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Trocaire Pakistan Flood Appeal
Thank you for your contributions to last Sunday's collection
for the Trocaire Flood Relief Appeal. The amount raised
was €6,219 - all proceeds of the basket collection are be-
ing sent to Trocaire for their work in Pakistan. If you
missed the collection and would like to make a donation,
please put your contribution into an envelope, write
"Trécaire' on the envelope and leave it in to the parish
office or place it in a Sunday basket collection.
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Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Sat 21st 7.30 p.m.
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12 Noon
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Mon 23rd 10.00 a.m.
Tue 24th 10.00 a.m.
Wed 25th 10.00 a.m.
Thu 26th 10.00 a.m.
Fri 27th 10.00 a.m.
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Martin Guilfoyle (MM)
Geraldine Mulrooney
Margaret & Michael Kearns
Michael & Patricia Fallon

Cox, Carter & 06CoH

Tom & Molly Smith & family
Michael Hogan

Jim Reeder
Thomas Loonam
Fred Delaney

Tom & John Shortt & family
Joe, Josephine & Kieran Hartnett
People of the Parish

Martin Byrne & son Austin

Dan Bass & family

Paddy Cotter
James & Margaret Horan
William & Margaret Murdock

Margaret McGlone (MM)
Josie Lawlor

Mar garet,
Mary Oakley

S/ Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the souls of

" Annie Kearns, Willie Spain,
Catherine Delaney, Maureen
Donohue (nee Breen) late of Newbridge St.

can

one another.

Give others the benefit of the doubt. We all
have bad days; we have all made mistakes.
Responding with patience and understanding
defuse a
new every morning. So should ours be with

situati on].

Patrick &

Collection Total for last Sunday - €6,219
Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 29th August -

Geraldine Connaughton

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 29th August - M. Hogan & C. Mulrooney

Sayings of Mother Teresa

Yesterday is gone.
Tomorrow has not yet come.
We have only today.

Let us begin.
families

Little things are indeed little,
but to be faithful in little things is a great thing.

nor

It is not how much we do,

but how much love we put in the doing.
It is not how much we give,

but how much love we put in the giving.

There is a terrible hunger for love.
We all experience that in our lives - the pain, the loneliness.
We must have the courage to recognize it.
The poor you may have right in your own family.
Find them. Love them.

Before you speak, it is necessary for you to listen,
for God speaks in the silence of the heart.

Speak tenderly to them.
Let there be kindness in your face,
in your eyes, in your smile,
in the warmth of your greeting.
Always have a cheerful smile.
Don't only give your care,
but give your heart as well.

If you are humble nothing will touch you,
James Oadthar praise nor disgrace,
because you know what you are.

Do not allow yourselves to be disheartened
by any failure as long as you have done your best.

If we really want to love we must learn how to forgive.

If we pray, we will believe;
If we believe, we will love
If we love, we will serve.

We can do no great things;
only small things with great love.

Only in heaven will we see how much we owe to the poor
for helping us to love God better because of them.

G o Newsletter sponsaers needed.
If you can help please contact any of
the priests or the Parish Office.

Please note that there is no 7.30am Mass during the month
of August.

The ordination of Fr Kieran O'Reilly SMA as Bishop of
Killaloe takes place in the Cathedral of Saints Peter and
Paul on next Sunday, 29 August. It is a special day in the life
of a diocese and please keep Fr Kieran in your prayers. On
our parish website you can read about the coat of arms
which Fr Kieran has chosen. His motto is 'Verbum Tuum
Veritas' which means "Your Word is Truth'. It is taken from
the Gospel of St John (17:17) and is a reflection of our new
bishop's love of scripture. It expresses confidence in the
promise of Jesus Christ for His church.

A special hour of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament
will take place on Friday 27th August, from 8p.m. - 9p.m. in
St. Brendan's Church, Birr to pray for Fr. Kieran and our
whole diocese at this time of celebration.

A PRAYER FOR OUR BISHOP-ELECT

Gracious God,

You sent your only Son amongst us so that we may come to
know you.

Guide Kieran our Bishop, to act justly

to love tenderly and to walk humbly

in your way so that he may make known the message of
Christ, your Son.

May Kieran be a faithful servant, a wise teacher,

preacher of the truth and a gentle shepherd

to guide our Diocese of Killaloe,

so that we may journey together and praise you day by day.
Amen.

Ecumenical Pilgrimage
in honour of
St. Brendan of Birr

Saturday 28th August
Commencing at 2.30pm in the Garden of Tranquility behind
St Brendan's Church, Birr. (Please note that this is weather
permitting - otherwise the pilgrimage will begin in St Bren-
dan's Church). There will be a short ceremony in the Garden
before the pilgrimage moves to the Methodist Church for the
second part of the commemoration. The third part will be at
St Brendan's Church of Ireland and then the pilgrimage will
proceed down Oxmantown Mall, passing the gates of Birr
Castle and finishing at the old St Brendan's Church for the
conclusion of the pilgrimage. All are welcome to take part in
this commemoration of our local saint. We would be de-
lighted to see as many people as possible at the pilgrimage -
it is being held during National Heritage Week.

Have you ever considered becoming a priest or reli-
gious? If you feel that you have a vocation or would like to
discuss and explore the idea of vocation, feel free to contact
on of the local priests or the Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr
Ignatius McCormack, St Flannan's College, Ennis, County
Clare. Visit the vocations website www.vocations.ie

Children’s Liturgy will take place on Sunday 29th August
at 10.30am Mass. Meet at front seat in Church.

Feast Days this Week

Monday 23rd - St. Rose of Lima 1586-1617 - A member of
the Dominican order who lived a reclusive life; she helped the
poor and marginalised in Peru.

also St Eugene (also known as St. Eoghan) Lived in the 6th
century, was taken as hostage to Britain, before returning to
set up a monastery in Wicklow and settling in Tyrone.
Tuesday 24th - St. Bartholomew - His name appears in the
Gospels of Matthew, Mark & Luke, and is known to have
preached the Gospel in India.

Wednesday 25th - St. Louis of France - King of France in the
13th century, he was a very religious and devout man.

also St. Joseph Calasanz 1556-1648 A patron of Catholic
schools as he founded an order which set up free schools
throughout Europe.

Friday 27th - St. Monica - She converted her husband and
son to Christianity through her prayers and tears - her son's
feast day is celebrated on the following day. Patron saint of
mothers.

Saturday 28th - St. Augustine 354-430 Bishop of Hippo and
one of the most influential theologians in the Church, even up
to modern times. His early life was not so pious, but due to
his mother's prayers he converted to Christianity.

Community News

The Montessori Clubhouse will open this September in
Scurragh, Birr. Limited places left so to avail of the free pre-

school year enrol now by calling Arlene on (086)3975444 or

call to our enrolment morning on Saturday August 28th.

Rambles in Eireann -The next outing is on Saturday 4th
September. Meet at 3.30 pm at Leap Castle for a visit

to this Ireland's most haunted castle. There will be an admis-
sion charge of € 5 per adult and € 2 per child.

Details of the annual trip away - this year to Limerick - on
25th and 26th September will be announced soon.

Offaly Domestic Violence Support are also looking for
volunteers to help fundraise and raise awareness of our ser-
vice, so that we can keep this valued service up and running.
If you would like to help Contact Offaly Domestic Violence
Support Service 0579351796

Apostolic Work in Killaloe Diocese - This year sees
the celebration of 55 years of Apostolic Work in the Killaloe
Diocese. A celebratory Mass will be held on the 6th Septem-
ber in the Cathedral, Ennis at 7.30 p.m. Any member who
would like to attend should give their name to Imelda King -
057-9121047 before 30th August.

A Weekend with God’s Creation at Mount Saint Jo-
seph’s Abbey Roscrea with the renowned lecturer and au-
thor, Dr. Feehan — 8 pm on September 11 till noon on Sep-
tember 13. The focus will be Fungi (mushrooms). If inter-
ested, please call 0872367612.

Heritage Week - Birr Town Heritage Walk with local
guides and people with long memories. Meet at Birr Library,
Wilmer Road on Sat. 21st August at 3pm. All are welcome.

Birr Community Nursing Unit - Eucharistic Ministers
are needed for the hospital. Can you spare 1 hour every 5
weeks? Also volunteers needed on Thursdays from 2.30 p.m.
To 3.15 p.m. (one in every six weeks) to recite rosary and
prayers with patients in the oratory at the hospital. Your help
would be very much appreciated. Please leave your name
and number at the Parish Office.




