
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent 2010 has begun and our Lenten programme in the par-
ish will help you to celebrate this season. Evening Prayer will 
be on every Sunday at 5.30pm in the Conference Room, St 
Brendan's Birr.  
 

Scripture prayer and reflection will take place after the 10am 
Mass each Wednesday in the Conference Room, St Bren-
dan's Birr. The focus of each scripture reflection will be on the 
following Sunday's gospel.  
 

Further details on Stations of the Cross will be published in 
next week's newsletter.  
  
There will be an Evening Reflection every evening at 6pm 
in St Brendan's, Birr and this will be available on our par-
ish radio link (106FM). It will begin with recitation of the An-
gelus and continue with a short scripture passage followed by 
a prayer which you can join in with using the card that is be-
ing distributed at all Masses and through schools in the com-
ing week. Please feel free to take an extra card and give it to 
a neighbour so that they might join in with the Evening 
Prayer. 
 
The Priests Lenten Station collection will be taken up at all 
masses next weekend. Your generosity is very much appreci-
ated. 
Distributors are kindly asked to pick up their envelopes at the 
back of the altar after mass. 
 

Kilimanjaro Direct - the school project for children most 
in need, is on the way. Our building blitz will be from 21-31 
October 2010 and we are looking for volunteers. If interested, 
please contact Fr. Peter Muldowney (Clareen) on 086 
8265955 before the end of February. You can make a differ-
ence so please consider joining the blitz. 
 

If you park in the church grounds, please note that two 
spaces for drivers with disability badges have been pro-
vided at the Mercy Primary school side of the church. We 
would respectfully ask all other drivers not to block these 
spaces. Thank you. 
 

Trocaire’s Lenten Campaign 
‘When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by 
imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the LORD... and he 
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flow-
ing with milk and honey.’ (Deuteronomy 26:6-7,9)  
As the Israelites suffered at the hands of the Egyptians, they 
appealed to the Lord for comfort and assistance, in the way 
that we would pray to God during times of turmoil and insecu-
rity, asking him to lead us towards our land of ‘milk and 
honey.’  However, in other parts of the Christian family, there 
is a reality of praying to God for land where they can cultivate 
actual milk or honey to feed themselves and their families. 
The world is not short of food but people’s inability to access 
land, water and technology within rural areas often means 
they go hungry.  Over one billion people in the world will go to 
sleep hungry tonight. Most of them are from rural, farming 
families. Securing access to these resources for these farm-
ers is a priority for Trócaire’s programmes around the 
world.  Please support Trócaire’s Lenten campaign this year 
in whatever way you can.  
 

Sponsors for the Newsletter are required. If you would like 
to sponsor the parish newsletter please contact the Parish 
Office or one of the priests. 
 
Children’s Liturgy will take place at the 10.30 a.m. Mass 
next Sunday (28th) and every Sunday between then and 
Easter. All children from Junior Infants through to Second 
Class are most welcome. If any parent would like to get in-
volved with the group you are invited to meet in the Confer-
ence Room at the back of the church on Sunday. 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

Ministers of the Word - A meeting for all Ministers of the 
Word in the parish will be held in St Brendan's Church, Birr at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 23 February. During the meeting there 
will be some spiritual reflection on the role of the reader, 
some guidelines for reading and a service of commitment to 
the ministry. It is an important meeting and we would ask that 
you would make a special effort to attend.  
 

At the 7.30pm & 10.30am Masses this weekend, we say a 
special word of welcome to the children from Mercy Primary 
and Crinkill NS who are preparing for First Confession and 
First Holy Communion. This concludes the programme of 
preparation Masses for the First Communion and First Con-
fession children. We thank all those who participated, girls & 
boys and their parents. A special word of thanks to the co-
ordinators for their time and involvement. Míle buíochas 
daoibh go léir. 
 

Change of Date - the celebration of First Confession for 
St Brendan's Boys Primary School, Killeen NS and chil-
dren from Oxmantown NS who are being prepared in the 
parish has been changed to Monday 8 March at 7.30pm in St 
Brendan's Church, Birr. Apologies for any inconvenience 
caused. Please keep all the children, their families and teach-
ers in your prayers.  
 

Feast Days this Week 
Monday 22nd - The Chair of St. Peter Apostle  This feast 
reminds us of Jesus' choice of Peter as the foundation of the 
church, the one who would be of service to the whole church.  
Tuesday 23rd - St. Polycarp  Bishop of Smyrna in Turkey. He 
was a disciple of St. John the Apostle and was martyred 
around the year 155 
 

Community News 
 

Birr Choral Society celebrates 40 years are holding a 

concert in St. Brendan’s on Friday 26th February at 8.00p.m. 
They will be joined by visiting singers and instrumentalists. 
Tickets are €15 and are available from Birr Theatre and Arts 
Centre (9122911) or Square News (9120921). All proceeds 
will go to the Haiti Earthquake Appeal. 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will leave Shannon 

on Saturday, June 26th returning on July 1st. Cost this year is 
€685. Booking forms can be obtained from the Parish Office. 
A limited number of sick pilgrims will be accommodated at a 
cost of €552. Applications for sick pilgrims only to Fr. Tom 
Ryan, Pilgrimage Director, SS John & Paul Presbytery, Shan-
non, Co. Clare. Tel: 061-364133. 
 

Birr Leisure Centre AGM Friday 26th February at 9.00pm 

at Birr Leisure Centre, all are welcome. 

Taize Summer Pilgrimage—July 4
th

 – 13th 2010  

For young people (Age 17-30). Share in prayer, workshops, 
Meals, all that makes up a week in the life of young people. 
On Sunday 11th we travel to Paris where we stay in Hotel 
accommodation  for two nights. Monday 12th in Disneyland 
Paris, Monday evening a Coach tour of Paris. Tuesday some 
organised sightseeing, (Shopping), returning home that eve-
ning, Tuesday 13th July. Cost €550 Any enquiries (As soon 
as possible) to Fr Jerry Carey 086 2508444 
 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PLEASE SING WITH US 

 

God of Mercy 
 

God of mercy and compassion, 
Look with pity upon me, 

Father, let me call Thee Father, 
'Tis Thy child returns to Thee. 

 

Jesus, Lord, I ask for mercy;  
knowing it is not vain;  

All my sins, I now detest them,  
help me not to sin again.  

 

Only by thy grace and mercy 
May I hope for heavõn above, 

Where the saints rejoice forever 
In a sea of boundless love. 

 

Gentle As Silence  
 

Oh, the love of my Lord is the essence 
Of all that I love here on earth. 

All the beauty I see, He has given to me, 
And his giving is gentle as silence. 

 

Every day, every hour, every moment, 
Have been blessed by the strength of His love. 

At the turn of each tide, He is there at my side, 
And his touch is as gentle as silence. 

 

 
Holy God 

 

Holy God, we praise thy name;  
Lord of all, we bow before thee;  

all on earth thy sceptre own;  
all in heaven above adore thee.   

Infinite thy vast domain;  
everlasting is thy reign. 

 
Hark the loud celestial hymn  

angel choirs above are raising;  
cherubim and seraphim,  

in unceasing chorus praising,  
fill the heavens with sweet accord:   

Holy, holy, holy Lord. 

Sat 20th 7.30 p.m. Elenor (1st Ann) & Patrick Joseph 
OôNeill 
Maura Hayes, Michael Lane 

Sun 21st 8.30 a.m. Elizabeth Maher 

 10.30 a.m. Michael & Terry Dolphin 
Elsie & Paddy Gillen 
Carmel OôHare 

 12 Noon Rita Scully (MM) 
Michael Halvey (1st Ann) 
John Neilan (1st Ann) 
Willie Hough 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 22nd 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m. Thomas & Ellen McGee 

Tue 23rd 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Margaret Conroy, Paul Shields 
Eddie, Violet & Michael Forrester 

Wed 24th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Hogan & Guilfoyle families 

 7.30 p.m. Prayer óRound The Cross 

Thu 25th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Brendan Dwyer 

Fri 26th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. May Tierney 

Sat 27th 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Bernie Maughan 
Leo & Josephine Cullinane 
John Murdock 

Sun 28th 8.30 a.m. Ciaran Duffy 

 10.30 a.m. Michael & Nellie Whelan & son Michael 
Tommy Errity 
John & Mary Feehan 

 12 Noon Tommy Rigney, Paddy Egan 
James & Mary Claffey & Frank Bradley 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday 

(Bishops Conference & Commissions) - €3,448 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 28th February -  

                            Caitriona Houlihan 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 28th February - J. Bergin & W. Kirwan 

Sponsored  
 

Anonymously 
Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the souls of   

P.J. Spain, Sadie Campbell,  

Joe McArdle 

Booking a wedding? Please contact the Parish Office to 
enquire about availability of either church in the parish and 
if you require one of the local priests as your celebrant, 
please contact them using the numbers here in the newslet-
ter.  You should allow yourself at least six months for proper 
preparations, marriage preparation course and necessary 
paperwork.  


