
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that the 7.30am Mass will resume on Monday 4 
January. 
 

Next Friday is First Friday; it is the Feast of Mary, Mother of 
God. There will be a Mass of Peace at 11am in St Brendan's 
Church, Birr. All are welcome to join us for this celebration. 
Please note that this is the only Mass on Friday 1 January. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place on Satur-
day 2 January after the 10am Mass, concluding with Benedic-
tion at 11am.  
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pay a visit to our Crib and spend a moment in prayer; here 
is one that you might like to use: 

'May the light of the Christ child shine into the  
darkness of our war-torn world and  

give peace to all nations. 
May the light of the Christ child come into 
the darkness in Ireland and any darkness  
that we may have in our neighbourhood. 
May the Christ child bring us harmony,  

peace and happiness. Amen.' 
 

Community News 
 

Ramblers in Eireann - Sunday 3rd January at 2pm. Meet 

at the GAA pitch Kilcormac for our annual link up with our 
friends in the Kilcormac Ramblers for an enjoyable walk end-
ing with refreshments at Dan and Mollie's, Ballyboy. An enjoy-
able day out for Christmas, and all in aid of Offaly Hospice. 
All welcome. 
 

Birr Comhaltas Annual Feile na Nollag in County 

Arms Hotel on Monday 4th January commencing at 8.30 p.m. 
Irish music and song with music for Ceili, Old Time and Set 
Dancing by the Davy Joe Fallon  Ceili Band. Céad Míle Fáilte. 
 

Study Theology from Home - In association with The 

University of Wales, Lampeter, the Priory Institute, Tallaght 
offers a certificate, diploma, and degree in theology specifi-
cally designed for lay people. For more information please 
contact the Priory Institute, Tallaght on 01-4048124 or email 
enquiries@prioryinstitute.com  
 

Senior Help Line  - Do you need someone to talk 

to?  Senior Help Line is a confidential listening service for 
older people by older people for the price of a local call any-
where in Ireland, LoCall 1850 440 444.  Senior Help Line is 
open every day from 10 am till 4 pm and 7 pm till 10 pm, 365 
days a year.  
Senior Help Line‘s trained older volunteers offer a friendly, 
listening and non-judgmental ear to all callers. So don't be 
alone with your problem. Lifting the phone lessens the loneli-
ness. We will be waiting for your call. LoCall 1850 440 444. 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place from 18
-25 January and will be marked by an opportunity for prayer 
and petition in St Brendan's Church of Ireland. The church 
will be open on Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 January, during 
which time you will have the chance to reflect and pray for 
your particular needs. Evening Prayer on Sunday 24 January 
at 7.30pm will close the week of prayer. More details will be 
published in the coming weeks.  
 

Feast Days this Week 
 

Tuesday 29th - St. Thomas A. Becket - Lived in the 12th 
century and was killed in Canterbury cathedral because of his 
disputes with King Henry II. 
Thursday 31st -  St. Sylvester, pope. Died in 335 and had 
been responsible for the construction of many churches in 
Rome. 
Saturday 2nd - Sts Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen. 
Both lived in the 4th century and were great preachers and 
teachers of faith and theology. 
 
 

Pope Benedict XVI in his message for the 43rd World Day of 
Peace, aims to raise awareness about the strong bond that 
exists in our globalised and interconnected world between 
protecting the creation and cultivating peace.The protection 
of the environment is a challenge for all humankind. It is a 
shared universal duty to respect a collective asset that is des-
tined for everyone. 
  
  

New Year’s Reflections 
 

Looking back on the months gone by, 
As a new year starts and an old one ends, 

We contemplate what brought us joy, 
And we think of our loved ones and our friends. 

 
Recalling all the happy times, 

Remembering how they enriched our lives, 
We reflect upon who really counts, 

As the fresh and bright new year arrives. 
 

And when I ponder those who do, 
I immediately think of you. 

Thanks for being one of the reasons 
I'll have a Happy New Year! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you need help with budgeting and managing 

your financial situation, the Money Advice and Budget-

ing Service (MABS) provides free advice. There is useful in-
formation on the MABS website, www.mabs.ie  or you can 
contact the MABS Helpline at 1890 283 438.  
 

Another Year Is Dawning 
--Francis Ridley Havergal (1874) 

 

Another year is dawning,  
Dear Master, let it be,  

In working, or in waiting,  
Another year with Thee.  

 
Another year of mercies,  
Of faithfulness and grace;  
Another year of gladness  

In the shining of Thy face.  
 

Another year of progress,  
Another year of praise,  
Another year of proving  

Thy presence all the days.  
 

Another year of service,  
Of witness of Thy love,  
Another year of training  
For holier work above.  

 
Another year is dawning,  

Dear Master, let it be  
On earth, or else in heaven  

Another year for Thee. 

Sat 26th 7.30 p.m. John & Catherine Lally 
Eddie & Christina Brewer 
Paddy & Margaret Guilfoyle 

Sun 27th 8.30 a.m. Christmas Triduum Intentions 

 10.30 a.m. Pauline O’Meara 

 12 Noon Josephine Higgins (MM) 
Michael Breen (MM) 
Mick Coogan 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 28th 10.00 a.m. Jimmy & Eileen O’Neill 

Tue 29th 10.00 a.m. Michael Delaney 
Tim Carroll 

Wed 30th 10.00 a.m. Christmas Triduum Intentions 

Thu 31st 10.00 a.m. Timmy Hutchinson & Billy Maughan 
Michael, Annie & Teresa Duffy 

Fri 1st 11.00 a.m. Mass for Peace 

Sat 2nd 10.00 a.m. Mick Kenny 

 7.30 p.m. Tom & Christina Brereton 
Michael Grennan 
Brian Whelan 

Sun 3rd 8.30 a.m. Bodik, Kazimir, Hlac & Rakos families 

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon Kathleen Cassidy (1st Ann) 
Tom Ryan (1st Ann) and wife Mary 
Mai O’Keeffe 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Michael Reddan 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,331 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 3rd January -  

                           B. Turner 
 

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 3rd January - T. O’Meara & J. Reddin 

Sponsored by 
 

Crinkill Superstores 

Your prayers are requested for 

the repose of the souls of  

Michael Daly, John Neavyn, 

brother of P.J. 

If you are planning to marry in the Catholic Church, 
you should contact any of the local priests who are best to 
advise you on what you need to do. In the Diocese of 
Killaloe you must attend a marriage preparation course 
that is officially recognised and at present only ACCORD, 
1850 58 5000 or www.accord.ie or the courses offered by 
Esker Monastery, 091 844549 or 
www.eskercommunity.net are acceptable in the Diocese. 
Allow yourself at least six months for preparations before 
your preferred date for Marriage.  
 

Loop system in operation for the hard of hearing 
(with an appropriate hearing aid) under the gallery 
on the Sacred Heart side. 

Sincere thanks for your generous contri-
butions to the Priestôs Christmas Col-
lection last weekend. As always your 
generosity is very much appreciated. 
 

Envelopes can still be left into the Sac-
risty and Parish Office. 

Be always at war with your vices,  
at peace with your neighbours,  

and let each new year find  
you a better man.  
Benjamin Franklin  

We don't stop playing because 
we grow old; We grow old be-

cause we stop playing .  

Welcome Home for Christmas! We wish you every 
blessing at this time and throughout the New Year. 
Nollaig Shona agus athbhliain faoi mhaise daoibh go 
léir. 


