
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pope Benedict XVI has declared a 'Year of the Priest' run-
ning from June 2009 - June 2010. He hopes that it will bring 
about spiritual perfection in priests. Pope Benedict XVI be-
lieves that this spiritual perfection is necessary  as the centre 
of priestly ministry. It will also be an occasion for priests to 
focus on their mission in life. He has also declared that St 
John Vianney is the patron saint of all priests. St John Vian-
ney, also known as Curé d'Ars, a village in France where he 
was parish priest and renowned for his holiness and dedica-
tion in his service of the people. 
 
The Children's Liturgy will return in September and will run 
at the 10.30 a.m. Mass on the following Sundays, 27th Sep-
tember, 25th October, 22nd November, 6th, 13th, 20th, 25th 
and 27th of December . If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact the priest on duty or leave your name into the 
Parish Office.  
 

Please Note : Anyone wishing to leave printed material in the 
Church is asked to contact the Priest on duty beforehand. 
Unsolicited material is removed for recycling. If you have a 
poster for the church noticeboards please leave it in the 
Parish Office. Do not place it on the noticeboards as they be-
come cluttered with posters placed over notices already in 
place. Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

 

Community News 
 
 

Birr Apostolic Works Society will hold their annual 

church collection on Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd August in 
aid of the missions. Your usual generous support will be 
gratefully appreciated. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration - Adorers urgently required for 

Sundays 2pm-3pm and 3pm-4pm. Otherwise it will have to 
close on Sundays. If you can help please contact the parish 
office. 
 

Clomacnois Youth Festival - 13th - 16th August. 

Checkout www.youth2000.ie for more details. 
 

Gamcare Ireland is an organisation which supports those 

affected by problem gambling. Help-Line 1800 246 139 is 
available to talk to a trained advisor for counselling support, 
information and advice 8.00 a.m. to midnight seven days a 
week. 
 

Drugs/HIV Helpline - Freephone 1800 459 459 
 

The Irish Hospice Foundation has produced a  new 

expanded and updated series of 12 short, simple information 
leaflets, covering different circumstances of grief, aimed at 
bereaved persons and those who support them. Contact HSE 
Central Office Arden Rd Tullamore on 085 1072678 or Email 
mariac.costello@hse.ie for more details. 
 

Lourdes Diocesan Autumn Pilgrimage will leave 

Shannon Airport on Tuesday September 22nd and return on 
Sunday 27th. Cost €660. Booking forms may be obtained 
from Joe Walsh Tours, 143 Lwr. Baggot St., Dublin 2. Tel. 01-
2410810. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

September 13th - National Grandparents Pilgrimage to 
Knock. This years pilgrimage will see the launching of the 
National Grandparents Association which has been formed to 
set up parish groups for grandparents around the country to 
better enable them to pass on the faith. 
 

November 23rd - December 1st 2009 - A Solemn Novena 
will take place in Birr from Monday 23 November to Tuesday 
1 December 2009. Its theme will be ‘Lord that I may see! 
Seeking a vision for our day'. A team from the Redemptorist 
Fathers will conduct the Novena and in the coming months 
we will be highlighting the various events that will take place 
during the Novena. So, put it in your diary today! 
 
 

Feast Days  this Week 
Wednesday 29th - St. Martha sister of Lazarus & Mary, a 
woman who made her profession of faith in Christ as the Son 
of God and in the Resurrection. 
Thursday 30th - St. Peter Chrysologus, died around the year 
450 when Bishop of Ravenna, Italy. He was known as a great 
preacher. 
Friday 31st - St. Ignatius of Loyola Lived from 1491 -1556, 
founder of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). His conversion ex-
perience became the source of the Ignatian Spiri-
tual Exercises, which are still very much in use today. His 
main focus in life was service of God and the glory of God 
Saturday 1st August - St Alphonsus Liguori  1696-1787 He 
founded the Redemptorist Congregation; he was a great 
teacher of theology and also a great preacher. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m.  

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sat 25th 7.30 p.m. James & Elizabeth Kelly 
Frank Reilly 
William & Margaret Guilfoyle & Kieran 
Hourigan 

Sun 26th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon Gerry Ryan (MM) 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. McCormack family 
Martha Hayes 
Bernie Larkin (1st Ann) & Raymond 

Mon 27th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Michael & Margaret O’Brien 

Tue 28th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m. Sophie Hutchinson (MM) 
Patrick Delaney 

Wed 29th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Geraldine & Natalie Corboy 

Thu 30th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 31st 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Sat 1st 10.00 a.m. Ann & James Callaghan 

 7.30 p.m. Peter McEvoy (MM) 
Billy & Joan Grimes 
Patricia Parsons 
William & Margaret Murdock 

Sun 2nd 8.30 a.m. John Davis (1st Ann) 
Paul Kealey 

 10.30 a.m. Eileen & Paddy Williams 

 12 Noon Dolly King 
Kathleen & Sally Scully 
Alan Brennan 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Hoare & O’Brien families 

Remembered in Mass this week 

Sponsored by 
 

The Marian Hall 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Your prayers are requested for 

the repose of the soul of   

Eamonn Pakenham, brother of 

Agnes OõBrien 

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,439 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 2nd August - D. King 

 
Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 2nd August - P. O’Brien & J. Gilmartin 

'The Paradox of Our Time  in historyé.  

Remember, spend some time with your 
loved ones, because they are not going to 
be around forever.  
Remember, say a kind word to someone 
who looks up to you in awe,  
because that little person soon will grow up 
and leave your side. 
Remember, to give a warm hug to the one 
next to you,  
because that is the only treasure you can 
give with your heart and it doesn't cost a 
cent. 
Remember to say 'I Love You' to your part-
ner and your loved ones, but most of all 
mean it.  
A kiss and embrace will mend hurt when it 
comes from deep inside of you. 
Remember to hold hands and cherish the 
moment for some day that person will not be 
there again. 
Give time to Love, give time to speak, give 
time to share the precious thoughts in your 
mind. 

 
 

- This reflection was written by George 
Carlin, a comedian, after the Columbine 
High School deaths. 

Sponsors are needed for the Newsletter for 

the months August through to December  

At Sunday Mass we read the Gospels in a three-year cycle 
and this year the Gospel of Mark is used during 'Ordinary 
Time'.  
However for the next four weeks we will be reading chapter 
six of John's Gospel. It begins with the multiplication of the 
loaves and fish and will end with a teaching on the Bread of 
Life. Why not keep the newsletters of these weeks and see 
how John develops this story into this most important 
teaching?      

Details of our parish library are available online at 
www.stbrendansbirr.ie These books cover the areas of 
spirituality, theology & history. They are available for loan 
by contacting the Parish Office or Priest on duty. More 
books are being added over the Summer so please keep a 
check online for availability.  

Dom Richard, Abbot of  
Mt. St. Josephôs Roscrea 

 
Dom Richard recently received the 
Abbatial Blessing from Bishop Wil-
lie Walsh during Mass on the feast 
of St Benedict. 
 
Dom Richard Purcell, originally from 
Rathgar in Dublin, was born in March 1976 and en-
tered Mount St Joseph Abbey in 1997, having previ-
ously completed a degree in Music and French at 
UCD. Following further studies in UCD and St. Pat-
rick’s College, Maynooth, he spent some time work-
ing in Cistercian College, the boarding school 
attached to the monastery. In 2002 Fr. Richard 
went to St Benet’s Hall, Oxford to read Theology. On 
his return from Oxford in 2004 he was appointed Ab-
bey Bursar. Ordination to the Priesthood followed in 
2005 and in 2007 Fr. Richard was appointed Prior of 
the monastery while continuing in his role as Bursar. 
During his time as bursar many significant projects 
were undertaken including the complete conserva-
tion and restoration of the stained glass windows of 
the Abbey Church. 
Dom Richard is the 8th Abbot of Mount St. Joseph 
and has been elected for a term of six years. The 
community of Mount St Joseph Abbey currently 
numbers 22 monks, two of whom are in formation. 
Please keep Dom Richard and the whole community 
in your prayers. 


