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Remembered in Mass this week

Madeleine Ryan
Michael & Margaret Molloy
Kitty Brennan & Brennan family

All deceased Missionaries & Apostolic
workers

Tom Nolan
Michael Francis Brennan
Francis & Denis Stokes

Eileen O'Regan (MM)
Aileen & Tony Carville
Patrick & Mary Cahill

Mass for Polish Community

Birr Apostolic Group - living & deceased
members

St. Pio Mass

Connors family
Pat, Tom & Eileen Collins

People of the Parish

Mario & John Sherlock

Elsie Pardy (1st Ann)

Willie & Josie Milne, son Des and
daughter Ann Sullivan

Bracken family

Paddy Frawley
Michael Hogan

Patrick O'Brien

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the soul of

Peggy Dermody, mother of Brigid
Dermody

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - 72, 7 §]7

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 25th October -
C. Scully, G. Kearns & T. Hassett

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 25th October - G. Connaughton

Share a Prayer

Lifeds Joy
God gives us joy that me might give;
He gives us love that we might share;
Sometimes He gives us loads to lift
That we may learn to bear.

For life is gladder when we give,
And love is sweeter when we share,
And heavy loads rest lightly too,
When we have learned to bear.

Do you have prayer or appropriate reflection you would

like to share? If so why not drop a copy of it into the
Parish Office for inclusion in the newsletter.

Eucharistic Ministers

Eucharistic Ministers are needed for the 7.30 p.m. Mass
during the Birr Novena. If you can help please contact the
Parish Office. Thanks.

Also volunteers are needed to bring Holy Communion to
the patients in Birr Community Nursing Unit on Sunday
mornings. There is a rota and you will only be called on
once every 5 weeks. If you can help please contact the
Parish Office. Thanks.

Readers

Readers are requested to pick up the readings for Sunday
Mass during the previous week from behind the altar.
Thanks.
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A gentle reminder to all the PAYE parishioners who
very kindly and generously returned the CHY2 Tax
Claim form for last year. If you could do so again
this year it would help the parish and cost nothing to
yourself. Forms are available from the Parish Office.
Any new members who wish to join the scheme
would be very welcome. Once again, this costs the
participant nothing and is of great benefit to the Par-
ish. We are asking taxpayers who have contributed
at least €250 to Parish Funds (weekly collection,
Priests Collections, etc) during 2008 to consider
enabling us to claim this relief.

Today is Mission Sunday

This is Mission Sunday providing us with

an opportunity to unite with our mission-

ary brothers and sisters, and to re-commit

to the Church’'s missionary activity

through prayer, sacrifice and financial aid.

All funds collected on this Sunday are

sent directly to the work of the missionary Church which
reach out to communities in spiritual and financial need.
Thank you for your help.

The grounds of St Brendan's Church have been marked
with directional arrows for traffic, with a clockwise direction
of travel. This has become necessary because drivers have
failed to take note of other signs and have endangered pe-
destrians. We hope that other measures will not be neces-
sary. A space for drivers with disabilities has also been
marked out beside the side aisle entrance (school side of
the church). Please do not misuse or block this space.

'Reach Out' There are many levels on which Irish mission-
aries are reaching out to the peoples of the world on a daily
basis. The five missionaries featured on the poster come
from counties of Ireland and have each been serving mis-
sions for over thirty years. Each of them have made great
sacrifices in their own quality of life in order to bring dignity,
care and hope into the lives of so many people living in
mission countries.

'Lord that | may see! Seeking a vision for our day' is the
theme of the Birr Novena which will run from Monday 23
November to Tuesday 1 December; session times and
more details are available now on www.stbrendansbirr.ie
and all homes in the parish will be circulated with these de-
tails. The Novena, which is nine days of prayer, is in honour
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. It will be conducted by the

Redemptorist Fathers led by Fr Tadhg Herbert.

The theme of this Novena is taken from the Gospel story of
Bartimaeus, the blind man. One day during the Novena will
be devoted to Reconciliation and all are invited to share in

this wonderful Sacrament of healing, compassion and love.

Our enrolment Masses for First Confession, First Holy
Communion and Confirmation are now completed and we
thank all the boys and girls, their families and teachers for
their attendance over the past number of weeks. As part
of the continuing preparation programme for these
Sacraments, we will be welcoming boys and girls and their
parents who will be participating at the 7.30pm and
10.30am Mass in Birr and on a regular basis in Carrig. We
would ask all co-ordinators to ensure that they collect the
rota, readings and prayer of the faithful on the Monday
prior to their participation.

Home Visitation -The priests of the parish will con-

Community News

Folk choir practice in the church this Wednesday at 7:30
pm. New singers and musicians welcome

Birr Historical Society -l ecture by Paddy Heaney on
Charles Carroll and the American Declaration of Independ-
ence will be held in Dooly’s Hotel on Mon. 19th Oct. at 8pm.

Ramblers in Eirinn - Sunday, 1st November 2009. Meet
2:00 pm at Eglish RC Church for tree planting ceremony in
memory of deceased former members followed by walk to
Old Eglish cemetery where a talk will be given on its interest-
ing history. Non-members welcome - €3. A table quiz will be
held in Enroute, Fivealley on Friday 27th November.

Birr Neighbourhood Watch - are holding a Raffle on
Friday 23rd Oct in the Marian Hall during the Interval at the
Bingo. Raffle tickets will be on sale in the Foyer . All Support
very much Appreciated. AGM will be held in Dooly’s Hotel on
Wed. 21st Oct. at 8.00 p.m.

Carrig, Riverstown & Killeen Active Retirement

Group next meeting in Carrig hall on Monday 19th October
at 7.30 p.m. Bowling every Thursday at 6.30 p.m. Annual
membership fee now due. New members welcome.

Birr Boys Scouts are holding a fund raising dance in
Dooly’s Hotel on Friday 23rd October in aid of the restoration
of the log cabin. Tickets €10. A night not to be missed.

Male, over 50 and living in the Crinkill area? Go for
Life/Offaly Sports Partnership are looking for men over 50 to
participate in Men's Pitching and Boccia. If you are interested
contact Marguerite on 086-3339311.

Bord Na Mona Pensioners Association - Mass will be
offered for deceased colleagues in the Church of the As-
sumption, Tullamore on Thursday 22nd October at 12 noon.

Birr Stage Guild hosts a One Act Drama Festival, a selec-
tion of one act plays performed by award winning drama
groups, from Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th October. Contact
Birr Theatre for more details.

tinue visiting Grove Street, Southgate, Ballinree and
Boherdeel during the coming week. We look forward
to meeting as many people as possible.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Annual Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be held in
Birr Methodist Church on Sunday 18th October at 7.30 p.m.
The preacher is Rev. William Olmstead from Mountmellick.
All are welcome.

Mass for St. Pio will be held in St. Brendan’s church on
Tuesday next, 20th October at 7.30 p.m.

Blessing of Graves will take place in Clonoghill Cemetery on
Sunday 1st November at 3.00 p.m. starting in the new ceme-
tery. The blessing of graves in Carrig will take place on the
same day after the 9.30 a.m. Mass.

Feast Days this Week

Monday 19th - Ss John Brebeuf, Isaac Jogues and compan-
ion martyrs. These were Jesuit priests who were martyred by
Huron and Iroquois Indians around 1648. Also St. Paul of the
Cross who lived from 1694-1775 was founder of the Passion-
ist Society and gave great care to the sick and dying.

Friday 23rd - St. John of Capistrano 1386-1456 He was a
Franciscan priest and was a great student of law, both civil
and church. He represented the Pope at many different meet-
ings and died of a fever in Belgrade. He is the patron saint of
jurists and military chaplains.

Saturday 24th - St. Anthony Claret Lived in the 19th century
and was founder of the missonary Claretian Order.
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Birr Stage Guild

[ B

E':r—v—v—v—v—v—v—v—v—v—v—\ ®)
L1
1




