
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that there is no 7.30am Mass during the month 

of August.  
 

Fr. Kieran O'Reilly SMA will be ordained Bishop of 
Killaloe in the Cathedral of Saints Peter & Paul in Ennis on 

Sunday 29th August at 3pm. Please keep him in your 
prayers as his ordination as Bishop approaches.  
A special hour of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament will 
take place on Friday 27th August in St. Brendan's Church, 
Birr to pray for Fr. Kieran and our whole diocese at this time 
of celebration. 
 

A PRAYER FOR OUR BISHOP-ELECT 
Gracious God, 
You sent your only Son amongst us so that we   may come 
to know you. 
Guide Kieran our Bishop, to act justly 
to love tenderly and to walk humbly 
in your way so that he may make known the message of 
Christ, your Son. 
May Kieran be a faithful servant, a wise teacher, 
preacher of the truth and a gentle shepherd 
to guide our Diocese of Killaloe, 
so that we may journey together and praise you day by day.      
Amen. 
 

An ecumenical pilgrimage in honour of St Brendan of 
Birr will be held on Saturday 28 August commencing at 

2.30pm in the Garden of Tranquility behind St Brendan's 
Church, Birr. (Please note that this is weather permitting - 
otherwise the pilgrimage will begin in St Brendan's Church). 
There will be a short ceremony in the Garden before the pil-
grimage moves to the Methodist Church for the second part 
of the commemoration. The third part will be at St Brendan's 
Church of Ireland and then the pilgrimage will proceed down 
Oxmantown Mall, passing the gates of Birr Castle and finish-
ing at the old St Brendan's Church for the conclusion of the 
pilgrimage. All are welcome to take part in this commemora-
tion of our local saint. We would be delighted to see as many 
people as possible at the pilgrimage - it is being held during 
National Heritage Week.  
 

Have you ever considered becoming a priest or reli-
gious? If you feel that you have a vocation or would like to 

discuss and explore the idea of vocation, feel free to contact 
on of the local priests or the Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr 
Ignatius McCormack, St Flannan's College, Ennis, County 
Clare. Visit the vocations website www.vocations.ie      
 

Children’s Liturgy will take place on Sunday 29th August 

at 10.30am Mass. Meet at front seat in Church. 
 
 
 

Fáilte - Bienvenue-Wilkomen-Benvenuto-
Bienvenido-Witajcie-Bemvindo-Welkom-Velkomin
-Vitejte-Croeso-Valkommem-Tervetuloa-Welcome 

 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Monday 16th - St. Stephen of Hungary -The first king of Hun-
gary who lived from 975-1038, he worked to bring about the 
conversion of many of his people. 
Thursday 19th - St. John Eudes - Lived in the 17th century, 
he was a French priest who founded a number of seminaries 
and promoted devotion to the Sacred Heart. 
Friday 20th - St. Bernard - A Cistercian monk who became 
Abbot of Clairvaux and was known for his great knowledge of 
scripture, spiritual theology and philosophy. He died in 1153. 
Saturday 21st - St. Pius X - He encouraged frequent sacra-
mental practice and was responsible for allowing young chil-
dren to receive Holy Communion. He was Pope from 1903-
1914. 
 

Community News 
 

St. Pio Mass takes place on Tuesday next, 17th August at 

7.30 p.m. 
 

Knock Novena - Monday & Tuesday 16th & 17th. Trans-

port available. Contact Gerry Dolan 086-0638197 or 057-
9120006. 
 

Apostolic Work in Killaloe Diocese - This year sees 

the celebration of 55 years of Apostolic Work in the Killaloe 
Diocese. A celebratory Mass will be held on the 6th Septem-
ber in the Cathedral, Ennis at 7.30 p.m. Any member who 
would like to attend should give their name to Imelda King - 
057-9121047 before 30th August. 
 

A Weekend with God’s Creation at Mount Saint Jo-

seph’s Abbey Roscrea with the renowned lecturer and au-
thor, Dr. Feehan – 8 pm on September 11 till noon on Sep-
tember 13. The focus will be Fungi (mushrooms). If inter-
ested, please call 0872367612. 
 

Birr Vintage Week & Arts Festival - Donkey Derby 

Change of Dates - Please note that Birr Town FC's Car 

Boot Sale advertised as taking place on Monday 16th August 
will now take place in the Fowl Yard on Castle Street (beside 
Craughwell Pub) immediately after the Opening Parade on 
Sunday 15th August.  The Donkey Derby has been moved to 
Wednesday 18 August at 8pm.  For further information con-
tact the Festival Info Line at 087 9226961. 
 

Heritage Week - Birr Town Heritage Walk with local 

guides and people with long memories. Meet at Birr Library, 
Wilmer Road on Sat. 21st August at 3pm. All are welcome. 
 

Social Dancing takes place in Carrig Community Hall on 

Thursday, 19th August from 9:30 to 12:30pm. Music by Pat 
Conlan. Homemade treats, refreshments and draw on the 
night.  All are welcome. 
 

Birr Community Nursing Unit - Eucharistic Ministers 

are needed for the hospital. Can you spare 1 hour every 5 
weeks? Also volunteers needed on Thursdays from 2.30 p.m. 
To 3.15 p.m. (one in every six weeks) to recite rosary and 
prayers with patients in the oratory at the hospital. Your help 
would be very much appreciated. Please leave your name 
and number at the Parish Office. 
 

Killaloe Diocesan Autumn Pilgrimage to Lourdes - 

Bishop elect, Kieran O’Reilly will lead the Autumn Pilgrimage 
from the diocese to Lourdes on Monday 27th September to 
Saturday 2nd October. Direct from Shannon Airport the cost 
is €660. Booking forms are available from Joe Walsh Tours, 

Dublin on 01-6789926 or contact Fr. Tom Ryan, SS John & 
Paul Presbytery, Shannon, Co. Clare. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer for the Feast of the Assumption  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Gentle Mary, we pray for hearts of courage  
that we may accept the will of God. 

Attentive Mary, we pray for hearts of wisdom  
that we may hear the word of God. 

Compassionate Mary, we pray for hearts of love  
that we may act in a spirit of charity and service. 
Mother Mary, we pray for hearts of discipleship  

that we may be led to live in God's ways. 
 

When creation was begun 
When creation was begun, God had chosen you to be, 
Mother of his blessed Son, Holy Mary, full of grace. 
 

Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria 
 

When creation was restored, You were there beside the Lord, 
Whom you cherished and adored, Holy Mary, full of grace. 
 

Christ Be Near  
Christ be near at either hand,  
Christ behind, before me stand  
Christ with me where eôer I go  
Christ around above below.  
 

Christ be in my heart and mind  
Christ within my soul enshrined  
Christ control my wayward heart  
Christ abide and neôer depart.  
 

Christ my life and only way 
Christ my lantern night and day  
Christ be my unchanging friend 
Guide and shepherd to the end. 
 

The Bells of the Angelus 
The Bells of the Angelus call us to pray 
In sweet tones announcing the sacred ave 
 

Ave, ave, ave Maria 
Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria 
 

An angel of mercy led Bernadetteôs feet 
Where flows the deep torrent Our Lady to greet.  
 
She prayed to our mother that Godôs will be done 
She prayed for his glory that his kingdom come.  

Sat 14th 7.30 p.m. Gerry & Nellie Daly  
John Joe Murphy & son Ger 
Sadie & John Dolan 

Sun 15th 8.30 a.m. Joan Curley (1st Ann) 
John Hoare 
Desmond Dooley 

 10.30 a.m. Nancy Talbot 
Nora Dooley & family 
Nancy & Paddy Walsh 

 12 Noon Joseph Sheridan 
Sean Colclough 
Nellie Kelly 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 16th 10.00 a.m.  

Tue 17th 10.00 a.m. Kevin Pardy 

 7.30 p.m. St. Pio Mass 

Wed 18th 10.00 a.m. Betty Tighe 
George Bolger 

Thu 19th 10.00 a.m. William Hanlon & grandparents 
Mary & Bernard Murphy 

Fri 20th 10.00 a.m. People of the Parish 
Cyril Murphy 

Sat 21st 10.00 a.m. Christine Wims (1st Ann) 
May & Michael Kenneally 
Emily & Jim Gibbons 

 7.30 p.m. Martin Guilfoyle (MM) 
Geraldine Mulrooney 
Margaret & Michael Kearns 
Michael & Patricia Fallon 

Sun 22nd 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Cox, Carter & OôConnor families 
Tom & Molly Smith & family 
Michael Hogan 

 12 Noon Jim Reeder 
Thomas Loonam 
Fred Delaney 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                       Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr 

Church of  
the Annunciation 

Carrig 

Collection Total for last Sunday - €2,284 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 22nd August -  

                            Dermot Sullivan 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 22nd August - V & J Woods 

Your prayers are requested for 

the repose of the souls of 

Maureen McCormack 

Margaret McGlone 

Patrick Murphy 

Newsletter sponsors needed. 
If you can help please contact any of 

the priests or the Parish Office. 

Best Wishes to Birr Vintage Week  

& Arts Festival 

Dr. Willie Walsh, Bishop of Killaloe announced the 2010 
clerical appointments in the diocese on last Thursday. 

Fr. Tony Cahir PP here in Birr is retiring and  
Fr. David Carroll CC will become the new parish priest. The 
appointments take effect at the end of the month and we 
ask that you keep both Fr. Tony & Fr .David in your 
prayers. We also send warmest congratulations to  
Fr. Colm Hogan who is to be the new parish priest of 
 Kildysart in County Clare.  

Trocaire Pakistan Flood Appeal 
Trocaire have launched an appeal to help flood victims in 
Pakistan. A collection will be taken up at all Masses this 
weekend in the baskets and we ask that you be as gener-
ous as you can to help the people of Pakistan. Thanks. 


