
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lourdes Sick Pilgrim Appeal 
The annual collection to help support and finance sick and 
seriously ill pilgrims on this years Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes will be taken up at all Masses next weekend, 31st 
July/1st Aug. Your generosity to this appeal will enable sick 
people to experience peace and blessings at the Grotto of 
Lourdes. We suggest that you contribute a little extra in the 
basket. A very sincere thanks. 
 

Eucharistic Adorers are needed. If you have an hour or 

even half an hour spare and would like to spend it in the 
company of our Lord please give your name in to the Parish 
Office. 
 

Ordination of Fr. Kieran O'Reilly as Bishop of Killaloe 
– 29th August 2010 
650 Invitations have been allocated to parishioners across 
the diocese for this joyous occasion. The most  recent popu-
lation figures supplied by the parishes to the Diocesan Office 
were used to allocated the invitations pro-rata to each parish. 
Our parish has been allocated  24 invitations in the first allo-
cation. We invite people who are interested in attending to 
submit their names to the Parish Office as soon as possible 
and not later than Monday 2nd August. The invitations  will 
be allocated in a draw in as transparent a fashion as possi-
ble. 

Prayer for our new Bishop 
Eternal God, shepherd and guide, 

In Your mercy You have given Your Church   
in our diocese of Killaloe,  

Kieran, 
A shepherd after your own heart. 

May he walk in Your ways,  
and with loving care watch over Your people. 

Make him a leader of vision  
and a teacher of your truth, 

so that your church may be built up  
and Your name glorified; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

If you have access to the internet, you can follow church ser-
vices from a number of different churches and monasteries 
on www.churchservices.tv   Mass, morning & evening 
prayer and other services are broadcast every day and there 
is a timetable of broadcasts on the site. The broadcasts 
come from the Augustinians in Cork, Redemptorists in Limer-
ick and Clonard, Redemptoristine Nuns in Dublin, 
Mount Argus in Dublin, Cork Cathedral & Portlaoise Parish. 
 

Céad Míle Fáilte - welcome to all who are visiting the local-

ity at this time, whether you are home for a period or just 
passing through. You are all very welcome and we hope that 
your stay will be pleasant and safe. Don't forget that you can 
keep up with all that is happening in our parish by visiting our 
parish website www.stbrendansbirr.ie  This is a great source 
of information about the parish, liturgies, booking weddings, 
baptisms etc.  
 

Too busy to pray or too much time on your hands? 
Visit www.sacredspace.ie for a ten minute guided daily 
prayer. It is a website that is run by the Irish Province of the 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and is inspired by the spirituality of 
Ignatius of Loyola. The meditation is fully guided and is avail-
able in many languages including Irish.  
 

The Children's Liturgy will take place during the 10.30am 
Mass this weekend. All are welcome to join this fully super-
vised group; join with the children in the front row of St Bren-
dan's Church just before Mass begins, or just join them from 
your place around the church. Any visitors to the parish 
would  be very welcome to take part in the liturgy.  

Fáilte - Bienvenue-Wilkomen-Benvenuto-
Bienvenido-Witajcie-Bemvindo-Welkom-Velkomin
-Vitejte-Croeso-Valkommem-Tervetuloa-Welcome 

 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
Killaloe Diocesan Night Vigil to Knock Shrine on Friday 
August 6th 2010.  Ceremonies begin at 9 p.m. 
 

4th National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at The 
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, on Sunday, September 12th 
2010.   
 

 

Feast Days this Week 
Monday 26th -  Saints Joachim & Anne - Tradition gives us 
these names as parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Thursday 29th - St. Martha - Sister of Lazarus and Mary, a 
woman who made the profession of faith in Jesus as the Son 
of God and the Resurrection. 
Friday 30th - St. Peter Chrysologus -The name 'Chrysologus' 
means 'golden-mouthed' and refers to the gift of preaching for 
which this 5th century saint was famous. 
Saturday 31st - St. Ignatius of Loyola - 1491-1556  Founded 
the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). He was a soldier who con-
verted and his spiritual exercises formed the rule for mem-
bers of the Society and others who have followed the rule of 
Ignatius.  
 

 Community News 
 

Congratulations to Carrig/Riverstown GAA on the official 

opening of their club grounds last weekend. Well done to all 
involved; Beir Bua! 
 

Birr Settled and Travellers People group - next 

meeting will be held in the Methodist Church, Emmet St, on 
Thursday 29th July at 8.00 p.m. All are welcome. 
 

Killaloe Diocesan Autumn Pilgrimage to Lourdes - 

Bishop elect Mgr. Kieran O’Reilly will lead the Autumn Pil-
grimage from the diocese to Lourdes on Monday 27th Sep-
tember to Saturday 2nd October. Direct from Shannon Airport 
the cost is €660. Booking forms are available from Joe Walsh 
Tours, Dublin on 01-6789926 or contact Fr. Tom Ryan, SS 
John & Paul Presbytery, Shannon, Co. Clare. 
 

Birr Active Retirement Group - next outing takes place 

on Thursday 29th July at 3.00 p.m. in The Thatch, Crinkill, for 
a meal and lots of entertainment. Please contact Mary as 
soon as possible on 086-1075941. Next meeting will take 
place in September.  
 

Birr Historical Society - outing to Banagher  and Shan-

non Harbour on Sat 31st July. Led by James Scully. Meet on 
the Galway side of Banagher bridge at the Pitch and Putt at 
2pm. For further enquiries and to organise lifts or a bus 
phone Anne on 057-9121215  or  086-3051697 asap. 
 

Playdays Playschool, Emmet Street. Pre-school places 

available from 1st Sept. 2010 - June 2011. Contact Martina 
Dooley on 086-4057182 or Anne Kelly on 086-1954743 
 

Montessori pre-school opening in September in Birr, offer-

ing a sessional service for 3-6yr olds.  Further information 
contact Teresa @ 0863975444 
 

Birr Outdoor Education Centre - Adventure Summer 

Camps, August 2nd-6th (11-15 yrs), August 13th-20th Open 
Days (8-80 years) For more information call 057-9120029 
 

Youth 2000 Summer Festival, Clonmacnois, Thursday 

12th - Sunday 15th August 2010. For young people age 16-
35, Free buses available from around the country. For more 
info call 086-3025442 check our website: www.youth2000.ie. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reflection 

The priest is as human as the parishioners. So it is to 
be expected that he will make the odd mistake. Some-
one has written rather wittily about this:  
If his homily is a few minutes longer than usual, 'he 
sends us to sleep'; if it's short, 'he hasn't bothered.' 
If he raises his voice, 'he's shouting'; if he speaks nor-
mally, 'you can't hear a thing.' 
If he's away, 'he's always on the road'; if he stays at 
home, 'he's a stick-in-the-mud.' 
If he's out visiting, 'he's never at home'; if he's in the 
presbytery, 'he never visits anyone.' 
If he talks about finance, 'he's too fond of money'; if he 
doesn't, 'no one knows what he's up to.' 
If he organises functions, 'he wears everybody out'; 
if he doesn't, 'the parish is dead.' 
If he starts Mass on time, 'his watch is fast'; if he starts 
a minute late, 'he holds everyone up.' 
If he is young, 'he lacks experience'; if he is old, 'he 
ought to retire.' 
And when he dies, 'well of course, no one could ever 
take his place!'.   
 
If you intend getting married in the diocese of Killaloe you 

are obliged to attend a Marriage Preparation Course that is 
run by ACCORD or the Esker Community. No other courses 
are presently acceptable in the diocese. You can contact AC-
CORD at 1850 58 5000 or www.accord.ie for more details of 
their courses. Esker Community can be contacted at 091 
844549. Please contact one of the local priests who will help 
you with the necessary paperwork and other requirements for 
your wedding. You need to give six months notice to the 
church when booking your wedding. This will give you ade-
quate time to deal with the church and civil paperwork.  
  

 

 
 

Sat 24th 7.30 p.m. Eddie Dooley (MM) 
James Ryan 
Margaret & Elizabeth Lawlor 
Martin & Catherine Lawlor & family 

Sun 25th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon Stephen Tierney (MM) 
Philomena Clavin (1st Ann) & husband 
Michael 
Mary & Michael Cleary 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. McCormick family 

Mon 26th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m.  

Tue 27th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Michael & Margaret O’Brien 

Wed 28th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Raymond Hoare 

Thu 29th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Geraldine & Natalie Corboy 

Fri 30th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 31st 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Kate Cooke-Pardy & Pardy family 
Alan Brennan 

Sun 1st 8.30 a.m. John Davis 

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon Dolly King 
Kathleen & Sally Scully 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Hoare & O’Brien families 

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                       Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,215 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 1st August -  

                            Noel Houlihan 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 1st August - E. Nolan, B. King & J. Wheafer 

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the souls of 

Martin Guilfoyle, David Mullen 

(Clonaslee & County Arms Hotel), 

James Gleeson, brother of Sr. Alice,  

Martin Parsons, brother of Brendan (Birr 

Castle). 

Sponsored  
  

Anonymously 

Newsletter sponsors needed. 
If you can help please contact any of 

the priests or the Parish Office. 


