
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Feast of Pentecost which we celebrate today com-
memorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles. 
The Holy Spirit is the soul of the Church.  The feast of Pente-
cost is an annual invitation to the Church to look into itself 
and discover its soul. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 
breathe new life into your people. 

Show us the true meaning of the gospel 
and enkindle our hearts 

with a love that will transform our lives. 
Grant us the unity for which Jesus prayed  

now and forever. Amen 
 

The celebration of Pentecost brings to an end the season 
of Easter - in the liturgy of the church we return to the season 
of Ordinary Time. Green vestments are mostly used for the 
celebration of Mass during this season. Special celebrations 
of feasts and saints will be more frequent than during Easter. 
The colour green reminds us of growth - the hope that is con-
tained in the buds and ever-growing and renewing world of 
nature.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
Corpus Christi Procession will take place on Thursday 10th 
June at 7.30pm. Beginning in St. Brendan's Church, the pro-
cession will move to the Garden of Tranquility at the rear of 
the church. Organisers will be in touch with various groups in 
the parish but all are welcome to join the procession. In par-
ticular the boys and girls who have received their First Holy 
Communion will be very welcome to join with us on the eve-
ning of the procession. 
 

Our parish Baptismal preparation programme continues 
with a meeting each month for parents of children who are 
due to be baptised. You will receive details of the meeting 
when you make a request for Baptism at the parish office. 
Welcome to all who were baptised in our parish recently: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

Annual Mass in Clonoghill Cemetery on Wednesday 14th 
July at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Saturday 28th August - An ecumenical pilgrimage to honour 
St. Brendan of Birr will take place; it will begin at our own St. 
Brendan's church, move to the Methodist church, then to St. 
Brendan's Church of Ireland and finish at the old church of St. 
Brendan. This pilgrimage is taking place during Heritage 
Week.  
 

4th National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at The 
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, on Sunday, September 12th 
2010.   
 
 

Community News 
 

Feast of the Sacred Heart – June 11th – 10.00 a.m. 

Mass on that morning will be offered for the deceased mem-
bers of the Pioneer Association. Anyone wishing to receive a 
Silver of Gold pin at the Mass should contact Nell at 9121107 
by June 1st. 
 

Birr Active Retirement Group - Next meeting on Thurs-

day 27th May at 7.30 p.m. In the Resource Centre. Trip to 
Kilkenny will take place on Saturday 29th May and all mem-
bers to meet outside Marian Hall at 10.00 a.m. on the Satur-
day morning. 
 

Busybodies Summer Camp – takes place in Killeen NS 

for the month of July, starting on July 5th. Contact Ann on 
9121842 for more details. 
 

Loving Our Out Kids - is an Irish Support Website for 

parents of gay (LGBT) children,  www.lovingouroutkids.org.  If 
you would like to talk to someone in confidence, contact 
―Parent Support‖ on  087-2537699. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Appeal - We are appealing to 

people to participate in adoration. All we ask is that you allow 
yourself the time for prayer away from our sometimes hectic 
schedules in the solemnity of the adoration chapel. The open-
ing times are Monday-Wednesday 9.00 a.m. - 9.00 p.m., 
Thursday 9.00 a.m. - 7.00 p.m., Friday & Saturday 9.00 a.m. - 
6.00 p.m. and Sunday 2.00 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. Sunday opening 
restarts on May 30th. If you can commit to an hour during 
these times please contact the coordinator on 087-6961097. 
Also if you would like to do an hour without taking on a full-
time commitment please contact the coordinator on the 
above number. 
 

Sum of Money found in Carrig GAA. Please contact Parish 

Office. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regina caeli 
Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia.  

Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia.  
Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia.  
Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia. 

 

 

Sat 22nd 7.30 p.m. Chelsea Kennedy (MM) 
Joan Featherstone 
James Loughnane 
Kennedy, Hogan & Dunning families 

Sun 23rd 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Tommy Kennedy 
Tom Connole 

 12 Noon Michael Loughnane & Seamus, Brigid & 
Michael 
Bill Cooney 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 24th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Peter Bruce 

Tue 25th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m. Paddy O’Connor 

Wed 26th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Dooly, Taaffe & Egan families 

Thu 27th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 28th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 29th 10.00 a.m. Gareth Turner 

 7.30 p.m. Michael & Moira Keogh 
Tim Ryan 
Murt, Nell, Noel & Oliver Kelly 

Sun 29th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Patrick Nevin 
Albert & Mary Kate Watkins 
Vincent Sammon 

 12 Noon Donal Mulhern 
Noel & Brendan Garahy 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahir—057-9120097 

Fr. David Carroll—057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddan—057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbert—057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - û1,970 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 30th May -  

                            Deirdre King 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 30th May - C. Scully, G. Kearns, T. Hassett 

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the souls of   

Ned Doherty, brother of May,  

Mary Watkins, sister of Danny 

Shortt, Mary Durack, mother of 

Marion Nolan 

Sponsored  
  

Anonymously 

Comhgairdeas to all the children of Mercy Primary 
School and Crinkill NS who received their First Holy 
Communion during Mass on Saturday morning. Well 
done to all concerned with the organisation of a lovely 
ceremony. This brings to an end the Sacramental 
programme for this year. The Parish Team would like 
to thank all who helped in any way in the Sacramental 
Preparation programme over the past nine months at 
home, in school and in parish. We hope that your par-
ticipation will have helped to enrich your own faith life 
and understanding of God's gifts to us in the Sacra-
ments of Confirmation, Confession & Holy Commun-
ion.  
Let us continue to pray for one another and for all in 
our parish.  

Mary Hutchinson, Lucie Pardy, 
Charles O’Donoghue,  

Ryan O’Sullivan Nevin, Saoirse 
Egan, Mark Manzor, Evan King,  

Donagh Tierney,  
Emily Molloy, Daniel Loughrey,  

Katie Bliss, Darragh Martin,  
Cronin Murphy, Rachel Hoare 

PRAYER FOR THOSE TAKING EXAMS 
 

Loving God, be with me now  
as I prepare for my exams.  

Thank you for the many talents  
and gifts you have given me 

and for the opportunity of education. 
Calm my nerves and anxiety;  

help me to remember all that I have studied, 
to express it clearly  

and to answer the questions 
the very best that I can. 

Holy Spirit, sit with me in my exam - and always. 
In Jesus name.  

Amen. 

Cead Míle Fáilte to visiting choirs who will be 
joining our own choir for the 12 noon Mass this 

Sunday. 
 

Congratulations to Birr Choral Society who will 
be making a presentation to GOALõs Haiti fund. 
They will also plant a tree after Mass to com-

memorate 40 years. 

Priests Collection will be taken up at all Masses next 
weekend. As always your generosity is very much appreci-
ated. 
 
Distributors are kindly requested to pick up their envelopes 
from the back of the altar after Mass. 

The next Childrenôs Liturgy will be held on Sunday 30th 
May at 10.30 a.m. Mass. New parents are most welcome 
and meet in the Conference Room before start of Mass. It 
will be held on the last Sunday of each Month.  

 

Fr Kieran O'Reilly SMA has been appointed bishop elect 
of the Diocese of Killaloe to succeed Dr Willie Walsh.  
He is a native of Cork city and was ordained to priesthood 
in 1978. He worked for some years in Liberia and Nigeria, 
in parish and as a lecturer in Sacred Scripture in Nigeria. 
He was elected Superior-General of the Society of African 
Missions in 2001, and was re-elected in 2007. He will be 
finishing his work with the SMA order in the next few weeks 
and will be coming to the diocese in mid June.  
There is no date set for his consecration as bishop of 
Killaloe but he will probably be ordained bishop by Septem-
ber. In his statement, Fr O'Reilly asks for 'your prayers as I 
face the task ahead. I commit myself to doing as much as I 
can, with you, to make Christ more present in our 
daily lives. May the Spirit of Pentecost fill each of us with 
Peace.'  
Bishop Walsh has warmly welcomed Fr Kieran's appoint-
ment and we join with him in prayer to welcome our new 
bishop. 


