
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting Married in 2010? Arrangement can be made with 
any of the priests. Further details can be got from the Parish 
Office. 
 

The diocese of Killaloe requires that you and your partner 
attend a marriage preparation course organised by ACCORD. 
Contact 1850 58 5000 for details of courses in Roscrea and 
Nenagh, or visit www.acccord.ie for details of courses around 
the country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Communion Mass and Prayer Book is available from 
the Parish Office. €4. 

 

Community News 
 

Birr Travellers & Settled Peoples Group - next meet-

ing at the Methodist Hall on Thursday 29th October at 8.00 
p.m. All are welcome. 
 

West & South Offaly HOMEFIX, minor house repair 

service for the elderly. If you are a homeowner, we can help 
you with small repair and maintenance jobs in and around 
your home for a nominal charge. For further information, con-
tact Tadgh @ 0579151622 
 

Ramblers in Eirinn - Sunday, 1st November 2009. Meet 

2:00 pm at Eglish RC Church for tree planting ceremony fol-
lowed by walk to Old Eglish cemetery for a talk on some of 
the local families and on interesting headstones. All welcome. 
Table quiz will be held in Enroute, Fivealley on Fri. 27th Nov. 
 

Male, over 50 and living in the Crinkill area? Go for 

Life/Offaly Sports Partnership are looking for men over 50 to 
participate in Men's Pitching and Boccia. If you are interested 
contact Marguerite on 086-3339311. 
 

Forum on End of Life in Ireland is running a free public 

meeting to find out what the general public think about issues 
surrounding death and dying.  This will take place at The 
Bridge House Hotel, Tullamore on Wed. Oct. 28 at 6.30 pm. 
 

Children of Chernobyl Group would like to thank all who 

supported and sponsored their table quiz, raffle and auction 
last weekend. 
 

Carrig/Riverstown Foroige (for Teenagers) Club - 

registration night will be held in Carrig Community Centre on 
Monday 2nd November at 8.00 p.m. parent/Guardian must be 
present on night. Fee €15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Blessing of Graves will take place in Clonoghill Cemetery on 
Sunday 1st November at 3.00 p.m. starting in the new ceme-
tery. The blessing of graves in Carrig will take place on the 
same day after the 9.30 a.m. Mass. 
 

Feast Days this Week 
 

Tuesday 27th - St. Otteran A 6th century monk who is usu-
ally identified with St Odhran and who lived in Iona before St 
Columbanus. He is patron of the diocese of Waterford; a 
choice originally made by the Vikings. 
Wednesday 28th - Ss Simon & Jude - Jude or Thaddaeus, 
was told by Jesus that the Holy Spirit would be sent to teach 
the Apostles all things. Believed to have died in the city of 
Suanir in Persia, along with Simon when they drove devils 
out of the pagan temple. Simon was known as the 'Zealot' 
due to his passion for the Law of Moses. 
Thursday 29th - St. Colman from Kilmacduagh in County 
Clare, lived in the 7th century. He founded churches on the 
Aran Islands and in his native place.  
Saturday 31st - Blessed Dominic Collins, a Cork man who 

after military service joined the Jesuits and was martyred in 

1602 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sat 24th 7.30 p.m. Elsie Pardy (1st Ann), Bracken family 
Willie & Josie Milne, son Des and 
daughter Ann Sullivan 

Sun 35th 8.30 a.m. Paddy Frawley, O’Brien family 

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon Michael Hogan 
Patrick & Annie Hayes 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Patrick O’Brien 

Mon 26th 10.00 a.m. Patrick Walsh 

Tue 27th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m. Teresa & Paddy Coughlan 
Kieran Bannon 

Wed 28th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Thu 29th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 30th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Joseph & Thomas Kavanagh 

Sat 31st 10.00 a.m. Tommy Hutchinson, Fono Dodd & 
Barney McGinley 

 7.30 p.m. Margaret & Vincent Daly & daughter 
Josephine & husband John 
Bernard McDonagh,  
Geraldine Mulrooney 

Sun 1st 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Christy Parkinson (1st Ann) 

 12 Noon Kevin Delaney (M.M.) 
Sheila & Danny Daly, Marian Nevin 
John & Margaret Smyth 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Maureen Hoare (1st Ann) 
Byrne family 

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahir—057-9120097 

Fr. David Carroll—057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddan—057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbert—057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - û0 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 1st November -  

                           Donna O’Brien 
 

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 1st November - M. Breen & O. Nolan 

Sponsored by  
 

Birr Stage Guild  

A gentle reminder to all the  PAYE parishioners who very 
kindly and generously returned the CHY2 Tax Claim form 
for last year. If you could do so again this year it would 
help the parish and cost nothing to yourself. Forms are 
available from the Parish Office. Any new members who 
wish to join the scheme would be very welcome. Once 
again, this costs the participant nothing and is of great 
benefit to the Parish. We are asking taxpayers who have 
contributed at least €250 to Parish Funds (weekly collec-
tion, Priests Collections, etc) during 2008 to consider ena-
bling us to claim this relief. 

'Lord that I may see! Seeking a vision for our 

day' is the theme of the Birr Novena which will run from 

Monday 23 November to Tuesday 1 December;  

session times and more details are available now on 
www.stbrendansbirr.ie and all homes in the parish will be 
circulated with these details. The Novena, which is nine 
days of prayer, is in honour of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
It will be conducted by the Redemptorist Fathers led by Fr 
Tadhg Herbert.  
 
During the nine days of the novena, we will reflect on what 
it means to see our world with Jesus' eyes. There have 
been tremendous changes in our country and world in 
recent times. How should we as Christians respond to 
these changes? During the week there will also be a spe-
cial session for the anointing of the sick and a special ses-
sion for blessing of babies.  
 
Please note that during the Novena, there will be re-
stricted parking conditions in the grounds of St. Bren-
dan's Church. Further details will be announced closer to 
the beginning of the Novena.  

As part of the continuing preparation programme for 
these Sacraments, we will be welcoming boys and girls 
and their parents who will be participating at the 7.30pm 
and 10.30am Mass in Birr and on a regular basis in Carrig. 
We would ask all co-ordinators to ensure that they collect 
the rota, readings and prayer of the faithful on the Monday 
prior to their participation.  

Donôt Forget.  
The clocks go back one hour  

this weekend. 

Your prayers are requested for 

the repose of the souls of   

John Joe Connolly, late of Crinkill 

who died in England,  

John OõBrien, father of Pat 

Grogan, Con Heffernan, father of Elaine 

Watkins & Margaret Heffernan,  

Terry Clarke, sister of Gerry Sammon. 

Mission Sunday  
Sincere thanks has been extended to the 
parish from the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Faith for our generous contribu-
tion to last week's Mission Sunday collec-
tion. The total raised €5,093 will change 
the lives of many in mission lands and will enable the con-
tinued work of missionaries worldwide. We are asked to 
continue praying for our missionary brothers and sisters as 
our spiritual support can provide great comfort particularly 
in difficult times. 

Share a Prayer 
A Prayer at Bedtime 

 
When I decide to go to bed 

I thank the Lord for the day I had 
I say my prayers I do not fear 
I know my Guardian Angelõs near 

Mathew, Mark Luke and John 
God bless the bed that I lie on 

And if I die before I wake 
I give my soul to God to take 
If evil spirits there may be 

Oh Sweet Saviour please save me. 
 

Do you have prayer or appropriate reflection you would 
like to share? If so why not drop a copy of it into the 
Parish Office for inclusion in the newsletter.  

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Eucharistic Ministers who bring Holy Communion to the 
sick and housebound are requested to leave their pyx on 
the altar before Mass rather than ask the Eucharistic Min-
ister who is distributing Holy Communion to place a Host 
in the pyx. You may also call to the sacristy after Mass to 
request Holy Communion for the sick. Thank you. 
 

Eucharistic Ministers are needed for the 7.30 p.m. Mass 
during the Birr Novena. If you can help please contact the 
Parish Office. Thanks. 
 

Also volunteers are needed to bring Holy Communion to 
the patients in Birr Community Nursing Unit on Sunday 
mornings. There is a rota and you will only be called on 
once every 5 weeks. If you can help please contact the 
Parish Office. Thanks. 

The November Holy Souls envelopes will be distributed 
next week. 
 

Distributors are kindly requested to collect their envelopes 
from the rear of the altar. Thank you. 

The Parish Office will be closed all next week. 

It will re-open on Monday November 2nd. 

Please note : There is no 7.30 a.m. Mass on Monday 26th. 


