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Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Joan Curley (MM)

John Joe, Marie & Pat Sheeran
Margaret & William Hegarty

Margaret & William Connerton & Patsy
Longworth

James & Sarah Duffy
Eileen Corcoran

Rob & Joe Parkinson

William & Mary Murphy & sons Michael
& Billy,

Keith family

Brian Guidera,
Pat O Gor man &
Martin & Elizabeth Lawlor & family

Polish Community Mass

Paudge Quinn (1st Ann) & Paul, Nora &
Patrick Quinn,
James Hoctor

People of the Parish
Pat White

James, Brigid & George Flynn & family

Paddy Conroy, Ned Hogan

Patrick, Brigid & Molly Queeney

Patrick Lynch

Kevin Madden
Fergal Keighery

George Plunkett (1st Ann)
Jimmy Donoghue

Irene Corbett

Oliver Clarke

Patrick Bergin (Hollypark)
Gerry Garahy
John Dunican

Raymond Hoare (1st Ann)
Tony Milne
Paddy Bergin (Moorpark St.)
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Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 27th September -
N. Houlihan

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 27th September - J. & V. Woods

Share a Prayer

Reach out and touch the Lord
As He goes by

You will find

To hear your hearts cry
Heds passing
Your needs to supply

Reach out and touch the Lord

As He goes by

by

Do you have prayer or appropriate reflection you would
llike to share? If so why not drop a copy of it into the
Parish Office for inclusion in the newsletter.

Accord Marriage Preparation Courses

Accord is the body designated by the Bishops to provide
Marriage Preparation Courses for couples preparing for the
Sacrament of Marriage. If you are getting married in 2010
please check with your Priest before taking a course, to en-
sure that your chosen course is acceptable. To book contact

1850 58 5000 or book on-line at www.accord.ie.

Sincere thanks to all who so generously
give of their time and talent to our Parish
every week, keeping our churches and
grounds so well. Your work does not go
unnoticed.

Our thanks also to Liam Moran & the FAS team for their
support particularly with our Prayer Garden, ‘Garden of
Tranquillity’.
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A gentle reminder to all the PAYE parishioners who
very kindly and generously returned the CHY2 Tax
Claim form for last year. If you could do so again
this year it would help the parish and cost nothing to
yourself. Forms are available from the Parish Office.
Any new members who wish to join the scheme
would be very welcome. Once again, this costs the
participant nothing and is of great benefit to the Par-
ish. We are asking taxpayers who have contributed
at least €250 to Parish Funds (weekly collection,
Priests Collections, etc) during 2008 to consider
enabling us to claim this relief.
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Basket Collection Total for last Sunday -7 2, 3 {8

From the beginning of next month exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction will take place on
the first Saturday of the month. Exposition will begin after
10am Mass has concluded and Benediction will be at
11am. This will replace Benediction at the end of the First
Friday Mass. The change, agreed by the Liturgy Group, is
to facilitate a period of greater reverence for the Blessed
Sacrament than is currently possible on a First Friday.
Please join with us during this sacred period, beginning on
Saturday 3 October.

Blessing of the new Stations of the Cross in the Prayer Gar-
den will take place after 10.00 a.m. Mass on Monday 21st
September. All welcome.

Fr. Colm Hogan extends his sincere gratitude for your very
generous response to his Ecuador appeal last weekend.
The September Priests Collection will be taken up at all
masses next weekend.

Distributors - please collect your envelopes at the back of the
altar. Thank you.

Haryest Thanksgiving Mass will be held on Sunday 20th
September at12 noon.
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Community News

Carrig, Riverstown, Killeen Active Retired - Next
meeting will be in Carrig Community Hall on Monday 21st

September at 7.30 p.m. Bowling every Thursday evening at
6.30 p.m. New members welcome.

Birr Travellers and Settled Peoples Group - next
meeting will take place on Thursday 24th September at 8.00
p.m. in the Methodist Hall, Emmet. St. All welcome.

Offaly Partnership will be in the Marian Hall on Monday
21st September from 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. to provide information on
services available, e.g. health services, home improvements,
etc.

Our Lady of Fatima - Prayers in honour of Our Lady of
Fatima will be said at 9.30 a.m. on Saturday 3rd October.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes - 22nd-27th Septem-
ber. Anyone going on the pilgrimage or needing transport to
and from the airport should contact the Parish Office.

Grow, world community mental health movement meets
every Tuesday night at 7.30pm in the Community Mental
Health Centre, The Convent, Wilmer Road, Birr. Contact
057-9351124 for more information.

Millenium Partnership Fund Grants - Applications are
now being taken for third level grants, for students currently
attending college and in need of additional financial support.
For further information contact Offaly Local Development
Company on 057-9151622. Closing date is Friday 25th Sept.

Gamcare Ireland - An organisation which supports those
affected by problem gambling. Help-Line 1800 246 139 avail-
able to talk to a trained advisor for counselling support, infor-
mation and advice. 8.00 a.m. to midnight seven days a week.

Combhaltas Set Dancing Classes in the Marian Hall.
Starts Thursday 1st October at 8.30 p.m. Contact 087-
9347968 for more information.

Table Quiz in aid of Children of Chernobyl will be held in
Dooly’s Hotel on Friday 16th October.

Congratulations to the Offaly Camogie Team & mentors
on winning the All-Ireland title last weekend.

The parish of Birr will hold a Solemn Novena from Mon-
day 23 November to Tuesday 1 December. A novena is a
festival of faith running across nine days and all are in-
vited to attend a session once-a-day. The times of each
session are 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm weekdays and usual

Mass times on Sunday as well as a 7.30pm session on
Sunday evening. The session consists of Mass, novena
prayers, petition prayers with music and song, and the
Novena is being conducted by the Redemptorist Fathers.

Parents of children who are making their First Reconcilia-
tion/Confession and First Holy Communion are invited to
a special meeting in the coming week. You will have re-
ceived a letter from the parish about this meeting, through
your school during the past week. It is important that you
attend as details of the preparation programme will be given
and you will be asked to make a commitment to this pro-
gramme.

The meeting on Tuesday 22 September is for Mercy Pri-
mary School and Crinkill NS, and on Wednesday 23 Sep-
tember for St Brendan's Boys Primary School & Killeen NS.
Both meetings are in the Marian Hall and run from 8-
9.15pm. Please note that these meetings are for parents/
guardians. At least one from each family should attend the
meeting.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Date for the Diary - There will be a training meeting for all
Eucharistic Ministers on Tuesday 6 October at 7.30pm. This
meeting will be in the Conference Room in St Bren-

dan's Church and you are asked to make a special effort to
attend this meeting.

The Children's Liturgy will be held at the 10.30 a.m. Mass
on 27th September. All are welcome.

Feast Days this Week

Monday 21st - St Matthew Apostle & Evangelist He is be-
lieved to have been a missionary in Ethiopia & Persian. He is
the patron saint of accountants, book-keepers, tax-collectors,
customs officers and security guards.

Wednesday 23rd - St Pius of Pietrelcino (Padre Pio) A
Capuchin friar who bore the wounds of our Lord. He died in
September 1968

Friday 25th - St. Finbarr Lived in Gougane Barra as a hermit,
but when people became to gather around him, he moved to
Cork and founded a community at the mouth of the Lee. He
died around the year 623.

Saturday 26th - Saints Cosmas & Damien - early martyrs of
Syria, about 287AD, and are patron saints of physicians.

Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of

--\ John Conaty, Claremorris for-
4 merly of Bridge St., Birr
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