
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is Vocations Sunday - an opportunity to reflect on our 
vocation in life, what is God calling me to do? Perhaps you 
may feel a call to service of God's Word and God's people, as 
a religious or priest. If you would like to talk with someone 
about vocations to religious life or priesthood, feel free to con-
tact one of the local priests, the diocesan vocations director 
Fr Ignatius McCormack (086 2777139 or ignaid@hotmail.com 
or visit the Irish vocations website www.vocations.ie    
Please pray for all our students for priesthood or religious 
who are in seminary or novitiate at this time.  
"A vocation is the life God calls us to live, and Priesthood is 
one of God's unique gifts to the world.  I invite parents to en-
courage such generosity. I ask all of you to pray that more will 
respond to God’s call‖.(Bishop Willie Walsh, Bishop of 
Killaloe) 
 

Strengthen Me  
Loving God, in Baptism, You ask me to act justly, love ten-

derly and walk humbly with You.  
Help me to know how to bring justice and love to world that is 

desperately in need of You and Your values. 
Strengthen me with the courage and generosity  

to respond to Your invitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for your very generous contributions to the Trócaire 
Lenten campaign. There are still some boxes and envelopes 
being returned, and as soon as is possible we will give you 
our final tally for the amount raised this Lent.  
 

Please keep in your prayers all who are preparing for the 
Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Communion 
which will be celebrated in our parish during the month of 
May. Please also pray for their families and teachers at this 
time.  
First Holy Communion 
Sat 15th May - 10.30 a.m. - St. Brendans PS, Killeen NS &  
                                            Oxmantown School 
Sun 16th May - 11.00 a.m. Carrig N.S. 
Sat 22nd May - 11.00 a.m. - Mercy PS & Crinkill NS 
  

Confirmation 
Sat 8th May 11.00 a.m. - All schools 
 

 If you borrowed a pyx to bring Holy Communion to the sick 
and are no longer using it, please return it to the sacristy - 
thank you. 
 

Birr Apostolic Workers will hold their annual display and 
raffle in the Conference Room at the rear of the church on 
Saturday 1st & Sunday 2nd May after all Masses and from 2 
p.m.—5 p.m. On Sunday. Everyone is very welcome. 
 

Prayer for Vocations 
Lord, make us generous people 

More considerate towards others, 
More honest with ourselves, 

More faithful to you. 
 

Help us all to find our true vocation in life, 
So that through it we may find happiness ourselves 

And bring happiness to others. 
 

Lord grant those whom you call to  
The priesthood or religious life 

The generosity to answer your call 
So that those who seek your help 

May always find it. Amen 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

St. Thérese National Day - Monday 3rd May 2010 (Public 
Holiday) in the Basilica of our Lady, Knock Shrine, Co. Mayo. 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Tuesday 27th -  St. Asicus—A companion of St Patrick, he 
was particularly skilled in metalwork. He is believed to have 
settled at the church in Elphin. 
Wednesday 28th - St. Peter Chanel—A French priest in the 
19th century, he was the first martyr of the church in Oceania; 
having baptised the chief's son, he was then killed. 
also St Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort (1673-1716) A great 
promoter of the rosary, and a priest who gave great care to 
the sick and poor. 
Thursday 29th—St Catherine of Siena  Lived in the 14th 
century, she helped to bring about the return of the Pope 
from France to Rome, worked a great deal for peace and was 
known as a mystic and reformer of religious life. 
Saturday 1st May - St Joseph the Worker  His devotion to 
following the will of God has led St Joseph to become known 
as the 'Just man' 
 

Prayer for a new bishop 

"Let us pray for a new Bishop - Eternal God, shepherd and 
guide, in your mercy give your Church in the diocese of 
Killaloe, a shepherd after your own heart, who will walk in 
your ways, and with loving care watch over your people. Give 
us a leader of vision and a teacher of your truth. So may your 
Church be built up and your name glorified, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen." 
 

Community News 
 

Birr Active Retirement—next meeting on Thursday 29th 

April in the Resource Centre at 7.30 p.m. To arrange trip to 
Kilkenny & Mullingar. All members are requested to attend. 
New members welcome. 
 

Alzheimer’s Tea Day Party will be held on Thursday 6th 

May between 10a.m. and 3p.m. in the Regional Office on 
John’s Place, Birr. All are very welcome and all proceeds will 
go to the Alzheimer Society. 
 

Coffee Day, in aid of Down Syndrome Offaly.  Thursday 

29th April, 2010.  10am to 9pm.  Hosted at Finn’s Showroom, 
Killeigh, Tullamore (057 9344282) e-mail 
finnkitchens@gmail.com.  Your support would be greatly ap-
preciated. 
 

Hard of Hearing Support Group—Meeting on Wednes-

day 28th April from 2:30 – 4:30pm at the DeafHear Resource 
Centre, Church Street, Tullamore. Guest speaker from the 
Irish Hard of Hearing Association Cost €5 Per Person 
All welcome 
 

Riverstown Tidy Towns—Weekly clean up commencing 

on Monday 26th April at  7.00pm. Please meet outside 
Gleesons. All are welcome. 
 

Loving Our Out Kids is an Irish Support Website for par-

ents of gay (LGBT) children  -  www.lovingouroutkids.org.  If 
you would like to talk to someone in confidence, contact 
―Parent Support‖ on  087-2537699. 
 

HSE Suicide Prevention Service will present a Safe 

TALK programme on Tuesday 27th April at 7.00 p.m. in the 
Resource Centre, Londis Car Park. This is a 3 hour pro-
gramme attempts to teach suicide alertness and awareness 
and gives information on supports and resources available for 
people contemplating suicide. Places are limited and you 
must register. Call Mary on 057-9121912 for more details. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please Sing With Us 
 

Regina caeli 
Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia.  

Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia.  
Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia.  
Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia. 

 

The Lord is My Shepherd 
The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; 

He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me 

The quiet waters by. 
My soul He doth restore again, 

And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 

E’en for His own name’s sake. 

 
Christ is Alive 

Christ is alive, with joy we sing; 
We celebrate our risen Lord, 

Praising the glory of his name. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Hail Redeemer, King Divine 

 

Hail Redeemer, King Divine, 
Priest and Lamb the throne is thine 
King whose reign shall never cease 

Prince of everlasting peace. 
 

Angels, saints and nations sing, 
Praise be Jesus Christ our King 
Lord of life, earth, sky and sea, 

King of Love on Calvary  

Sat 24th 7.30 p.m. Mark Shortt (MM) 
Dilly McAteer (1st Ann) 
Ger Dunne, Gregory Keighery 
Michael & Margaret Pardy &  
son Michael 

Sun 25th 8.30 a.m. Shaw family 

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon Michael & Monica Connery 
Eric Byrne, Arthur Kelly 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Brendan & Sarah O’Brien 

Mon 26th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Tue 27th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Wed 28th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Josephine O’Connor & Tierney family 

Thu 29th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Patrick Kiely 

Fri 30th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 1st 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Billy Watson, Derek Maher 
Mary Bridget & Danny Egan 

Sun 2nd 8.30 a.m. Patrick & Aileen O’Gorman & Peg Scully 
& family 
Dolores Clarke 

 10.30 a.m. Stan Hayes (1st Ann) 
Joe Kennedy  
Johnny Carroll, Jack Carry 

 12 Noon Joe Kennedy (MM) 
Annie Harte (1st Ann) 
Jack & Sadie McKenna 
Maisie Finnerty 
Joe & Delia Barry 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - €2,445 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 2nd May -  

                            Dermot Sullivan 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 2nd May - D. Naughton & E. Dolphin-Murray 

If you are planning to marry in the Diocese of Killaloe, 
please note that you are required to attend a marriage 
preparation course organised by ACCORD or at Esker Mon-
astery outside Athenry.  
Contact one of the local priests for further information and 
other details of what you need to do in preparing for mar-
riage  

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the souls of   

Chelsea Kennedy, Gertie Sheridan, 

sister of Rose Coughlan, Archdea-

con Donald Keegan, former rector of Birr 

Sponsored  
  

Anonymously 

Education Fund Collection—This weekend is the an-

nual collection for the Education Fund for the diocese. This 
fund is used for the ongoing formation of priests and on the 
education and training of lay people for various ministries in 
the church. Please be as generous as you can afford at this 
time. Your support is greatly appreciated. 


