
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Míle Buíochas to all who attended our Lenten triduum during 
the past week. We hope that you found some food for thought 
and that the coming Holy Week will provide spiritual nourish-
ment and hope for you.  
 

The Priests Easter Collection will be taken up at all Masses 
this weekend. As always your generosity is very much appre-
ciated. 
 

Easter Mass Bouquets are available from the Parish Office. 
€5 each. 
 

Could you turn your hand to becoming a priest?  Does 
your current Job fit you? Why not look beyond the norm? 
Come along to a Vocations open day on April 17th in Mount 
St. Joseph Abbey Roscrea and spend some time with like 
minded men to explore new possibilities for your future?  To 
book or for further information contact Fr. Iggy McCor-
mack Tel: 086-2777139 ignaid@hotmail.com 
 

Children’s Liturgy will take place at the 10.30 a.m. Mass this 
Sunday and Easter Sunday. All children from Junior Infants 
through to Second Class are most welcome. If any parent 
would like to get involved with the group meet in the Confer-
ence Room at the back of the church on these Sundays. 
 

Please note there is NO Evening Prayer this Sunday  
evening. 
 

The Chrism Mass will be held in the Cathedral of Sts Peter 
and Paul in Ennis on Wednesday evening, 31st March, at 
7.30pm and all are welcome to attend. At this Mass, Bishop 
and priests renew their vows of ordination, and the Holy 
Oils which are used in sacramental celebrations across the 
diocese are blessed by the Bishop. 
 

Holy Week ceremonies are not just a simple recalling of 
past events in history - they are a sacramental celebration 
that makes present the saving power of Christ's death and 
resurrection to the whole church gathered in prayer. Make 
this journey of Holy Week, with eyes fixed on Jesus - see mo-
ments of your own life reflected in his journey. And know that 
through all the pain and sorrow, there is the promise of Res-
urrection. 
 

Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence - we are asked 
to observe this so that the Church, with uplifted and welcom-
ing heart, be ready to celebrate the joys of the Resurrection. 
 

Dawn Mass on Easter Sunday morning is being celebrated 
in the Garden of Tranquillity at the rear of St. Brendan's 
Church. This Mass is a special celebration, reminding us of 
the first Easter morning and the joy of the Resurrection. 
Some people have been enquiring about the cemetery Mass - 
this will be celebrated as usual in July, and the blessing of 
graves will take place in November.  

 Community News 
 

Ramblers in Eireann - Easter Sunday 4th April. Meet at 

2.30pm in the main car park at Clonfert.  All welcome.  
 

Table Quiz will be held in Noonan’s, Ballingarry on Friday 

9th April 2010 at 9pm to raise funds for Jean White who will 
work with Railway Children in the slums of Calcutta, as part of 
the Suas 2010 Volunteer Programme. All are welcome. 
 

Irish Dance Classes by Stephanie Power will commence 

on Monday April 12th in the County Arms Hotel, Birr. Contact 
087 - 7536332 / 090 - 9741239 for more details. 
 

Children of Chernobyl—Variety concert in Dooly’s hotel 

on Friday 9th April at 8.00 p.m. Guests include Tadg Maher of 
Bru Boru . Also host families required for the month of July. 
 

Birr Citizens Information Centre will be closed from 

Good Friday 2nd April and will reopen on Thursday 8th 
April.     

The Parish Office will be closed from Thursday 1st 
April and will re-open on Thursday 8th April. 
 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
 

Holy Week Ceremonies 
St. Brendan's Church, Birr 

 

Holy Thursday - 1 April  10am     Morning Prayer   
                                         7.30pm Evening Mass of the  
                                                      Lord's Supper   
                                         9.45pm Night Prayer 
Good Friday - 2 April   10am       Morning Prayer  
                                      3pm         Celebration of the  
                                                      Lord's Passion   
                                      7.30pm   Stations of the Cross 
Holy Saturday -  3 April   10am   Morning Prayer  followed by 
                                                      Blessing of Food 
                                         9pm      Easter Vigil 
Easter Sunday - 4 April   6.30am Dawn Mass of  
                                                      Resurrection (in Garden of  
                                                      Tranquillity, rear of church)  
                                     Other Masses at usual Sunday times 
 

Church of the Annunciation, Carrig 
 

Holy Thursday - 1 April    8.00pm  Evening Mass of the 
                                                        Lord's Supper 
Good Friday -  2 April       8.00pm Celebration of the  
                                                        Lord's Passion 
Easter Sunday -  4 April    9.30am Mass 
 

Confessions will be available after morning prayer and after 
the ceremonies on Holy Thursday & Good Friday. On Holy 
Saturday, confessions will be available from 10.30am-12noon 
& 2-4pm. 
  

Pope Benedict XVI's pastoral letter to Irish Catholics was 
published last week. We hope to have printed copies avail-
able next weekend and apologise for the delay. There is a 
link to the letter on our website. 
 
Here is the prayer that the Pope has composed especially: 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH IN IRELAND 
God of our fathers, 
renew us in the faith which is our life and salvation, 
the hope which promises forgiveness and interior renewal, 
the charity which purifies and opens our hearts 
to love you, and in you, each of our brothers and sisters. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
may the Church in Ireland renew her age-old commitment 
to the education of our young people in the way of truth and 
goodness, holiness and generous service to society. 
Holy Spirit, comforter, advocate and guide, 
inspire a new springtime of holiness and apostolic zeal 
for the Church in Ireland. 
May our sorrow and our tears, 
our sincere effort to redress past wrongs, 
and our firm purpose of amendment 
bear an abundant harvest of grace 
for the deepening of the faith 
in our families, parishes, schools and communities, 
for the spiritual progress of Irish society, 
and the growth of charity, justice, joy and peace 
within the whole human family. 
To you, Triune God, 
confident in the loving protection of Mary, 
Queen of Ireland, our Mother, 
and of Saint Patrick, Saint Brigid and all the saints, 
do we entrust ourselves, our children, 
and the needs of the Church in Ireland. 
Amen. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Trocaire’s Lenten Campaign 
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
 

Today’s psalm could be the caption to so many of the images 
we have been presented with by Trócaire this Lent. Indeed, 
we can, relate to this in asking “My God, My God, why have 
you forsaken them?” as we wonder,  time and again, why 
there is so much suffering in the world, and particularly this 
Lent, why so many people are still hungry.    
 

There are now one billion hungry people in the world - more 
than the combined populations of the European Union, United 
States and Canada.  The bitter irony is that there is enough 
food in the world to feed the population just no political will to 
eradicate hunger.  Trócaire is now calling on the government 
to outline its progress in those areas during the UN Millen-
nium Summit in September, when world leaders will report on 
progress on the Millennium Development Goals to which they 
signed up ten years ago.  The first goal set out to halve the 
number of people living in hunger by 2015.  
 

Please support Trócaire’s Lenten campaign this year in what-
ever way you can.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Sat 27th 7.30 p.m. Middleton & Kennedy families 
Willie Coughlan & uncle Johnny Kenny 
Liam Ryan 

Sun 28th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Mary Kennedy (1st Ann) 
Frank & Betty Dolphin & son Kieran 

 12 Noon Kathleen Mulhern 
Phil Guinane 
Conor Finnegan 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 29th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m. Bob Ingram 

Tue 30th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Ann Hutchins 

Wed 31st 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Kitty McManus 

Thu 1st 10.00 a.m. Morning Prayer 

 7.30 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lordôs Supper 

Carrig 8.00 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lordôs Supper 

 9.45 p.m. Night Prayer 

Fri 2nd 10.00 a.m. Morning Prayer 

 3.00 p.m.  Celebration of the Lordôs Passion 

 7.30 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

Carrig 8.00 p.m. Celebration of the Lordôs Passion 

Sat 3rd 10.00 a.m. Morning Prayer & Blessing of Food 

 9.00 p.m. Easter Vigil 

Sun 4th 6.30 a.m. Dawn Mass (Garden of Tranquillity) 

 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m.  

 12 Noon  

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Tony Cahir 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,349 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 4th April -  

                            Kathleen Egan 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 11th April - M. O’Connor & Sr. Anne 

Sponsored  
 

Anonymously 

If you are planning to marry in the Diocese of Killaloe, 
please note that you are required to attend a marriage 
preparation course organised by ACCORD or at Esker Mon-
astery outside Athenry.  
Contact one of the local priests for further information and 
other details of what you need to do in preparing for mar-
riage  

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the souls of   

Mark Shortt, Margaret Donlon, 

mother of Antoinette Enright 

 

 

Newsletter Sponsors needed. If you would like to help 
please contact one of the priests or the Parish Office. 

 

Remember clocks go 
 forward 1 hour  
this weekend 

mailto:ignaid@hotmail.com

