Parish Office: 057 9122028
Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie

BIRR PARISH

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll

Parish Mobile: 086 3531955
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie
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10.30 am.112.15 p.m.

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sat 17th 7.30 p.m. Jim O'Callaghan
Patrick Donoghue
Raphael & Catherine Reynolds
Sun 18th 8.30 a.m.  William & Florence Cooke
10.30 a.m. Thomas Hynes
Wall family
12 Noon John Kearns
Carrig 9.30 a.m. Deceased members of Carrig GAA club
Mon 19th  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Tue 20th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m. St. Pio
Wed 21st  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Thu 22nd  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Fri 23rd 7.30 a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m. Christopher & Marcella Egan
Sat 24th 10.00 a.m. Paddy Mahoney & daughters Kathleen
& Dolly
7.30 p.m. Eddie Dooley (MM)
James Ryan
Margaret & Elizabeth Lawlor
Martin & Catherine Lawlor & family
Sun 25th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
12 Noon Stephen Tierney (MM)
Philomena Clavin (1st Ann) & husband
Michael
Mary & Michael Cleary
Carrig 9.30 a.m.  McCormick family

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the soul of
Tom Hayes

Collection Total for last Sunday -0 2, 215

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 25th July -
Kathleen Egan

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 25th July - M. O’Connor & Sr. Anne

GOD S...

ALWAYS THERE (EVEN
WHEN YOU CAN'T SEE HIM)

God, He is always there
During times of great stress when problems seem to be
everywhere and all hope seems to be gone; yet when
you turn to God, He is always there.

When your health begins to fail and your body is
racked with pain; when tiredness reaches to your very
bones; yet when you turn to God, He is always there.
When you find yourself growing old, all alone because
many of your friends have gone away and are no more;

yet when you turn to God, He is always there.
When at last they lay me down to rest; my final rest;
and | have closed my earthly eyes to be opened never
more; | will then return to God and | will be always

there.
by Jim Welch

Newsletter sponsors needed.
If you can help please contact any of
the priests or the Parish Office.
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A very sincere Thank You to all who

~ contributed to the Priests Collection last
weekend. Envelopes can still be handed into
the Sacristy or Parish Office.
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Céad Mile Failte - welcome to all who are visiting the local-
ity at this time, whether you are home for a period or just
passing through. You are all very welcome and we hope that
your stay will be pleasant and safe. Don't forget that you can
keep up with all that is happening in our parish by visiting our
parish website www.stbrendansbirr.ie This is a great source

of information about the parish, liturgies, booking weddings,
baptisms etc.

Too busy to pray or too much time on your hands?
Visit www.sacredspace.ie for a ten minute guided daily
prayer. It is a website that is run by the Irish Province of the
Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and is inspired by the spirituality of
Ignatius of Loyola. The meditation is fully guided and is avail-
able in many languages including Irish.

Thanks to all who attended the Annual Cemetery Mass in
Clonoghill on Wednesday evening last. Thanks also to all
who helped to organise the liturgy and to all who travelled
from far and near to attend.

If you intend getting married in the diocese of Killaloe you
are obliged to attend a Marriage Preparation Course that is
run by ACCORD or the Esker Community. No other courses
are presently acceptable in the diocese. You can contact
ACCORD at 1850 58 5000 or www.accord.ie for more details
of their courses. Esker Community can be contacted at 091
844549. Please contact one of the local priests who will help
you with the necessary paperwork and other requirements
for your wedding. You need to give six months notice to the
church when booking your wedding. This will give you ade-
quate time to deal with the church and civil paperwork.

On Saturday 28 August as part of Heritage Week, there will
be an ecumenical celebration of St. Brendan of Birr. The
pilgrimage will begin here in St. Brendan's before moving to
the Methodist church, continuing to St. Brendan's Church of
Ireland and finishing at the old St. Brendan's Church. It will
begin at 2.30pm; all will be welcome to attend this celebra-
tion of our local saint.

Children’s Liturgy will take place at the 10.30 a.m. Mass on
Sunday 25th July. Please meet at the front seat. New par-
ents are welcome to join in.

Mass for St. Pio takes place next Tuesday night, 20th, at
7.30 p.m.

Prayer For Today
Lord, today brings paths to discover,
possibilities to choose,
people to encounter,
peace to possess,
promises to fulfil,
perplexities to ponder,
power to strengthen,
pointers to guide,
pardon to accept,

praises to sing and a Presence to proclaim.
(David Adam, Tides and Seasons)

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Killaloe Diocesan Night Vigil to Knock Shrine on Friday
August 6™ 2010. Ceremonies begin at 9 p.m.

4™ National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at The
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, on Sunday, September 12"
2010.

Feast Days this Week

Tuesday 20th - St. Apollinaris - A bishop in the second cen-
tury in Italy, he preached the gospel and was martyred.
Wednesday 21st - St. Lawrence Brindisi 1559-1619 A
Capuchin who worked for peace and was at the forefront of
the Counter Reformation movement.

Thursday 22nd - St. Mary Magdalene - Her reputation has
certainly suffered a lot through the centuries because of poor
interpretation of scripture; we can be certain from the Gos-
pels that she stood at the cross of Jesus, with two other
women. She discovered the empty tomb and was granted an
appearance of the Risen Jesus.

Friday 23rd - St. Bridget of Sweden - Lived in the 14th cen-
tury, brought up 8 children and founded the Bridgettine Order.
She is a Patron of Europe.

Saturday 24th - St Charbel Makhluf - A monk in Lebanon, he
lived as a hermit and was much sought after for his counsel
and blessing. He had a great devotion to the Blessed Sacra-
ment.

also St Declan He is a pre-Patrician saint, who was baptised
by a local priest in Waterford before studying in Europe and
returning to Ardmore where he set about his task of preach-
ing God's Word.

Community News

Official opening of the Carrig & Riverstown GAA grounds
will take place this Sunday (18th) at 4.00 p.m. instead of 2.00
p.m. as previously advertised. This is due to the Tipperary -
Offaly match.

Birr Active Retirement Group - next outing takes place
on Thursday 29th July at 3.00 p.m. in The Thatch, Crinkill, for
a meal and lots of entertainment. Please contact Mary as
soon as possible on 086-1075941. Next meeting will take
place in September.

Birr Historical Society - outing to Banagher and Shan-
non Harbour on Sat 31st July. Led by James Scully. Meet on
the Galway side of Banagher bridge at the Pitch and Putt at
2pm. For further enquiries and to organise lifts or a bus
phone Anne on 057-9121215 or 086-3051697 asap.

Free Computer Courses at your local library -
courses include beginners to advanced computer skills,
health & safety and business and are available through
eLearning in the library. Contact the library for more details.

Organic Vegetables available from Rivervew Resources
in the Old Hospital Grounds, Birr. Call in or call 057-9122552.

Playdays Playschool, Emmet Street. Pre-school places
available from 1st Sept. 2010 - June 2011. Contact Martina
Dooley on 086-4057182 or Anne Kelly on 086-1954743

Montessori pre-school opening in September in Birr, offer-
ing a sessional service for 3-6yr olds. Further information
contact Teresa @ 0863975444

Birr Outdoor Education Centre - Adventure Summer
Camps, August 2nd-6th (11-15 yrs), August 13th-20th Open
Days (8-80 years) For more information call 057-9120029

Youth 2000 Summer Festival, Clonmacnois, Thursday
12th - Sunday 15th August 2010. For young people age 16-
35, Free buses available from around the country. For more
info call 086-3025442 check our website: www.youth2000.ie.




