
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birr Novena   
Monday 23rd November to Tuesday 1st December 

  

'Lord That I May See! Seeking A Vision For Our Day' 

  
Birr Novena continues until Tuesday 1 December. Fr. Tadhg Herbert, Fr. Ciaran O'Callaghan  
and Fr. Adrian Egan have been guiding our reflections and journey since last Monday and  
we look forward to seeing as many people as possible at the sessions over the last days of  
the Novena. We pray that through the intercession of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, we will  
be given the grace to see our world through truly Christian eyes. 
 

Timetable 
Sunday 29 - Mass & Novena Prayers at 8.30am, 9.30am, 10.30am, 12noon & 7.30pm.  
There will be a session for blessing of babies and small children at 3.30pm 
Monday 30 November & Tuesday 1 December - Mass & Novena Prayers at 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm 
 

Please note that all sessions of the Novena will be in St. Brendan's Church Birr with the exception of the 9.30am 
on Sunday 29 November which will be in the Church of the Annunciation in Carrig. 
 

Please leave your candle on the altar rails in front of the shrine to Our Lady of Perpetual Help.  
It will be lit and placed at the shrine. Do not attempt to light the candles yourself and do ensure 
 that children are supervised when near the shrine, thank you for your co-operation. 
        

  

 

 

 
 
The Order of Malta will continue be on duty during the Novena. If you feel unwell please seek immediate attention. 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News 
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is holding its an-

nual church gate collection on Saturday and Sunday 5th and 
6th of December. Your support will be gratefully appreciated. 
 

Friends of Birr Community Nursing Unit - Sale of 

Work in the Unit on Sunday 29th from 2.30 p.m. All welcome. 
 

Alzheimer Society of Ireland are having an “Afternoon 

Table Quiz” on Sunday 29th Nov @ 5.30 in the County Arms. 
 

Ramblers in Eireann Sunday 6th December. Meet at 

2pm in the main car park at Clonfert for a walk led by local 
archaeologist Christy Cuniffe. The walk includes the unique 
12th century cathedral, ancient Yew Walk and Bishops Pal-
ace. All welcome. Non-members €3.  
 

Knitting & Crochet Circle continues in Birr Library on 

Wednesday 18th November between 5.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.  
 

GROW World Community Mental Health Movement meets 

every Tuesday night at 7.30 p.m. in the Community Mental 
Health Centre, The Convent, Wilmer Road, Birr. Contact 057-
9351124. 
 

Sarah Molloy School of Speech and Drama presents 

„That „90‟s Show‟ in the Marian Hall on Saturday 5th Decem-
ber at 8.00 p.m. and Sunday 16th December at 4.00 p.m. 
 

Carrig, Riverstown, Killeen Community Alert Public 

Meeting on Wednesday 2nd December at 7.30 p.m. in Carrig 
Hall. All welcome. 
 

Birr Active Retirement Group - Next meeting will be 

held on Thursday 3rd December at 7.30 p.m. in the Resource 
Centre, Londis Car Park. All members are requested to at-
tend as it is party night. 
 

Birr Skate Park Committee would like to invite you to 

the launch of its 2010 Birr Community Calendar on Friday 4th 
December at 8.00 p.m. in Dooly‟s Hotel Coffee Shop. 
 

Carrig and Riverstown Christmas Card Game on 

Tuesday the 8th Dec at 8.30 p.m. Raffle Prizes and Refresh-
ments. All are welcome. 

Sat 28th 7.30 p.m. Monsignor Hamell 
Bill Dwyer 
John & Mary Egan & family 

Sun 29th 8.30 a.m. Holy Souls 

 10.30 a.m. John & Mary Fogarty & family 
Pakie & Teresa Fahy 

 12 Noon Brendan Donnelly (MM) 
Gerard Pilkington 
Freddie Woodger 
David Whittle 

 7.30 p.m.  

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 30th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.   

 7.30 p.m.  

Tue 1st 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m.  

Wed 2nd 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Thu 3rd 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 4th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Colclough & Fogarty families 
Mary Pierce 
Tony & Teresa Cullen & family 

Carrig 7.30 p.m. Larry & Brid Hoctor 

Sat 5th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Rynagh, Susan & Martin Byrne 
Eileen Ryan 
Thomas, Mary & Michael Shanahan 

Sun 6th 8.30 a.m. Michael Maher 
Patrick Maher 

 10.30 a.m. Paddy & Molly Quigley 

 12 Noon Seamus Loughnane 
Patsy Garahy 
John & May Mulhern 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Mathew Gleeson 

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll 

  

Fr. Tony Cahir—057-9120097 

Fr. David Carroll—057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddan—057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbert—057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. –12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendan’s 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,548 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 6th December -  

                           T. Dargan 
 

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 6th December - F. Teehan & T.P. Walsh 

Sponsored by 
 

OõSullivan Cab Hire 
087 2506585 

Your prayers are requested for  

the repose of the souls of  

Josephine Higgins, Fintan Hoare 

son of Gerry & Mary , Kathleen  

Rohan, mother of Tommy,  

Sean Bergin brother of Anne Murray                

 

Car-parking in the grounds of St Brendan's is being restricted during the Novena and we thank 
you for your continued co-operation. The roadworks on Wilmer Road are scheduled to continue 
during the Novena and we are advising those travelling by car to allow extra time to arrive and 
find a parking space. 

The Children's Liturgy will run on the Sundays of Advent on 
6, 13 & 20 December, in the Conference Room of St Bren-
dan's. All are welcome to participate and part of the liturgy will 
be preparation for the Christmas celebration. Thanks to all our 
leaders for their involvement.  
 

First Friday of December next week Mass and confessions 
available at the usual time. Please note that Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament will be on Saturday 5 December after the 
10am Mass, with Benediction at 11am. Confessions will be 
also be available at this time. 
 

This Sunday in the Church of the Annunciation, Carrig, we 
welcome the boys and girls preparing for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in 2010. Please keep the children, their families 
and teacher in your prayers at this time.  
 
 

If you took a copy of the Irish Bishops Pastoral Reflection 
on Climate Change which was available last week, please 
make sure that you complete and post the card that was in-
serted in the booklet. And if you are not keeping your copy, 
please make sure you recycle it! 
 

Home visitation by the priests of the Parish continues in 
Cemetery Road, Hawthorn Drive and Hilltop during the coming 
weeks. 
 

Novena Prayer 
 

Mother of Perpetual Help, with the greatest confidence we 
come before your holy picture to be inspired by the example 
of your life. We think of you at that moment when, full of 
faith and trust, you accepted God‟s call to be the mother of 
his Son. Help us, your children, to accept with joy our own 
calling in life. When you learned that your cousin Elizabeth 
was in need you immediately went to serve her and offer 
your help. Help us, like you, to be concerned for others. We 
think of you, Mother, at the foot of the cross. Your heart 
must have bled to see your Son in agony. But your joy was 
great when he rose from the dead, victorious over the pow-
ers of evil. Mother of Sorrows, help us through the trials and 
disappointments of life. Help us not to lose heart. May we 
share with you and your Son the joy of having courageously 
faced up to all the challenges of life. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
 

O Mother of Perpetual Help, with grateful hearts we join you 
in thanking God for all the wonderful things he has done for 
us, especially for giving us, Jesus, your Son, as our Re-
deemer. O God, our Creator, we thank you for the gift of life 
and all the gifts of nature: our senses and faculties, our tal-
ents and abilities. We thank you for creating us in your im-
age and likeness and for giving us this earth to use and de-
velop, to respect and cherish. Despite our failures, you con-
tinue to show your love for us today by increasing the life of 
your Spirit in us at the Eucharistic table. Finally, we thank 
you, loving Father, for giving us Mary, the Mother of your 
Son, to be our Mother of Perpetual Help. We are grateful for 
all the favours we have received through her intercession. 
We pray that those past favours may inspire us to greater 
confidence in your loving mercy and to seek the aid of our 
Mother of Perpetual Help. Amen. 


