
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminder that the Children's Liturgy takes place on this 
Sunday 31 January at the 10.30am Mass. All are welcome to 
join in. 
 

Eucharistic Ministry and Ministry of the Word (Readers) - 
Anyone wishing to become involved are asked to contact one 
of the priests or the Parish Office. 
 

Catholic Schools Week 2010 runs throughout this week: the 
theme of this year's celebration is 'Catholic Schools - A Light 
for Every Generation' We are constantly challenged to let that 
light shine for the present generation and for future genera-
tions.  
Catholic schools primarily exist to support the growth of the 
human person who is called to live in solidarity with other per-
sons in search of the common good. In a time of economic 
difficulty, it is important not to lose sight of the value of each 
individual.  
 
Next Friday, 5th February is First Friday. Masses will be at 
7.30 a.m. and 10.00 a.m. in Birr and 7.30 p.m. in Carrig. 
 

  Community News 
 

Ramblers in Eireann Sunday 7th February - Day trip visit-

ing Guinness Brewery and Glasnevin Cemetery in Dublin. 
Includes guided tours at both venues.  Cost €38 each in-
cludes all guided tours and travel. All welcome. To book con-
tact Sinead on 086-0548143 after 6pm.  
 

Auction in aid of the HAITI EARTHQUAKE DISASTER will 

be held in Dooly’s Hotel on Sunday 7th February at 5.00 p.m. 
Please come along and support, there will be something for 
everyone. If you would like to donate something to the auc-
tion please contact Paul Owens on 087 1263179  
 

Birr Lions Club are holding a Table Quiz in Dooly’s Hotel 

on Thursday 25th February at 8.00 p.m. All proceeds will go 
to the Haitian Disaster fund. Put the date in your diary. All are 
welcome. 
 

A Remembrance Service for parents who have suffered 

a bereavement through the death of their children, miscar-
riage or stillbirth will be held in the chapel, Portiuncula Hospi-
tal, Ballinasloe on Tuesday 2nd February at 7.30 p.m. 
 

The next Stroke Support Group meeting will be held in 

the Health Centre, Ballinasloe on Wednesday, February 24th 
at 7.00 p.m. 
 

Leaving Certificate French Oral classes starting in 

February. Contact Marie on 9121202 after 6p.m. or text your 
name + Oral to 087-4154983 
 

Services for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People 

Wednesday 3rd & 17th February, at the Old Health Centre, 
Johns Terrace, Birr, from 10am to 1pm.  This is a free service 
where you can get advice about hearing aids, equipment for 
your home to help you hear the doorbell, phone, smoke 
alarm, television.  Contact 057 9351606 for more details. 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 

Monday 1st February is Lá 'le Bríde - St Bridget's Day. St 
Brigid lived around the time of St Patrick and she is known for 
her holiness and generosity. All of us know some story of St 
Brigid - why not mark this great saint's feast day by sharing a 
story about her and saying a prayer to St Brigid. Perhaps you 
could try to make a St Brigid's Cross and as you hang it up, 
say these words: 'May the blessing of God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit be on this cross and on the place where it 
hangs and on everyone who looks on it.'  
To honour the feast day the Mercy Primary School choir will 
sing at the 10am Mass on Monday morning.  
 

Tuesday 2nd February is the Feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord and will be marked by a procession with candles at 
the 10am Mass.  
 

Wednesday 3rd February is the Feast of St Blaise, a bishop 
of the 4th century, he was martyred in Armenia and is the 
patron saint of sore throats and sick cattle.  
Blessing of throats will take place after the 7.30am and 
10am Masses in Birr. There will also be blessing of 
throats at 9.30am in Carrig (no Mass), and at 3pm & 
7.30pm in Birr (no Mass). 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Monday 1st - St. Brigid  
Wednesday 3rd - St. Blaise  
Friday 5th - St. Agatha - died a martyr in Sicily in the third 
century. She is the patron saint of bell-makers. 
Saturday 6th - St. Paul Miki & companions, martyred in Japan 
in 1597, these 26 missionaries were put to death on a cross 
 

  
  
 
 
 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 10.30 a.m.—
11.30 a.m. and at 7.00 p.m. 

Items for the newsletter must be signed and handed in 

or emailed (info@stbrendansbirr.ie) to the Parish Office by 
Tuesday at 12 noon. Please note: priority will be given to 
Charitable/Non-profit organisations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Oh The Word Of My Lord 
 

Oh the word of my Lord, deep within my being, 
Oh the word of the Lord, you have filled my mind. 

 

Before I formed you in the womb, 
 I knew you through and through, 

I chose you to be mine.  
Before you left your motherõs side 

I called to you, my child, to be my sign. 
 

I know that you are very young,  
but I will make you strong: 
Iõll fill you with my word;  

and you will travel through the land, 
fulfilling my command which you have heard.  

 
God Fills Me with Joy 

 

God Fills me with joy, alleluia 
His holy presence is my robe. Alleluia. 

 

My soul now glorify the Lord, Who is my Saviour. 
Rejoice for who am I, That God has shown me favour 

 

The world shall call me blest And ponder on my story. 
In me is manifest Godõs greatness and his glory. 

 

For those who are his friends, And keeps his laws as holy, 
His mercy never ends, And he exalts the lowly 

 
Christ Be Beside Me 

 

Christ be beside me, Christ be before me, 
Christ be behind me, King of my heart. 

Christ be within me, Christ be below me, 
Christ be above me, never to part. 

 

Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, 
Christ all around me, shield in the strife. 
Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, 

Christ in my rising, light of my heart. 
 

Christ be in all hearts thinking about me, 
Christ be on all tongues telling of me. 

Christ be the vision in eyes that see me, 
In ears that hear me Christ ever be. 

Sat 30th 7.30 p.m. May & Brendan Dwane 
Jack & Lily Campbell 
Mick & Ann Scully & daughter Nancy 

Sun 31st 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Sarah Nugent (MM) 
Mary-Jo & Con Garty 
Teresa Scannall & Margaret Mulhern 

 12 Noon Leon Maloney-Coughlan 
Sean & Francis Hogan 
Joe Dooley 

Carrig 9.30 a.m. Tim & Phoebe Turner 

Mon 1st 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m. Denis Carroll 
Timothy & Brigid OôCallaghan & family 

Tue 2nd 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Wed 3rd 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Thu 4th 7.30 a.m.  

 10.00 a.m.  

Fri 5th 7.30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 10.00 a.m. Tim Flaherty 

Carrig 7.30 p.m.  

Sat 6th 10.00 a.m.  

 7.30 p.m. Ciaran & Phil OôBrien 
Barbara Bracken 
Gerry Harte 

Sun 7th 8.30 a.m.  

 10.30 a.m. Billy Kirwan 
Brigid & Kieran Ryan, daughter & sons 

 12 Noon Jimmy & Annie King 

Carrig 9.30 a.m.  

Remembered in Mass this week 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028                                         Parish Mobile: 086 3531955 

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie                                 Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

Priest on duty this week: Fr. David Carroll 

  

Fr. Tony Cahirð057-9120097 

Fr. David Carrollð057-9120098 

Fr. Michael Reddanð057-9121757 

Fr. Pat Gilbertð057-9120098 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10.30 a.m. ï12.15 p.m. 

St. Brendanôs 
Birr  

Church of  
the Annunciation  

Carrig  

Basket Collection Total for last Sunday - û2,430 

 

Carrig Church - Reader for Sun. 7th February -  

                            Laura Smyth King 
                            

Parish Development Fund Counters -  
Sunday 7th February - C. Scully, G. Kearns & T. Hassett 

Sponsored by 
 

County Arms Hotel 

Your prayers are requested for the 

repose of the souls of   

Pat White, late of Newbridge St., 

John OõHanlon, Tullamore 

If you are planning to marry in the Catholic Church, you 
should contact any of the local priests who are best to ad-
vise you on what you need to do. In the Diocese of Killaloe 
you must attend a marriage preparation course that is offi-
cially recognised and at present only ACCORD, 1850 58 
5000 or www.accord.ie or the courses offered by Esker 
Monastery, 091 844549 are acceptable in the Diocese. Al-
low yourself at least six months for preparations before your 
preferred date for Marriage.  

 

A sincere thank you for your  
generosity to the Priests Collection 
that was taken up last weekend.  
Envelopes can still be left into the 
Sacristy or Parish Office. 

Haiti Earthquake Relief Appeal - A very sincere thank 

you for your wonderful generosity to our appeal last week-
end. Over €12,000 was raised and this has been forwarded 
to GOAL, Concern and Trocaire.  

Comhghairdeas - Congratulations  
to those who were married recently   

David O’Grady & Pauline O’Meara,  
Eoghan Regan & Grace Kelly,  

Denis Shine & Stephanie Keogh,  
Darren Gleeson & Naoibh Larkin,  

Óran Daly & Kimberly Hill,  
Daniel McDonagh & Noreen Gray 

Congratulations to all who were Bap-
tised recently and we welcome into 

our community -  

Daniel Bracken, Tomás Murray, 
Alex Doyle, Bébhinn Berube,  
Nigel Ward, Chloe Conneely,  

Isobel DeForge, Leona Hutchinson, 
Killian Larkin, Freya Maher,  

Allie Talbot, Killian Cooke, Ciaran Lowbridge,  
Shane Dillon, Nessa Hogan, Conor Kelly,  
Óisín Dooley, Liam Pearce, Peter Spain, 

 Julia Niesporek, Joseph Gray, Timmy Gray,  
Christy McDonagh, Ella Stokes, Callum Hunt,  

Ali Smyth, Filipe Nunes Do Nascimento, Lauren Hunt, 
Mark Guilfoyle, Sophia Hehir, Donncha Lawless, 

Aimée Kelly, Lex Reeder,  Leona Spain,  
Sharon McDonagh, Patrick McDonagh,  

Adrian McDonagh 


