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: ; = Fr. Tony Cahird 057-9120097 Parish Office Opening Hours Church of
St. Brendgan Ers])'awd Carrolld 057-9120098 . the Annunciation
Birr Fr. Michael Reddand 057-9121757 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Carrig
Fr. Pat Gilbertd 057-9120098 10.30 am.112.15 p.m.

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sadie Campbell (MM)
Vincent Loughnane

Sat 20th 7.30 p.m.

Collection Total for last Sunday - €2,519

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 28th March -
Lisa O’Brien

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 28th March - B. Bolger & G. Cashen

If you are planning to marry in the Diocese of Killaloe,
please note that you are required to attend a marriage
preparation course organised by ACCORD or at Esker Mon-
astery outside Athenry.

Contact one of the local priests for further information and
other details of what you need to do in preparing for mar-
riage

Trocaire’s Lenten Campaign
Lent is a time for repentance. It is also a time for coming to a
deeper and deeper awareness of God'’s forgiving love. God
knows we are not perfect; our world is not perfect, our fami-
lies are not perfect, our communities are not perfect, our
country is not perfect. Yet God loves us. The question is
what does a deep sense of this love inspire from us?
Does it inspire us to ‘go and sin no more’?
What doésatgneannn terms of working together to transform
our world for people like Domitille and her family? What ‘new
deed’ does it inspire in us as Christians?

Please support Trécaire’s Lenten campaign this year in what-
ever way you can.

Sun 21st 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Helen Hogan (1st Ann)
12 Noon Eileen Milne
John Murray & Fr. Henry Torpey
Carrig 9.30 a.m.  John Guilfoyle
Mon 22nd  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m.
Tue 23rd 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Eugene Garvey
Ti mot hy & Bridget (
7.30 p.m.
Wed 24th  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Mick & Molly McGrath
Edmond O’ Donovan
7.30 p.m.  Reconciliation Service
Thu 25th 7.30 a.m.
10.00am. Gerry & Sarah O’ Do
Fri 26th 7.30 a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m. Nora & Thomas Reynolds
Sat 27th 10.00 a.m. Zora Kenny
7.30 p.m.  Middleton & Kennedy families
Willie Coughlan & uncle Johnny Kenny
Liam Ryan
Sun 28th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Mary Kennedy (1st Ann)
Frank & Betty Dolphin & son Kieran
12 Noon Kathleen Mulhern
Phil Guinane
Conor Finnegan
Carrig 9.30 a.m.

Volunteers Wanted - To participate in Ladies Mini-
Marathon to raise sponsorship for GROW Community Mental
Health Movement in the Midland Region. Please contact
dohraFarren 086 8033126 for more details.

Offaly County Childcare Committee are holding an
information night on the ‘Free Pre-School Year’ for parents on
Monday 22nd March from 7.30 p.m.—9.00 p.m. In Dooly’s
Hotel. All welcome.

Time for a new challenge: ACCORD, Nenagh the Di-
ocesan Agency for Marriage and the Family, is looking for
volunteers for its Marriage Education Services. If you are in-
terested an information night will be held on Monday 22nd
March at 7.30 p.m. in Loreto House, Kenyon St., Nenagh.
Contact 067-31272 for more details.

Newsletter Sponsors needed. If you would like to help
please contact one of the priests or the Parish Office.

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the soul of

Michael McEvoy, Ballincollig and
late of Cornmarket St.
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Lenten Triduum

i i
| |
: In preparation for Easter, our Lenten Trid- !
j uum takes place at 7.30pm on Monday 22, ‘!
i Tuesday 23 & Wednesday 24 March. We |
i are focusing on 'Living our Faith in Family'. i
i Family life is under much pressure from many :
i different points at this time in our country. i
i The Church itself has been the cause of i
¥ much hurt and anger and so we wonder, how
¥ can we live and celebrate our Faith in these i
' difficult times? The community or family of i
¥ the church ought to be a place where we can  j
' draw hope and encouragement at this time i
: and so we invite you all to celebrate this i
! Lenten Triduum with us. i
; On Monday, Mass will be celebrated at 7.30 '
i P-m. by Fr. Tom Corbett, PP Roscrea; Fr. !
i Brendan Quinlivan, administrator Feakle, will !
; celebrate Mass at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday and !
é our own Fr. David will lead our Reconciliation "
i Service on Wednesday evening at 7.30pm. i
i All are welcome to join with us on these three :
i nights as we move towards Holy Week. i
i i
i i
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The Priests Easter Collection will be taken up at all Masses
next Sunday (27th/28th March). As always your generosity is
very much appreciated.

Distributors, please collect your envelopes at the back of the
altar.

Easter Mass Bouquets are now available from the Parish
Office. €5 each.

Our Easter Newsletter will be distributed to all homes in the
parish during the coming wee. This contains information on
the parish, full details of the Easter Ceremonies and our
Easter message

Vocations News On Thursday 18 March Monsignor Eugene
Nugent, a priest of Killaloe Diocese was ordained Archbishop
in Rome and he has been appointed the Papal Nuncio
(ambassador) to Madagascar. We wish him every blessing in
this new appointment. Easter Monday will see the ordination,
also in Rome, of Gerard Jones as a deacon. Gerard was with
us in Birr for a month last Summer and we wish him every
blessing and ask that you pray for him at this important time.

Could you turn your hand to becoming a priest? Does
your current Job fit you? Why not look beyond the norm?
Come along to a Vocations open day on April 17th in Mount
St. Joseph Abbey Roscrea and spend some time with like
minded men to explore new possibilities for your future? To
book or for further information contact Fr. Iggy McCor-
mack Tel: 086-2777139 ignaid@hotmail.com

Children’s Liturgy will take place at the 10.30 a.m. Mass this
Sunday and continuing each Sunday until Easter. All children
from Junior Infants through to Second Class are most wel-
come. If any parent would like to get involved with the group
meet in the Conference Room at the back of the church on
these Sundays.

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Holy Week Ceremonies
St. Brendan's Church, Birr

Holy Thursday - 7 April 10am  Morning Prayer
7.30pm Evening Mass of the
Lord's Supper
9.45pm Night Prayer
Good Friday - 2 April 10am Morning Prayer
3pm Celebration of the
Lord's Passion
7.30pm Stations of the Cross
Holy Saturday - 3 Aprii 10am Morning Prayer
9pm  Easter Vigil
6.30am Dawn Mass of
Resurrection (in Garden of
Tranquillity, rear of church)
Other Masses at usual Sunday times

Easter Sunday - 4 April

Church of the Annunciation, Carrig

Holy Thursday - 7 April 8.00pm Evening Mass of the
Lord's Supper

8.00pm Celebration of the
Lord's Passion

9.30am Mass

Confessions will be available after morning prayer and after
the ceremonies on Holy Thursday & Good Friday. On Holy
Saturday, confessions will be available from 10.30am-12noon
& 2-4pm.

Good Friday - 2 April

Easter Sunday - 4 April

Community News

Birr Travellers & Settled People’s Group — next
meeting will take place on Thursday 25" March at 8.00 p.m.
in the Methodist Hall, Emmet St. All are welcome.

Birr Active Retirement Group — next meeting will be
held on Thursday 25" March at 7.30 p.m. in the Resource
Centre. All members are requested to attend. New members
welcome.

Concerned about someone’s drinking, gambling

or use of drugs and don’t know what to do? Bushypark
Treatment Centre in Ennis is a place to go for help. Phone
065-6840944 for more details or look up www.bushypark.ie

MA In Christian Leadership in Education - Mary Im-
maculate College has a new professional qualification pro-
gramme entitled MA in Christian Leadership in Educa-

tion. This two year programme, commencing in June 2010,
will lead to a professional qualification with a strong theology
component for those working as school principals, members
of boards of management, members of the school

trusts. Applications close April 23™ 2010. For further infor-
mation see http://www.mic.ul.ie/ or contact Admissions Office,
on 061 204348 / 204929, email admissions@mic.ul.ie

Ramblers in Eireann - Easter Sunday 4th April. Meet at
2.30pm in the main car park at Clonfert for a walk led by local
archaeologist Christy Cuniffe. The walk includes the unique
12th century cathedral, ancient Yew Walk and Bishops Pal-
ace. All welcome. Non-members €3.

Offaly Carers Support Group— would like to invite you
to attend a Support Group Meeting on Wednesday 24th Mar
2010, in The Carers Association Centre, Market Square, Tul-
lamore from 11.00am - 1.00pm. The Support Group will pro-
vide you with the information on Supports and Services. You
will also have the opportunity to have tea/coffee whilst meet-
ing other Carers in the community. All Family Carers and
Friends are welcome to attend.
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