Parish Office: 057 9122028
Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie

BIRR PARISH

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll

Parish Mobile: 086 3531955
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie
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Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sat 26th 7.30 p.m.  P.J. Dunne (MM)
Tom & Betty Lally
Alf Regan
Frank McGilton
Sun 27th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. O'Meara family
Denis & Mary Sheerin
12 Noon Joe Scully
Michael Loughnane
Kathleen Dowd & King family
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
Mon 28th  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Sophia Hutchinson
Tue 29th 7.30 a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m.
Wed 30th  7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Thu 1st 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Teresa Smyth
Paddy Coughlan
Cleary & Buckley families
Fri 2nd 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Michael Delaney
Sat 3rd 10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m.  Peter McEvoy (1st Ann)
Tom & Christina Brereton
Sun 4th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Peter Murphy (MM)
Dinny Murphy
12 Noon William Delaney
Carrig 9.30 a.m.

Collection Total for last Sunday -0 2, 318

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 4th July -
John Harding

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 4th July - M. Gibbons & C. Loughnane

Holy God We Praise Thy Name
Holy God, we praise thy name;
Lord of all, we bow before thee;
all on earth thy scepter own;
all in heaven above adore thee.
Infinite thy vast domain;
everlasting is thy reign.

Hark the loud celestial hymn
angel choirs above are raising;
cherubim and seraphim,
in unceasing chorus are raising,
fill the heavens with sweet accord:
Holy, holy, holy Lord.

Gentle As Silence
Oh, the love of my Lord is the essence
Of all that I love here on earth.
All the beauty | see, He has given to me,
And his giving is gentle as silence.

Every day, every hour, every moment,
Have been blessed by the strength of His love.
At the turn of each tide, He is there at my side,
And his touch is as gentle as silence.

Praise My Soul
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven;
To His feet Thy tribute bring!
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like me His praise should sing?
Praise Him! praise Him! (2)
Praise the everlasting King!

Praise Him for His grace and favour,
To our fathers in distress!
Praise Him still the same for ever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless!
Praise Him! praise Him! (2)
Glorious in His faithfulness!

Dunkerrin Church of Ireland Parish - Dog Show &

Your prayers are requested for the repose
of the souls of

May Leahy, sister of the late Helen
Hogan, Con Cleary brother of
Mannie Gleeson, Kitty Rohan,
mother of Br. Ultan

Summer Fete on 11th July at 2.30 p.m. in Church of Ireland
church grounds. All dogs (and owners!) are welcome.
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A sub-committee of the Parish Pastoral Council has been
working on a vision statement and mission statement
for the parish of Birr. The draft text below was presented
to the June meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council and we
are now publishing the proposed statement here in the news-
letter. The purpose of the statement is to give a sense of how
the parish might develop and grow in the coming years, and
in particular how the Parish Pastoral Council may develop
and encourage the growth of the parish.

Your comments on the statement are welcome: you can con-
tact any of the priests or the parish office directly using the
contact numbers/email at the top of the newsletter. It is in-
tended to present the final statement in the Autumn. You
can read more about the development of the statement
online at ww.stbrendansbirr.ie

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Annual Mass in Clonoghill Cemetery on Wednesday 14th
July at 7.30 p.m.

Annual Killaloe Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine on
Sunday 4™ July 2010, Led by Bishop Willie Walsh. Ceremo-
nies begin at 2:30 p.m.

Killaloe Diocesan Night Vigil to Knock Shrine on Friday
August 6™ 2010. Ceremonies begin at 9 p.m.

Saturday 28th August - An ecumenical pilgrimage to honour
St. Brendan of Birr will take place.

4™ National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at The
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, on Sunday, September 12"
2010.

Vision & Mission Statement
The people of our parish, believing in and inspired by
Jesus Christ, are committed to making our parish a
place where each person feels welcome, accepted and
valued. Together we strive to build up a dynamic,
caring and Christian community that is characterised by
faith, mission, worship and service.
The Parish Pastoral Council brings together lay people,
religious and the ordained, to ensure the fulfilment of
this vision, enhancing the quality of parish life and
parish activity, and will work to establish a year-round
stewardship programme to make the best use of all our
gifts of time and talent.

Sincere gratitude to our 6th Class Altar Servers
l who complete their duties this weekend. Their
w THANK! devotion and help over the last two years is
. much appreciated. They are wished well in
YOU their secondary education.
A special word of thanks to parents for their
; I ... continued co-operation and also to those in

charge of our servers for their commitment.

A Memorial service of Evening Prayer in thanksgiving for
the life and ministry of the late Donald Keegan, who was rec-
tor of the Birr Group of Church of Ireland Parishes, will be
held on Sun 4 July at 4pm. The special preacher will be the
Right Rev. Edward Darling, former Bishop of Limerick &
Killaloe. This is an open invitation and all are welcome.

Please keep in your prayers Fr Kieran O'Neill SMA who will
be ordained bishop of our diocese on Sunday 29 August
in the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, Ennis.

We are asked to join in prayer with our Killaloe Diocesan
Pilgrims, led by Bishop Walsh, who will be in Lourdes
from this weekend to July 1st.

Lord that | may see, that | may see Your Wonders.

Lord, that | may hear. Lord, that | may hear Your Word.
Lord, that | may walk. Lord, that | may walk in Your Ways.
Lord, give Your peace to our troubled world.

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us.

Mary, Comfort of the Afflicted, pray for us.

Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for us.

St. Bernadette, pray for us.

St. Flannan, pray for us.

St. Senan, pray for us.

(Insert here your own intentions)

Grant us, Lord, the joy of constant health in mind and body.
And through the intercession of Our Lady of Lourdes, may
we be freed from present sorrow and filled with everlasting

Joy.

Feast Days this Week

Monday 28th - St Irenaeus - Lived in the 2nd century and
spread the Gospel in France. His work was both as a mis-
sionary and preaching against the early heresy in the devel-
oping Church.

Tuesday 29th - Sts Peter & Paul Apostles - This feast day
marks the original pagan feast of the foundation of Rome; it is
the celebration of the twin founders of the Church in Rome.
Wednesday 30th - First Martyrs of the Church of Rome -
These died during the reign of Nero, put to death for their
Christian belief around the year 64AD

Thursday 1st July - St. Oliver Plunkett - The great
archbishop of Armagh who was executed in England in 1681
after 12 years of work in Ireland to maintain the church, de-
spite great persecution by Oliver Cromwell.

His head is on display in St Peter's Church, Drogheda, while
most of his body is buried at Downside Abbey in England.
More on the life and work of St Oliver Plunkett can be found
at www.saintoliverplunkett.com

Saturday 3rd - St. Thomas Apostle - Preached the Gospel in

India where he was martyred.

Community News

Montessori pre-school opening in September in Birr, offer-
ing a sessional service for 3-6yr olds. Further information
contact Teresa @ 0863975444

Offaly Hospice Foundation would like to thank all who
supported our recent Sunflower Weekend, including volun-
teers and local business. Offaly Hospice Foundation is al-
ways looking for volunteers so if you feel you can help please
contact us @ 05793 28634 Mon to Fri 10am to 1.30pm.

Birr Outdoor Education Centre - Adventure Summer
Camps, July 12th-16th (14-17yrs), August 2nd-6th (11-15
yrs), August 13th-20th Open Days (8-80 years) For more in-
formation call 057-9120029

Look out for the award winning Irish Film, His & Hers,
which was released on June 18th in cinemas nationwide. The
film has a cast of 70 female characters all from the Irish Mid-
lands.

Summer Schools for Kids & Teens at Birr Theatre
Learn to shoot, edit and screen film at The Reel World (Mon
28 June — Fri 2 July 9.30 — 1pm -12 — 16 years). Some
places left — register on the morning. Places available on Birr
Stage Guild Children’s Theatre Summer Camp (Mon 12 — Fri
16 July; 10am — 1pm for age 7 — 9yrs and 2 — 5pm for age 10
— 12yrs) where kids participate in drama, dance, music and
circus skills classes. Focus on the basic techniques required
for acting on stage or screen at Youth Theatre Weekend (Sat
17 — Sun 18 July age 15 — 19yrs).

School or Rock - Workshop on Wednesday 7 July, 5pm

Full details: www.birrtheatre.com 057 9122911.



http://www.birrtheatre.com/

