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10.30 am.112.15 p.m.

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sat 16th 7.30 p.m.  John McDermott (MM)
Annie Murtagh (MM)
Kathleen Loughnane
Hoctor family
Stephen Stapleton, Anthony, Agnes,
Sarah Brady
Sun 17th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. John Irwin
Eamon & Marie Sheppard
Joe Flynn
12 Noon Geraldine Bergin
Brian Guidera
Geoffrey Liffey
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
Mon 18th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Alan & Kathleen Regan
Tue 19th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Wed 20th  7.30 a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m.
Thu 21st 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Fri 22nd 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Sat 23rd 10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m. Jim & Molly Brien
Quinn family
Sarah & William Russell
Sun 24th 8.30 a.m.  Maureen Maher
10.30 a.m. Daniel & Bridget Hogan
Michael Shortall & Mons. John Shortall
Patrick & Margaret
12 Noon Sean, John & Brigid Horan
Seamus Mulrooney
Josephine & Patrick Kelly &
Pat OO6Mall ey
Carrig 9.30 a.m.  Patricia Harding

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday -0 2, 6

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 24th January -
Geraldine Connaughton

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 24th January - B. Bolger & G.Cashen

If you are planning to marry in the Catholic Church, you

should contact any of the local priests who are best to ad-
vise you on what you need to do. In the Diocese of Killaloe
you must attend a marriage preparation course that is offi-
cially recognised and at present only ACCORD, 1850 58
5000 or www.accord.ie or the courses offered by Esker
Monastery, 091 844549 are acceptable in the Diocese. Al-
low yourself at least six months for preparations before your
preferred date for Marriage.

Your prayers are requested for the
a3 repose of the soul of
Nancy Blake, Winnie Maughan

Prayer for Migrants and Refugees

Mary Most Holy, you, together with
St. Joseph and the Child Jesus,
experienced the suffering of exile.
You were forced to flee to Egypt to
escape the persecution of Herod.
Today we entrust the men, women and
children who live as migrants and
refugees to your maternal protection.
Grant us the grace to welcome them with
Christian hospitality,
so that that these brothers and sisters of ours
may find acceptance and
understanding on their journey.
Teach us to recognize your Son
in the migrant who labours to
bring food to our tables
in the refugee seeking protection
from persecution, war and famine
in the woman and child who are
victims of human trafficking

06 Me a iy the asylum seeker imprisoned
for fleeing without documents
May all those who are far from

their place of birth find in the Church
A home where no one is a stranger.
We ask this in the name of your blessed
Son, Jesus, our Lord.
Amen.

Sunday 17 Jan 96th World Day of Migrants & Refugees

Today is Refugee and Migrant Sunday when we are re-
minded to celebrate with thanks the diversity of peoples in
Ireland. The Church, like the nation, is made up of peoples
from many different countries with different languages and
customs. We are also invited today to pray for migrants and
refugees that they may be welcomed warmly into our midst.
This year's World Day for Migrants theme — “Minor mi-
grants and refugees” — touches an aspect that Christians
view with great attention, remembering the most vulnerable
people in our midst, children. Children are dependant on oth-
ers for food, shelter, and guidance. Children often suffer the
most in times of trial and difficulty. Guide and bring those chil-
dren who are strangers in a our land to a place of peace and
safety and help us comfort them and bring help in their time
of need.

“‘Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The celebration of the World Day of Migrants and Refugees
once again gives me the opportunity to express the Church's
constant concern for those who, in different ways, experience
a life of emigration. This is a phenomenon which upsets us
due to the number of people involved and the social, eco-
nomic, political, cultural and religious problems it raises on
account of the dramatic challenges it poses to both national
and international communities. The migrant is a human per-
son who possesses fundamental, inalienable rights that must
be respected by everyone and in every circumstance.

While the Convention on the Rights of the Child clearly states
that the best interests of the minor shall always be safe-
guarded, recognizing his or her fundamental human rights as
equal to the rights of adults, unfortunately this does not al-
ways happen in practice.

Although there is increasing public awareness of the need for
immediate and incisive action to protect minors, nevertheless,
many are left to themselves and, in various ways, face the
risk of exploitation. | warmly hope that proper attention will be
given to minor migrants who need a social environment that
permits and fosters their physical, cultural, spiritual and moral
development. Living in a foreign land without effective points
of reference generates countless and sometimes serious
hardships and difficulties for them, especially those deprived
of the support of their family.”

From the message of Pope Benedict XVI for this World
Day of Migrants & Refugees.

Children’s Liturgy will take place on the last Sunday of each
Month at the 10.30 a.m. All children from Junior Infants
through to Second Class are most welcome. If any parent
would like to get involved with the group you are invited to
meet in the Conference Room at the back of the church on
Sunday 31st.

The Priests Collection will be taken up at all masses next
Sunday. As always your generosity is very much appreciated.

Distributors are requested to pick up envelopes at the back of
the altar after mass. Thank you.

New Eucharistic Minister and Reader rotas are now avail-
able. Please collect yours from the back of the altar after
Mass. Parish Development Fund Counter Rotas are also
available. Many thanks.

lnsPiration Plus Perspiration

Procluccs a sensation

DATE FOR THE DIARY

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place from 18
-25 January and will be marked by an opportunity for prayer
and petition in St. Brendan's Church of Ireland. The church
will be open on Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 January, during
which time you will have the chance to reflect and pray for
your particular needs. Evening Prayer on Sunday 24 January
at 7.30pm will close the week of prayer. More details will be
published in the coming weeks.

Feast Days this Week

Wednesday 20th - St. Fabian & St. Sebastian - both martyrs
of the early church, Fabian was Pope for fourteen years and
Sebastian was probably a soldier when they died.

Thursday 21st - St. Agnes - a Roman girl who refused mar-
riage and would not sacrifice to idols, she was 13 when mar-
tyred around the year 304.

Friday 22nd - St. Vincent - a deacon in Spain, he suffered
prolonged torture before death, in the year 304.

Sunday 24th - St. Francis de Sales, bishop of Geneva and
known for his great gentleness. He founded the Visitation
Sisters, and is patron saint of writers and journalists.

Community News

Birr Historical Society - | ocal archaeologist Caimin
O’Brien will give a talk on local ‘Stories from a Sacred Land-
scape’ in Dooly’s Hotel on Monday 18th January at 8.00 p.m.

Knitting and Crochet Circle has resumed on Wednes-
day evenings in Birr Library from 5.30 p.m.-7.30 p.m. All are
welcome. Call 086-8792096 for more information.

Social Dancing -There will be Social Dancing in Carrig
Community Hall on Thursday, 21st January from 9:30 to
12:30pm. Music by Tony Bird. Refreshments and draw on
the night. All are welcome.

Birr Comhaltas Set Dancing Classes have resumed
on Thursdays in the Marian Hall at 8.30 p.m. Céad mile failte.

Womens Day of Prayer - Preparatory meeting in Method-
ist Church on Thursday 21st January at 8.00 p.m. Those in-
terested in this meeting are most welcome and encouraged
to attend.

Oxmantown Singers - spring term commences on Janu-
ary 25th in the County Arms Hotel.

Services for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People -
Wednesday 20" January, at the Old Health Centre, Johns
Terrace, Birr, from 10am to 1pm. This is a free service where
you can get advice about hearing aids, equipment for your
home to help you hear the doorbell, phone, smoke alarm,
television. No need for an appointment. HSE hearing aids
can receive minor repairs and batteries for all hearing aids
can be purchased for €3 for a packet of 6. Appointments can
be made for a private consultation for hearing aids in Tullam-
ore; hearing aids are competitively priced at €950 or €1,250
each, or you can phone 1800 256 257. For more information
please contact: DeafHear.ie Midlands, Church Street, Tullam-
ore, Co. Offaly. Tel: 057 9351606 or email: tullam-
ore@deafhear.ie
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