
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Priests Benevolent Fund collection will be taken 

up next weekend. This fund cares for priests who have 
served parish communities in the Killaloe Diocese and have 
now retired. The fund currently assists over 20 priests in 
medical care, housing and general needs of retirement. Your 
generous donation will ensure that our priests are given the 
care and attention they need in retirement.  
Envelope Distributors, please collect your envelopes at the 
back of the altar. Many thanks. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News 
 

Riverstown Tidy Towns will meet on Monday, August 

24th at 9.30pm in Gleesons, Riverstown. 
 

Lost - Pair of glasses and mobile phone. If found please 

contact the Parish Office. 
 

As the Church faces up to life in the 21st century, a 

deeper understanding of Christian tradition is widely being 
sought. The Priory Institute based at the Dominican House 
in Tallaght, Dublin offers an extended series of fifteen-week 
modules in the study of theology which is open to everyone. 
Since its inception in 2002, over 1000 people have taken part 
in the Institute's programmes. The Priory Institute invites peo-
ple from every walk of life to join in the study of theology form 
the comfort of their own homes. No previous knowledge of 
theology is required. Contact the Priory Institute, Tallaght by 
phone 01 4048124, email enquiries@prioryinstitute.com or 
visit their website www.prioryinstitute.com     
 

Eucharistic Adoration - New Opening Hours 

Monday - Wednesday 9.00a.m. - 9.00p.m. 
Thursday - 9.00a.m. - 7.00 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday - 9.00a.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
No Opening on Sundays 

 

BreastCheck the National Breast Screening programme 

are offering free breast X-rays (mammograms) to women 
aged 50-64 years in the Offaly area. Women will receive an 
appointment by post to attend the BreastCheck mobile unit  at 
the Health Centre, Arden Road, Tullamore. Further informa-
tion is available by calling freephone 1800 45 45 55.  
 

Camcor Warriors - Special Olympics (Junior) training will 

resume every Tuesday night 7.30 p.m. - 8.30 p.m. in Birr 
Community School Gym. Contact Suzanne on 086-8273639 
or Catherine on 086-8945712 for further information. 
 

Commemoration of Mary Ward - world’s first motoring 

fatality takes place on Birr Theatre on Saturday 19th August 
at 2.00 p.m. All invited. No Charge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

The Children's Liturgy will return in September and will run 
at the 10.30 a.m. Mass on the following Sundays, 27th Sep-
tember, 25th October, 22nd November, 6th, 13th, 20th, 25th 
and 27th of December .  
 

September 13th - Clonmacnois Pattern Day. See notice-
board in front porch for more details. 
 

September 13th - National Grandparents Pilgrimage to 
Knock. This years pilgrimage will see the launching of the 
National Grandparents Association which has been formed to 
set up parish groups for grandparents around the country to 
better enable them to pass on the faith. 
 

November 23rd - December 1st 2009 - A Solemn Novena 
will take place in Birr from Monday 23 November to Tuesday 
1 December 2009. Its theme will be ‘Lord that I may see! 
Seeking a vision for our day'. A team from the Redemptorist 
Fathers will conduct the Novena and in the coming months 
we will be highlighting the various events that will take place 
during the Novena. So, put it in your diary today! 
 
 

Feast Days  this Week 
 

Monday 24th - St. Bartholomew, Apostle  His name only ap-
pears in the Gospels as part of the list of apostles. He is be-
lieved to have preached the Gospel in India and is patron 
saint of plasterers, tanners & leather workers. 
Tuesday 25th - St. Louis  1214-70 King of France at the age 
of 12, he ruled with justice and was known for his care of the 
poor and his holiness. Also, St Joseph Calasanz 1556-1648 
patron saint of Catholic schools, due to his work in establish-
ing free schools. 
Thursday 27th - St. Monica  332-387  Through her prayers 
brought about the conversion of both her husband, Patricius 
& son, Augustine. She is the patron saint of mothers. 
Friday 28th - St. Augustine 354-430 Bishop of Hippo in North 
Africa and his influence in the development of Church theol-
ogy & teaching was and is enormous. He is the patron saint 
of theologians. 
Saturday 29th - The Beheading of John the Baptist. This 
marks John's final and greatest act of witness to Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m.  

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflection 
By Flor McCarthy 

 
Circle me, Lord 

Keep protection near; 
Keep danger afar. 
Circle me, Lord 

Keep hope within; 
Keep doubt without. 

Circle me, Lord 
Keep Light near; 

Keep darkness afar. 
Circle me, Lord 

Keep peace within; 
Keep strife without. 

Circle me, Lord 
Keep love within; 

Keep hate without. 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sat 22nd 7.30 p.m. Sadie & John Dolan 
Patrick & Jane Mahony 

Sun 23rd 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Margaret Horan (1st Ann) 
Christy & Mary Hough 
Tom & Molly Smyth & Smyth family 
Fred Delaney 

 12 Noon Jim Reeder 
John Kennedy 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Tooher family 

Mon 24th 10.00 a.m. John, Bridget & Paddy Delaney 
Tom & John Shortt & family 

Tue 25th 10.00 a.m. People of the Parish 

Wed 16th 10.00 a.m. Brendan Cooke 

Thu 27th 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 28th 10.00 a.m. Austin Byrne 

Sat 29th 10.00 a.m. Dan Bass & family 

 7.30 p.m. Paddy Cotter 
Michael & Patricia Fallon 

Sun 30th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon Charles Fleury 
Josie Lawlor 
Margaret, Patrick & James OôBrien & 
Mary Oakley 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - û3,379 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 30th August - J. Harding 

 
Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 30th August - B. Bolger & G. Cashen 

Sponsors are needed for the Newsletter for the 

months October through to December  

Please note that there is no 7.30am Mass  

during August.  

Sponsored by  
 

Hassetts Crinkill Merchants  

Your prayers are requested for 

the repose of the souls of   

Bro. David Morrissey, Presenta-

tion Brothers, Joan Curley. 

 

A gentle reminder to all the  PAYE parishioners who 
very kindly and generously returned the CHY2 Tax 
Claim form for last year. If you could do so again 
this year it would help the parish and cost nothing to 
yourself. Forms are available from the Parish Office. 
Any new members who wish to join the scheme 
would be very welcome. Once again, this costs the 
participant nothing and is of great benefit to the Par-
ish. 

Birr Vintage Week  
Congratulations to the Vintage Week Festival Com-
mittee on a fine programme of events. Thanks to all 
who took part in church-related activities; whether it was 
Mass last Sunday or the wonderful Flower Festival, it 
was all very much appreciated. 

Share a Prayer 
 
Do you have a prayer or appropriate reflection 
you would like to share? If so, why not drop a 
copy of it into the Parish Office for inclusion in 
the newsletter. 

The Conference Room Library has been enlarged and is 
worth a visit if you would like to pick up a book of spiritual, 
theological, historical or local interest. There is a new sec-
tion featuring the encyclical teachings of Pope John Paul 
II, as well as a biography. A number of books feature local 
history on churches and the area. Some local authors fea-
ture too - pride of place to the 5th class of St Brendan's 
Primary School in 2004-2005 with their publication 'Sums, 
Not Sticks, an anthology of stories' 
Anyone wishing to borrow a book can do so through the 
Parish Office. The full catalogue is available on our web-
site www.stbrendansbirr.ie  You can find details of the full 
parish library, which is held at the Curate's House, on the 
website. 

Please Note - The Parish Office hours will be re-

duced for next week 24th - 28th August (incl). The of-
fice will only be open from 10.30 a.m. - 11.00 a.m. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday. 

Fr. Denis Hartnett from the Mill Hill Missionaries who spoke 
at all Masses last Sunday would like to extend his thanks 
to the people of the parish for their generosity, their faith, 
and their understanding of belonging to a universal church. 
He shall keep you all in his humble prayers. 

Question your priorities often 

Make sure God always comes first 


