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Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sat 23rd 7.30 p.m.  Jim & Molly Brien
Quinn family
Sarah & William Russell
Sun 24th 8.30 a.m. Maureen Maher
10.30 a.m. Daniel & Bridget Hogan
Michael Shortall & Mons. John Shortall
Patrick & Margaret O'Meara
12 Noon Sean, John & Brigid Horan
Seamus Mulrooney
Josephine & Patrick Kelly &
Pat O'Malley
Carrig 9.30 a.m.  Patricia Harding
Mon 25th  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Tue 26th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Wed 27th  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Jack & Mary Lee
Helen Coughlan
Thu 28th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish
10.00 a.m.
Fri 29th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Sat 30th 10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m. May & Brendan Dwane
Jack & Lily Campbell
Mick & Ann Scully & daughter Nancy
Sun 31st 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Sarah Nugent (MM)
Mary-Jo & Con Garty
Teresa Scannall & Margaret Mulhern
12 Noon Leon Maoloney-Coughlan
Sean & Francis Hogan
Joe Dooley
Carrig 9.30 a.m. Tim & Phoebe Turner

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the souls of Rita Scully,
Paddy Horan, brother of late Ellen
Mellsop, Breda Lonnergan, sister of
Donal OdBri en, Vincent H'

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday -0 2, 7

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 31st January -
Donna O’Brien

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 31st January - J. Kirwan & R. Scully

If you are planning to marry in the Catholic Church, you

should contact any of the local priests who are best to ad-
vise you on what you need to do. In the Diocese of Killaloe
you must attend a marriage preparation course that is offi-
cially recognised and at present only ACCORD, 1850 58
5000 or www.accord.ie or the courses offered by Esker
Monastery, 091 844549 are acceptable in the Diocese. Al-
low yourself at least six months for preparations before your
preferred date for Marriage.

All You Nations
All you nations
Sing out your joy to the Lord;
Alleluia, alleluia.

Joyfully, shout, all you on earth,
Give praise to the glory of God;
And with a hymn
Sing out his glorious praise; alleluia!

Lift up your hearts, sing to your God:
Tremendous his deeds on the earth!
Vanquished your foes,

Struck down by power and might; alleluia!

Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace
Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred let me bring your love.
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord
And where there's doubt, true faith in you.

Oh, Master grant that | may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of your peace
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope
Where there is darkness, only light
And where there's sadness, ever joy.

Make me a channel of your peace
Itis in pardoning that we are pardoned
In giving to all men that we receive
And in dying that we're born to eternal life.

The Priests Collection will be taken up at all masses this
Sunday. As always your generosity is very much appreci-
ated.

From Fr Peter Muldowney with regard to the donation of
43,000 from the Christmas N
'On behalf of the charity Kilimanjaro Direct, which is based
in Kilkenny and registered in Ireland, | wish to thank very
sincerely the people of the parish for this very generous
donation which will go towards the building of a Primary
School in Kilimanjaro, Tanzania. | visited Kilimanjaro in Oc-
tober and work on the thirteen classroom school is in pro-
gress. If you wish to stay involved in the charity you may do
so by joining the building blitz at the end of October 2010,
making further donations at any time, organising a fund-
raising event and especially keeping the project in your
prayers. You can keep up to date by visiting the website
www.kilimanjarodirect.org'

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Catholic Schools Week is celebrated from 31 January to 6
February; the theme of this year's celebration is 'Catholic
Schools - A Light for Every Generation'. Schools in the parish
will be marking the week in their own way. We thank all in our
school ommunitiuesefct)r tsheir hard work and we keep them in

ou rsprayer .

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity concludes on Monday
25 January. Together with the Church of Ireland and Method-
ist communities, a vigil of prayer has been held in St Bren-
dan's Church of Ireland this weekend. It will conclude with
evening prayer on this Sunday evening at 5.30pm.
The theme of this year's week has been 'You are witnesses
of these things', taken from St Luke's Gospel. Our witness to
the gospel will be more faithful if we witness together.

God of hope, share your vision of the one church with us,

and overcome our doubts.
Increase our faith in our presence,
that all who believe in you may worship
together in spirit and in truth.

Haiti Earthquake Relief Appeal - a collection will be
held at the end of all Masses this weekend and all contribu-
tions will go directly to this appeal. We know that many are
under financial pressure and this collection is provided for

those who wanted to make a contribution and have other-
wise been unable to do so. The proceeds of this collection
will be shared proportionately between Trocaire, Concern
and Goal. Thank you for your help.

Children’s Liturgy will take place on the last Sunday of each
Month at the 10.30 a.m. All children from Junior Infants
through to Second Class are most welcome. If any parent
would like to get involved with the group you are invited to
meet in the Conference Room at the back of the church on
Sunday 31st.

Feast Days this Week

Monday 25th - The Conversion of St. Paul - Marking his con-
version to a fearless disciple

Tuesday 26th - Sts Timothy and Titus - Companions of Paul
who were close to him and carried on his work.

Wednesday 27th - St Angela Merici Founder of the Ursuline
sisters and worked hard in educating people.

Thursday 28th - St. Thomas Aquinas - Lived in the 13th
century, one of the greatest theologians of the Church, his
teachings form the basis of much of our theological principles
to this day.

Saturday 30th - St. Aidan A native of Cavan, he founded a
monastery in Ferns

Pope's Intentions for January

General: That young people may learn to use modern means
of social communication for their personal growth and to bet-
ter prepare themselves to serve society.

Mission: That every believer in Christ may be conscious that
unity among all Christians is a condition for more effective
proclamation of the Gospel.

Community News

Official Launch of Carrig, Riverstown, Killeen Community

Eucharistic Ministry and Ministry of the Word (Readers) -
Anyone wishing to become involved are asked to contact one
of the priests or the Parish Office.

Alert will be held on Wednesday 27th at 7.30 p.m. in Carrig
Hall.

Birr Comhaltas Set Dancing Classes have resumed
on Thursdays in the Marian Hall at 8.30 p.m. Céad mile failte.

Monster Auction on Sunday 24 January at 2pm in the
Parish Hall, Clareen. Lots of timber, turf, feedstuff, etc. Side
shows - Wheel of Fortune and others. Something for every-
body. Come along and have a time of fun while you replenish
your Winter supplies.

Spring Art Classes - Sketching and arts & crafts for chil-
dren at 2pm, 3.30pm and 5pm, Pencil Sketching for adults at
11am, starting on Saturday, 30th January, for 8 weeks in
Bramble Art Studio, Lorrha. Call 087-9151356 for more de-
tails

Banagher Drama Group will perform Moonshine by Jim
Nolan, in Birr Theatre on Saturday, 30th of January at
8.00p.m. Tickets available from Theatre Box Office on
9122893. A wonderful, funny play not to be missed.

| oveisnotan option;

R dssaneobligation

ctor,

We welcome the boys and girls from Crinkill and Mercy Pri-
mary Schools who will be making their First Confession and
First Holy Communion this year and are patrticipating in the
7.30pm & 10.30am Masses. Please keep them, their families
and teachers as well as all others who are celebrating these
Sacraments in your prayer.
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Ramblers in Eireann Sunday 7" February - Day trip visit-
ing Guinness Brewery and Glasnevin Cemetery in Dublin.
Includes guided tours at both venues. Cost €38 each in-
cludes all guided tours and travel. All welcome. To book con-
tact Sinead on 086-0548143 after 6pm.

Friends of Children of Chernobyl are holding a Table
Quiz in Noonan’s, Ballingary on Friday 29th January at 9.00
p-m. All welcome.

Birr Active Retirement Group - next meeting on Thurs-
day 28th January at 7.30 p.m. in the Resource Centre, Londis
Car Park. All welcome.

Leaving Certificate French Oral classes starting in
February. Contact Marie on 9121202 after 6p.m. or text your
name + Oral to 087-4154983




