
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A note from the Parish Team 
This weekend the diocesan clerical appointments announced 
by Bishop Walsh come into effect. This means that our Par-
ish Priest, Fr. Tony Cahir, retires after eleven years of ser-
vice. On your behalf, we take this opportunity to thank him 
for his presence, his leadership and care shown throughout 
his time as Parish Priest. We hope that he enjoys his retire-
ment as he settles in his new home in Woodlands. He is not 
disappearing from active duty and will be very much around 
and about in the parish, for which we are very grateful.  
Ad Multos Annos Tony - we wish him, many more years! 
 
Best wishes to Fr. David Carroll who assumes the role of 

Parish Priest this weekend. He is wished every grace and 
blessing in his new role. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Sunday, 29 August, Fr Kieran O'Reilly SMA will be 
ordained Bishop of Killaloe in succession to Dr Willie 

Walsh who is retiring. The ordination will take place in the 
Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in Ennis, County Clare. 
People from across the diocese and elsewhere will gather for 
this day of celebration for our diocese and this weekend we 
pray for our Bishop-elect, our retiring Bishop and our entire 
diocese.  
 

The ceremony will be live on the internet on the Ennis 

parish homepage. This is www.ennisparish.com. If you have 
access to a computer and are in a broadband area why not 
set it up for an older person who would like to see the whole 
ceremony. It begins at 3.00 p.m. 
 

The diocese of Killaloe is named after St Lua, an abbot 

who lived at the end of the 6th century, near the town of 
Killaloe. The patron saint of the diocese is St Flannan, who 
was the first Bishop of Killaloe and is believed to have been 
consecrated bishop in the 7th century. The present diocese 
took shape during the Synod of Rathbreasil in the 12th cen-
tury when all diocesan boundaries were drawn. Some later 
adjustments were made; the diocese takes in part of coun-
ties Offaly, Tipperary, Clare, Laois & Limerick.  
  

What is a bishop?  A bishop is a successor to the Apostles 

and is responsible for the spiritual welfare of the people of 
the diocese of which he is the head, and its administration. A 
bishop must also conform to the general legislation of the 
church and the directions of the Pope. This is just a summary 
of the office of bishop and there is much written about it. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church states that  
"the Good Shepherd ought to be the model and 'form' of the 
bishop's pastoral office." (paragraph 896).  We pray for our 
Bishop-elect  
  

Gracious God, 
You sent your only Son amongst us  
so that we  may come to know you. 

Guide Kieran our Bishop, to act justly 
to love tenderly and to walk humbly 

in your way so that he may make known  
the message of Christ, your Son. 

May Kieran be a faithful servant, a wise teacher, 
preacher of the truth and a gentle shepherd 

to guide our Diocese of Killaloe, 
so that we may journey together  

and praise you day by day.       
Amen. 

Next Friday is the First Friday of the month, Mass in St 
Brendan's Birr will be at 10am and in the Church of the An-
nunciation, Carrig at 7.30pm. Confessions will be available in 
Carrig before Mass. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will 
take place on Saturday morning immediately after Mass, with 
Benediction at 11am. Confessions will be available during 
this time. Calls to the sick and housebound will be at the 
usual times.  
 

Feast Days this Week 
Monday 30th - St. Fiacre - A 7th century Irish hermit who 
settled in France and remained there until his death. 
Tuesday 31st - St Aidan of Lindisfarne - A monk at Iona, he 
was invited by King Oswald to work in Northumbria. His mis-
sion was successful and he died in 651. 
Friday 3rd - St. Gregory the Great  Lived from 540-604; he 
became a monk and then Pope in 590 and despite ill-health, 
he was a great leader and established many missions of 
evangelisation. 
Saturday 4th - St. Mac Nissi - Tradition tells that Mac Nissi 
was baptised by Patrick; he settled in the district of Connor 
and died in the early 6th century. 
 

Community News 
 

A sum of money was found in Newbridge Street recently 

and a camera cover was found in St. Brendan's Church last 
weekend; both can be claimed in the sacristy.  
 

The Priory Institute in Tallaght are offering a pro-

gramme of theology - leading to a qualification which 

can be studied from home using the Institute's established 
network of support. The programmes are designed especially 
for people who may have no previous academic experience. 
Why study theology? It is a positive way of reflecting on what 
is best in our tradition, for the sake of this and future genera-
tions.  For more details see church noticeboards, contact The 
Priory Institute  01 4048124, or visit their website 
www.prioryinstitute.com      
 

Playdays Playschool - Emmet Street, Birr re-opens on 

Wednesday, 1st September. Celebrating 10 years in busi-
ness. Contact 086-4057182 for more details. 
 

Rambles in Eireann -The next outing is on Saturday 4th 

September. Meet at 3.30 pm at Leap Castle for a visit 
to this Ireland's most haunted castle. There will be an admis-
sion charge of € 5 per adult and € 2 per child. 
Details of the annual trip away - this year to Limerick - on 
25th and 26th September will be announced soon. 
 

Offaly Domestic Violence Support are also looking for 

volunteers. If you would like to help Contact Offaly Domestic 
Violence Support Service 0579351796 
 

Birr Community Nursing Unit - Eucharistic Ministers 

are needed for the hospital. Can you spare 1 hour every 5 
weeks? Also volunteers needed on Thursdays from 2.30 p.m. 
To 3.15 p.m. (one in every six weeks) to recite rosary and 
prayers with patients in the oratory at the hospital. Your help 
would be very much appreciated. Please leave your name 
and number at the Parish Office. 
 

Stephanie Power School of Irish Dancing. Adult & 

Kids Classes Re-Commencing Tuesday 7th Sept in the 
County Arms Hotel Birr. Contact: 087-7536332. 
 

Killaloe Diocesan Autumn Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

Bishop Kieran O’Reilly will lead his first Diocesan Pilgrimage 
to Lourdes on Monday 27th Sept returning on Saturday 2nd 
October. The cost for the five days is €660 including return 
flight from Shannon Airport. An extra plane has been char-
tered to meet demand. Bookings for the remaining seats to 
Joe Walsh Tours at (01) 6789926. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

Back To School Time 
St. Brendan’s Boys P.S., Mercy P.S. and Crinkill N.S. re-open 
on Wednesday 1st Sept for all classes 
 

Children’s Liturgy will take place on this Sunday at 

10.30am Mass. Meet at front seat in Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Lord is My Shepherd 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; He leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 

My soul He doth restore again, 
And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 
E’en for His own name’s sake. 

 
 

The Magnificat 
God Fills me with joy, alleluia 

His holy presence is my robe. Alleluia. 
 

My soul now glorify the Lord, Who is my Saviour. 
Rejoice for who am I, That God has shown me favour 

 
 

The world shall call me blest And ponder on my story. 
In me is manifest God’s greatness and his glory. 

 

 
 

Holy God We Praise Thy Name 
Holy God, we praise thy name; 
Lord of all, we bow before thee; 

all on earth thy scepter own; 
all in heaven above adore thee. 

Infinite thy vast domain; 
everlasting is thy reign. 

 

Hark the loud celestial hymn 
angel choirs above are raising; 

cherubim and seraphim, 
in unceasing chorus are raising, 

fill the heavens with sweet accord: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord. 

Sat 28th 7.30 p.m. Paddy Cotter 
James & Margaret Horan 
William & Margaret Murdock 

Sun 29th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Margaret McGlone (MM) 

 12 Noon Josie Lawlor 
Margaret, Patrick & James O’Brien 
Mary Oakley 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Mon 30th 10.00 a.m. Mary Kennedy 
John, Bridget, Sean & Paddy Delaney 

Tue 31st 10.00 a.m. Bridget O’Meara 

Wed 1st 10.00 a.m. Rose Doherty (MM) 

Thu 2nd 10.00 a.m. John & Kathleen Walsh 

Fri 3rd 10.00 a.m. People of the Parish 

Carrig 7.30 p.m.  

Sat 4th 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Camillus Byrne (1st Ann) 
Corrigan Family 
William & Margaret Hegarty, William & 
Margaret Connerton, Bernard 
McDonagh & Patsy Longworth 

Sun 5th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Nora Grennan (MM) 
Peter & Charles King 

 12 Noon Helena Herzog 
Charles Fleury 
Eamon Hensey 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                       Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr 

Church of  
the Annunciation 

Carrig 

Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,544 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 5th September  

                            Donna O’Brien 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 5th September - J. Kirwan & R. Scully 

Your prayers are requested for the repose 

of the souls of 

Bill Cashen, Joe Vaughan, Town-

send St. Rose Doherty, Buncrana, 

mother of Fionnuala Regan,  

Carmel Neavyn, sister of P.J. 

Newsletter sponsors needed. 
If you can help please contact any of 

the priests or the Parish Office. 

Thank You to our Altar Servers who have so 
faithfully served 10.00 a.m. Mass throughout July 
and August. Also gratitude to their parents for their 
constant support. 

Congratulations to Sr. Roberta Delaney 
who celebrates the Diamond Jubilee of her 
profession as a nun. 
 
Congratulations to Revd. Irene Morrow 
who also celebrates her Diamond Jubilee 
as a Methodist Minister. 

The Priests Benevolent Fund is being taken up at all 

Masses this weekend. This fund goes to the aid of sick and 
retired priests. Please be as generous as you can to help 
those who gave many years of dedicated service to our 
diocese. 


