Parish Office: 057 9122028
Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie

BIRR PARISH

Priest on duty this week: Fr. Tony Cahir

Parish Mobile: 086 3531955
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie
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St Br e nda nPrsDavid Carroll—057-9120098 the Annunciation
Birr Fr. Michael Reddan—057-9121757 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Carrig
Fr. Pat Gilbert—057-9120098 10.30 am. 112.15 p.m.

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m.

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in
or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to
Charitable/Non-profit organisations.

Remembered in Mass this week

Sat 29th 7.30 p.m.  Michael & Moira Keogh
Tim Ryan
Murt, Nell, Noel & Oliver Kelly
Sun 30th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Patrick Nevin
Albert & Mary Kate Watkins
Vincent Sammon
12 Noon Donal Mulhern
Noel & Brendan Garahy
Carrig 9.30 a.m.
Mon 31st 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. John, Rose & Catherine Grimes
Tue 1st 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Wed 2nd 7.30 a.m.  People of the Parish
10.00 a.m. Michael Collins
Patrick Reddan
Joe Carroll
Thu 3rd 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
Fri 4th 7.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m. Michael Delaney
Sat 5th 10.00 a.m. Mary Hehir
Mick Molloy
7.30 p.m. Seamus, Jane & Martin Yeats
Pat Corboy
May & John Joe Bohan & Curley family
& Michael Delaney
Sun 6th 8.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Donal & Marie Brady
Dilly & Sean Hanniffy
12 Noon Brendan Burns
Jamie Cooney & Judy Nolan
Carrig 9.30 a.m.  Mary Keeshan (1st Ann)

Anne & Sheila Lenihan

Your prayers are requested for the
repose of the souls of

P.J. Dunne,

Larry Ryan, brother of Finbar

Collection Total for last Sunday -0 2, 398

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 6th June -
Kathleen Cashen

Parish Development Fund Counters -
Sunday 6th June - M. Breen & O. Nolan

Regina caeli
Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia.
Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia.
Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia.
Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.

A beautiful new CD of Church Music - Panis Angelicus, Ave
Maria, Pie Jesu, etc by Maretta O’Hehir is available from the
Parish Office. €15.

The next Children’s Liturgy will be held on Sunday 30th
May at 10.30 a.m. Mass. New parents are most welcome and
meet in the Conference Room before start of Mass. It will be
held on the last Sunday of each Month.

‘Fifth Sunday’ service will be held in the Methodist Church
on Sunday at 7.00 p.m. The guest preacher is Rev. Bill Olm-
sted. All are welcome with refreshments provided after.

Beside the Prayer for Students at the Altar rails is a petition
box. You might like to include the names of students taking
exams to be included in Mass during June.

PRAYER FOR THOSE TAKING EXAMS

Loving God, be with me now
as | prepare for my exams.
Thank you for the many talents
and gifts you have given me
and for the opportunity of education.
Calm my nerves and anxiety;
help me to remember all that | have studied,
to express it clearly
and to answer the questions
the very best that I can.
Holy Spirit, sit with me in my exam - and always.
In Jesus name.
Amen.
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Priests Collection will be taken up at all Masses this week-

end. As always your generosity is very much appreciated.

Corpus Christi Procession will take place on Thursday 10th
June at 7.30pm. Beginning in St. Brendan's Church, the pro-
cession will move to the Garden of Tranquility at the rear of
the church. Organisers will be in touch with various groups in
the parish but all are welcome to join the procession. In par-
ticular the boys and girls who have received their First Holy
Communion will be very welcome to join with us on the eve-
ning of the procession.

This is the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity. The definition of
the Holy Trinity took place during the Council of Nicea in 325
and Constantinople in 381. As we pray the Creed on this
Sunday, we are reminded of the rich tradition of the Church
that believes God to be the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one and indivisible.

The ordination of Fr Kieran O'Reilly SMA as Bishop of
Killaloe will take place at 3pm on Sunday 29th August in the
Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in Ennis. Please keep him
in your prayers at this time.

In the coming weeks a new and updated set of child protec-
tion guidelines for parishes in the diocese of Killaloe will be
published. In this parish we are very mindful of the need to
promote best practice in relation to safeguarding children in-
volved in parish activities. We will be publishing in the news-
letter and online our key commitments and work practices in
this area over the coming weeks. All who are involved in
working with children and young people in the parish are re-
quired to follow these practices, as adopted by the Parish
Pastoral Council. The Birr Parish Mission Statement regard-
ing participation of children/young people in Church is dis-
played in both churches and the Marian Hall.

"The parish of Birr welcomes and encourages participation of
children and young people in Church life and activities. The
Parish does all in its power to ensure the safety of children,
young people and adults in carrying out any such activity"

Liturgy Group meeting will take place on Wednesday 2nd
June at 8pm.

Next Friday is the First Friday of June and Mass and con-
fessions are available at the usual times in St. Brendan's Birr
and in the Church of the Annunciation, Carrig at 7.30pm.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Sunday 6th June
from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. for the feast of Corpus Christi.

Readers are reminded that copies of their readings are
available in both churches approximately four weeks before
their scheduled date. Please remember to pick up your copy
to help your preparation.

Items for church notice-boards should be left into the Par-
ish Office; unsolicited items will be removed for recycling. We
would also respectfully ask people not to leave reading mate-
rial around the church without permission; this also will be
removed for recycling.

Ger Fitzgerald, a native of Castleconnell, will be ordained a
deacon in St Patrick's College, Maynooth on Sunday 30th
May. We ask you to keep him and his family in your prayers
at this time. He is one of four students engaged in preparation
for priesthood in the diocese of Killaloe at the present time.

Prayer for Trinity Sunday
Holy One, God, Jesus, Spirit,
breathe on us, comfort us, teach us.
Give us your wisdom
born of relationships of justice, courage and compassion.
Empower us to boldly live your wisdom
in a world not yet ready
for the fullness of your liberation and loving. Amen

DATE FOR THE DIARY

Annual Mass in Clonoghill Cemetery on Wednesday 14th
July at 7.30 p.m.

Annual Killaloe Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine on
Sunday 4™ July 2010, Led by Bishop Willie Walsh. Ceremo-
nies begin at 2:30 p.m.

Killaloe Diocesan Night Vigil to Knock Shrine on Friday
August 6™ 2010. Ceremonies begin at 9 p.m.

Saturday 28th August - An ecumenical pilgrimage to honour
St. Brendan of Birr will take place; it will begin at our own St.
Brendan's church, move to the Methodist church, then to St.
Brendan's Church of Ireland and finish at the old church of St.
Brendan. This pilgrimage is taking place during Heritage
Week.

4™ National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at The
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, on Sunday, September 12"
2010.

Feast Days this Week

Monday 31st - Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This
recalls the visit of Mary to Elizabeth.

Tuesday 1st June - St. Justin, martyr. An early convert to
Christianity, he was martyred around the year 165.
Wednesday 2nd - Saints Marcellinus and Peter. Both were
Roman clergy who were martyred around 303 during the Dio-
cletian persecutions.

Thursday 3rd - St. Kevin - He settled as a hermit in Glen-
dalough, but disciples gathered around him and a monastery
was eventually founded. Kevin died in 618.

Friday 4th - Saints Charles Lwanga and companion martyrs.
22 young Ugandan Christians who were martyred between
1885 and 1887.

Saturday 5th - St Boniface 673-754. An English man who
went to Germany and established a number of monasteries in
Bavaria.

Community News

Feast of the Sacred Heart — June 11" —10.00 a.m.
Mass will be offered for the deceased members of the Pio-
neer Association. Anyone wishing to receive a Silver or Gold
pin at the Mass should contact Nell at 9121107 by June 1.

Busybodies Summer Camp - takes place in Killeen NS
starting on July 5™. Contact Ann on 9121842 for more details.

Eucharistic Adoration Appeal - We are appealing for
people to participate in adoration. The opening times are
Monday-Wednesday 9.00 a.m. - 9.00 p.m., Thursday 9.00
a.m. - 7.00 p.m., Friday & Saturday 9.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m. and
Sunday 2.00 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. Sunday opening restarts on
May 30th. If you can commit to an hour during these times
please contact the coordinator on 087-6961097. Also if you
would like to do an hour without taking on a full-time commit-
ment please contact the coordinator on the above number.

National Catholic Charismatic Conference -18th -
20th June in John McCormack Hall, Athlone Institute of Tech-
nology. Starts Fri 8.00 p.m. and finishes Sun 4.30

p.m. Speakers: Fr. Kieran McDonnell, Fr. Peter McVerry, Sr.
Miriam Duggan. Booking information and accommodation
available from Theresa 0863241269 or 0657084679.

Offaly Carers Association - Thursday 17th June day
Trip from Tullamore to the National Stud for all Carers and
Cared for. Meet 10 am Carers Headquarters Tullamore. Bus
to National Stud followed by guided Tour at 12: 30 pm. This is
followed by lunch and return by Bus to Tullamore. Contact
Tullamore Office to book on 057 93 22920.

Appeal - host families urgently needed for Chernobyl Chil-
dren from 26th June. Contact Herbert on 086-3542727.




