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Priest on duty this weelFr. Michael Reddan B & | fIl 5
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: R Fr. Tony Cahird 057-9120097 Parish Office Opening Hours Church of
St. Brendan Ers])'awd Carrolld 057-9120098 . the Annunciation
Fr. Michael Reddand 057-9121757 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Carrig
Fr. Pat Gilbertd 057-9120098 10.30 am.112.15 p.m.

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sat 27th 7.30 p.m.  Bernie Maughan
Leo & Josephine Cullinane

John Murdock

Sun 28th 8.30 a.m.  Ciaran Duffy
10.30 a.m. Michael & Nellie Whelan & son Michael
Tommy Errity
John & Mary Feehan
12 Noon Patrick Delaney (MM)
Tommy Rigney, Paddy Egan
James & Mary Claffey & Frank Bradley
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
Mon 1st 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. James Doran (MM)
Tue 2nd 7.30 a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m. Lorraine & Celine McCarthy
Wed 3rd 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m.  Stations of the Cross
Thu 4th 7.30 a.m.  William & Catherine Woods &
John & Margaret Woods & families
10.00 a.m.
Fri 5th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Sat 6th 10.00 a.m. James & Kathleen Delaney & son
Jimmy
7.30 p.m.  Bridie Maher & family
Mary Guinan
Michael Regan
Sun 7th 8.30 a.m. Jack, Tommy, Shamie & Ann Roberts &
family
10.30 a.m. Aggie Pearson (1st Ann)
Peter OOMear a
12 Noon Susie Pardy (MM)
Margaret Gleeson (1st Ann)
Mick Coogan, Paddy Kennedy
Carrig 9.30 a.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in

Collection Total for last Sunday - €2,560

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 7th March -
Tony Dargan

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 7th March - M. O’'Gorman & R. O’'Brien

If you are planning to marry in the Diocese of Killaloe,
please note that you are required to attend a marriage
preparation course organised by ACCORD or at Esker Mon-
astery outside Athenry.

Contact one of the local priests for further information and
other details of what you need to do in preparing for mar-
riage

Your prayers are requested for the
v\ repose of the soul of
John Pilkington

PLEASE SING WITH US

Christ Be Our Light

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.

The Servant Song

Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

We are pilgrims on a journey,
fellow travellers on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

Be Thou My Vision

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best Thought, in the day and night,

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, be Thou my true Word;
| ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, | Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and | with Thee one.

Stations of the Cross led by children from some of our par-
ish schools will be on Wednesday 3rd March at 7.30pm in St.
Brendan's Church, Birr. All are welcome to attend.

Lenten Programme:

Don't forget, each evening at 6pm an evening reflection and
prayer is held in St Brendan's Church, Birr and this can be
heard on the parish radio link, 106FM. Join in this short re-
flection using the cards distributed at Mass and through
schools over the past week. Evening Prayer for the Sundays
of Lent continues on this Sunday in the Conference Room,
St. Brendan's Church, Birr at 5.30pm and all are welcome.
Scripture Reflection on the Sunday Gospel is after the
10am Mass each Wednesday of Lent.

Liturgy group meeting will be held next Wednesday 3rd
March at 8pm in St. Brendan's Church, Birr.

Next Friday, 5th March, is First Friday. Mass is at 7.30 a.m.,
10.00 a.m. In St. Brendan’s and 7.30 p.m. in Carrig.

The Priests Lenten Station collection will be taken up at all
masses this weekend. Your generosity is very much appreci-
ated.

Trocaire’s Lenten Campaign

A cloud came and covered them with shadow; and when they
went into the cloud the disciples were afraid’ (Luke 9:34).

In today’s Gospel we are invited into the world of Peter, John
and James who followed Jesus up the mountain to pray. Dur-
ing this ritual however, the disciples found themselves sur-
rounded by a dark cloud. Can you imagine how they felt?
Lost, alone, insecure, petrified into silence.... These feelings
are often reflected today by those who are physically weak
and ill from chronic hunger. Not only are they hungry in the
body but they are also psychologically hungry, craving the
security of knowing where the next meal will come from.

These are feelings Pilemina remembers all too well. She
struggled to feed her children for five years in a refugee camp
in Uganda. When the civil war ended the hunger and despair
were too much and she decided she would rather die at home
than in the camp. Now she receives help from Trécaire’s
partners in the area and can grow enough to feed her family
and send her grandchildren to school. “Life is better, we have
enough food,” she says. Please support Trécaire’s Lenten
campaign this year in whatever way you can.

Bishop Walsh submitted his resignation as Bishop of
Killaloe at the beginning of the year, as he has reached the
age of retirement for clergy which is 75. While it may be
sometime before a new bishop is announced for the diocese,
a process of consultation has been going on throughout the
diocese over recent weeks, to identify the qualities which
would be desirable in someone being considered for the posi-
tion. One of the lines that emerged was that he would be a
person of faith, rooted in the Gospel values and this would be
shown in the way in which he lived his life. Please pray for
our new bishop, whoever it may be, and for all involved in the
appointment process. May they be faithful to the Gospel, and
trust that the Holy Spirit will guide their reflections.

"Let us pray for a new Bishop - Eternal God, shepherd and
guide, in your mercy give your Church in the diocese of
Killaloe, a shepherd after your own heart, who will walk in
your ways, and with loving care watch over your people. Give
us a leader of vision and a teacher of your truth. So may your
Church be built up and your name glorified, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen."

Children’s Liturgy will take place at the 10.30 a.m. Mass this
Sunday and continuing each Sunday until Easter. All children
from Junior Infants through to Second Class are most wel-
come. If any parent would like to get involved with the group
meet in the Conference Room at the back of the church on
these Sundays.

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Please Note—The Parish Office will be closed on Monday
1st March.

Feast Days this Week

Monday 1st - St. David Abbot in Wales in 7th century with
many Irish pupils, and as a result he had great influence on
Irish monastic life

Thursday 4th - St. Casimir Patron saint of Poland, worked
hard in the 15th century to promote peace and unity in West-
ern Europe

Friday 5th - St. Kieran Born in Cork, he is one of the pre-
Patrician saints. He was baptised and ordained on Continen-
tal Europe before returning to Saighir were he founded a
monastery. We wish all our neighbours in Clareen, a happy
feast-day!

Community News

Taize Summer Pilgrimage—July 4* - 13th 2010
For young people (Age 17-30). Share in prayer, workshops,
Meals, all that makes up a week in the life of young people.
Any enquiries (As soon as possible) to Fr Jerry Carey 086
2508444,

Birr Scouts investiture and Mass of Remembrance for de-
ceased members will take place in The Marian Hall, Birr, at
7.30 p.m. on Thursday 11th March. All Scouts welcome

Caring for Someone in the Home? Did you know that
you can receive training to give you the skills, knowledge and
confidence to help you within your caring role? Contact
Helene on 086 7749840 for more details.

Ramblers in Eireann - Sunday 7" March. Meet at 2pm at
the bird hide at Lough Boora. All welcome. Non-members €3.
Refreshments afterwards.

Women's Workshop starts Tues 2nd Mar - Mar 23rd 10.00
- 11.30am @ An Gairdin Organic/Ecology Centre, Portumna.
Contact 086 3608365 for more details.

World Day of Prayer will be celebrated in the Methodist
Church on Thursday 4th March at 7.30 p.m. Guest speaker is
Elizabeth Roddy from Galway.

Roscrea Speakers Club are hosting a Comedy Evening
in Grant’s Hotel on Friday 5th March at 8.00 p.m. Tickets €5

available at the door. Proceeds to the Laurels Hospice, Dean
Maxwell. All welcome.

Respond! Chesterfield Childcare needs your vote to
receive a €5,000 award through the Better Ireland Pro-
gramme. You have until the 15th March to vote. Simply text
BIRR B to 51303. Please support.

Lenten Retreat in Mount St. Joseph Abbey, Roscrea from
Friday 12th to Sunday 14th March. For more information and
bookings contact 0505-21711.

Mountmellick Drama Festival takes place from 5th—
12th March inclusive. For more details contact 087-1604363.

Sponsors for the Newsletter are required. If you
would like to sponsor the parish newsletter please contact the
Parish Office or one of the priests.
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