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SRR Fr. Tony Cahird 057-9120097 Parish Office Opening Hours Church of )
Brendan Ers])-awd Carrolld 057-9120098 . the Annunciation
Fr. Michael Reddand 057-9121757 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Carrig
Fr. Pat Gilbertd 057-9120098 10.30 am. 1 12.15 p.m.

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sat 19th 7.30 p.m. Tom & Mary Brummell
Edward Sherlock
Sun 20th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Willie Power
John Dwyer
12 Noon Gerry Ryan (1st Ann)
6.30 p.m.  Polish Community Mass
Carrig 9.30 a.m.  Oliver Kelly & son John & family
Patrick & Bridget Redden
Mon 21st  7.30 a.m. People of the Parish
10.00 a.m.
Tue22nd  7.30 a.m.  John Devitt
10.00 a.m.
Wed 23rd  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Thu 24th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Letitia Tierney
Fri 25th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Sat 26th 10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m.  P.J. Dunne (MM)
Tom & Betty Lally
Alf Regan
Frank McGilton
Sun 27th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. O’Meara family
12 Noon Joe Scully
Michael Loughnane
Kathleen Dowd & King family
Carrig 9.30 a.m.

Collection Total for last Sunday - €2,318

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 27th June -
Owen Smyth

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 27th June - M. O’Gorman & R. O’Brien

Crying Shame

It's official: women cry more than men do. Researchers in
Germany have discovered that while men shed tears six to 17
times a year women do so 30 to 64 times. And, whereas men
go with the flow for two to four minutes, women’s tear ducts,
once activated, stay in hyperdrive for up to six minutes. Fur-
thermore, if a woman starts weeping she accelerates to full-
blown sobbing in 65 percent of cases. For men, it’s six per-
cent. Now to end this mini-deluge of drippy data: women cry
when they feel inadequate, face dicey situations, or when
remembering past events; men cry from empathy, or because
of a failed relationship.

That last bit makes me wonder how Peter feels in today’s
Gospel reading (Luke 9:18-24) when Jesus practically re-
bukes him for giving an honest answer to his question. Jesus
is praying; stops for a moment, and as if still in prayer asks a
worried question; ‘Who do people say | am?’ He doesn’t react
when his disciples say John the Baptist, or Elijah, or a
prophet, but he comes down heavily on them when Peter
nails him as the Messiah. This is too close to the bone. Jesus’
hour for self-acceptance has not yet come. But it will. He jour-
neys to self-knowledge and self-acceptance as we do: gradu-
ally.

On that same journey our personal question is not about what
others think of me but about what | think of myself. Has my
‘hour’ come for my discovery and acceptance of self as God’s
son or daughter? If not, what a crying shame!

Fr Tom Cahill SVD, Divine Word Missionaries, Donamon, Co
Roscommon. Email tomcee@eircom.net

PRAYER FOR THOSE TAKING EXAMS

Loving God, be with me now
as | prepare for my exams.
Thank you for the many talents
and gifts you have given me
and for the opportunity of education.
Calm my nerves and anxiety;
help me to remember all that | have studied,
to express it clearly and to answer the questions
the very best that | can.
Holy Spirit, sit with me in my exam
In Jesus name. Amen.

- and always.

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the soul of
Patrick McCarthy
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A sub-committee of the Parish Pastoral Council has been
working on a vision statement and mission statement
for the parish of Birr. The draft text below was presented
to the June meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council and we
are now publishing the proposed statement here in the news-
letter. The purpose of the statement is to give a sense of how
the parish might develop and grow in the coming years, and
in particular how the Parish Pastoral Council may develop
and encourage the growth of the parish. Your comments on
the statement are welcome: you can contact any of the
priests or the parish office directly using the contact numbers/
email at the top of the newsletter. It is intended to present the
final statement in the Autumn. You can read more about the
development of the statement online at ww.stbrendansbirr.ie

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Annual Mass in Clonoghill Cemetery on Wednesday 14th
July at 7.30 p.m.

Annual Killaloe Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine on
Sunday 4™ July 2010, Led by Bishop Willie Walsh. Ceremo-
nies begin at 2:30 p.m.

Killaloe Diocesan Night Vigil to Knock Shrine on Friday
August 6™ 2010. Ceremonies begin at 9 p.m.

Saturday 28th August - An ecumenical pilgrimage to honour
St. Brendan of Birr will take place.

4™ National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at The
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, on Sunday, September 12"
2010.

Vision & Mission Statement
The people of our parish, believing in and inspired
by Jesus Christ, are committed to making our
parish a place where each person feels welcome,
accepted and valued. Together we strive to build
up a dynamic, caring and Christian community that
is characterised by faith, mission, worship and
service.
The Parish Pastoral Council brings together lay
people, religious and the ordained, to ensure the
fulfilment of this vision, enhancing the quality of
parish life and parish activity, and will work to
establish a year-round stewardship programme to
make the best use of all our gifts of time and talent.

These are further guidelines in our parish 'Keeping Children
Safe Policy' as agreed by the Parish Pastoral Council.

° No photographs may be taken at First Communion,
First Confession or Confirmation ceremonies while
these are taking place.

° An audit of procedures under the 'Keeping Children
Safe Policy' is undertaken on a yearly basis.
] A representative (Brian Kennedy) is in place to co-

ordinate the implementation of child safety policy in the
parish of Birr.

] The parish clergy and parish pastoral council have fully
adopted all necessary procedures, as recommended
by the Diocesan Child Safety Committee

A full list of guidelines and policy can be viewed online

www.stbrendansbirr.ie/safeguarding-children.

New Eucharistic Minister and Reader rotas available.
Please collect yours at the back of the altar after Mass. Thank
you.

Parking spaces for people with disabilities are reserved
at the Mercy Primary School side of St Brendan's Church and
are clearly marked out. However, some people without the
blue badge are using these spaces; we would respectfully
ask that you refrain from doing so, as this is unfair on those
who are entitled to use these spaces.

Beside the Prayer for Students at the Altar rails is a petition
box. You might like to include the names of students taking
exams to be included in Mass during June.

Children’s Liturgy takes place at the 10.30 a.m. Mass on
Sunday 27th June. New parents welcome to join existing
parents in helping out.

Best Wishes to Denis Sheils, new chairman of Birr Town
Council. Congratulations to Tony McLoughlin, outgoing chair-

Feast Days this Week

Monday 21st - St. Aloysius Gonzaga - A Jesuit novice who
died at the age of 23; he was a model student and is patron
of youth

Tuesday 22nd - St. Paulinus of Nola - From Spain, he lived
354-431 (approx) he was a deeply spiritual man who showed
great care of the poor.

also St. John Fisher & St. Thomas More Both men were
martyred by Henry VIII for refusing to do as he ordered; they
believed in the greater glory of God

Thursday 24th - Birth of St. John the Baptist - The birth of
this prophet is honoured on the Summer solstice: 'He must
increase, but | must decrease' (Jn 3:30)

Community News

Congratulations to Anne-Marie Cahalan who re-

T ceived her Silver Pin at the Pioneer Association ceremony

last week.

Best Wishes to St Cillian's Camogie Club who repre-
sent Offaly in the 2010 Féile na nGael competition being held
in Clare this weekend. Beir Bua!

Wilmer Tennis Club - Parks Tennis Kids Programme (6-
17 years) takes place from July 12th-16th. If you missed reg-
istration please call 086-4052559 for more information.

Carrig, Riverstown & Killeen Active Retirement

Group - next meeting in Carrig Community Hall on Monday
21st June at 7.30 p.m.

Alfie Lambe Fiesta - on Saturday 26th June in the GAA
Centre, Arden Rd., Tullamore. A day to celebrate the life of
the Servant of God, Alfie Lambe, Legion of Mary envoy to
South America 1953-1959. Music, entertainment, faith shar-
ing, slides, art competition and prayer. All welcome.

3 Day Pilgrimage to Lough Derg - on Sunday 27th
June. Bus leaves Emmet Square at 7.15 a.m. and goes via
Banagher, Ferbane and Athlone. To reserve a seat please
contact Lisa Egan on 087-6776730.

Birr Outdoor Education Centre - Adventure Summer
Camps, July 12th-16th (14-17yrs), August 2nd-6th (11-15
yrs), August 13th-20th Open Days (8-80 years) For more in-
formation call 057-9120029

The ‘Pathways’ course in All Hallows College
Pathways is a course for adults who wish to explore their
faith. There are no exams on this course, no written work.
The only qualification is an openness to listening to others,
you can just come along and enjoy!

For more information please phone 8373745 or email
pathways@allhallows.ie or write to: Pathways, All Hallows
College, Gracepark Road, Drumcondra, Dublin 9.

man, on a job well done.




