911) or Square News (9120921). All proceeds 
will go to the Haiti Earthquake Appeal. 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will leave Shannon 

on Saturday, June 26th returning on July 1st. Cost this year is 
€685. Booking forms can be obtained from the Parish Office. 
A limited number of sick pilgrims will be accommodated at a 
cost of €552. Applications for sick pilgrims only to Fr. Tom 
Ryan, Pilgrimage Director, SS John & Paul Presbytery, Shan-
non, Co. Clare. Tel: 061-364133. 
 

Birr Lions Club are holding a Table Quiz in Dooly’s Hotel 

on Thursday 25th February at 8.00 p.m. All proceeds will go 
to the Haitian Disaster fund. Put the date in your diary. All are 
welcome. 
 

Social Dancing in Carrig Community Hall is on Thursday 

the 18th February 2010 from 9:30 to 12:30pm.  Music by 
''Checkers''. Homemade Treats, Refreshments and draw on 
the night.  All are welcome.  
 

AGM of Birr Leisure Centre takes place on Friday Feb-

ruary 26th at 9.00 p.m. In the centre. All welcome. 
 

Birr Tidy Towns AGM takes place on Thursday 18th Feb. 

at 8.00 p.m. In Nazareth House, Wilmer Rd. All welcome. 
 

Crinkill N.S. Parents Association are holding Table 

Quiz in aid of the school in The Thatch on Thursday 18th 
February at 9.00 p.m.. All welcome. 

 

 
 
 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE SING WITH US 

 

Seek Ye First 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness 

And all these things shall be added unto you 
Allelu..alleluia 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Allelu, Alleluia 
 

You shall not live by bread alone but by every word 
 that proceeds from the mouth of God 

Allelu..alleluia 
 

Be Not Afraid 
You shall cross the barren desert,  

but you shall not die of thirst.  
You shall wander far in safety  

though you do not know the way.  
You shall speak your words in foreign lands  

and all will understand.  
You shall see the face of God and live.  

 
Be not afraid. I go before you always.  

Come follow me, and I will give you rest.  
 

Be Thou My Vision 
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 
Thou my best thought, in the day and the night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 

Be Thou my Wisdom, be thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee, Thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father, and I thy true heir; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care.  

 

Sat 13th 7.30 p.m. Paul Kennedy (1st Ann) 
Lily & Ranger Kelly 
Bridget Reynolds 
Matt Spain 

Sun 14th 8.30 a.m. Liam Fogarty 

 10.30 a.m. Winnie Mongan (MM) 
Denis, Margaret & Thomas Dooley 
Agnes Shiels 

 12 Noon David Dowley 
Ollie & Ethna McCarthy 
Willie Mellody 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 15th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Patrick Connors 

Tue 16th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Bridget, James & George Flynn and 
family 

 7.30 p.m. Mass for St. Pio 

Wed 17th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m.  

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Thu 18th 7.30 a.m. Marie Devitt 

 10.00 a.m. John, Agnes, Sean & Frank McNamara 

Fri 19th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m. Margaret Conroy (1st Ann) 
Mag & Paddy Donoghue 

Sat 20th 10.00 a.m. Jimmy O’Neill 

 7.30 p.m. Elenor (1st Ann) & Patrick Joseph 
O’Neill 
Maura Hayes 
Michael Lane 

Sun 21st 8.30 a.m. Elizabeth Maher 

 10.30 a.m. Michael & Terry Dolphin 
Elsie & Paddy Gillen 
Carmel O’Hare 

 12 Noon Rita Scully 
Michael Halvey (1st Ann) 
John Neilan (1st Ann) 
Willie Hough 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Tony Cahir 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - €2,861 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 21st February -  

                            Kathleen Cashen 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 21st February - J. Bergin & W. Kirwan 

Sponsored  
 

Anonymously 

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the soul of   

Susie Pardy, P.J. Spain,  

Michael Kennedy, Betty Freeman 

(nee Meade) 

Booking a wedding? Please contact the Parish Office to 
enquire about availability of either church in the parish and 
if you require one of the local priests as your celebrant, 
please contact them using the numbers here in the newslet-
ter.  You should allow yourself at least six months for proper 
preparations, marriage preparation course and necessary 
paperwork.  


