
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028 Parish House: 057 9121757         

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie        
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

 
Parish Office Opening Hours 

Monday - Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 

Clergy of Brendan Cluster 
Fr. Tom Hogan—087-6446410 

Fr. Arnold Rosney - 087-8598710 
Fr. Michael O’Meara, Kinnitty - 057-9137021 

Remembered in Mass this Week 

Sat 10th  10am  Private Intentions  
 

Sat 10th  7.30pm  Vera Tobin and all deceased             
members of the Tobin Family  
Evelyn Bell, Townsend Street & 
her parents Margaret & Michael 
Pardy 

Sun 11th  8.30am  Private Intentions  

Sun 11th  
Carrig  

9.30am  Ted & Sean Sullivan & deceased 
members of the Sullivan Family  

Sun 11th  10.30am  Elizabeth O’ Meara, Fortal  
Patrick & Margaret O’ Meara  
James Lally, Cul Dara, Dovegrove  

Sun 11th  12noon  Rose O’Sullivan, Westgate (MM) 
Myra & Tommy Wrafter , New 
Road 
Geoff Liffey, Hillside and his           
daughter Helen Liffey  
Gerard & Mary Hoare & their son 
Fintan, Moorpark Street  
Des & Eilleen Talbot, Hillside  

Mon 12th      10am  Members of the Gaynor & Keogh 
Families  
Margaret Doyle, Croghan Road  

Tues 13th       10am  John & Gretta Hynes  
Sarah Murphy, New Road & all     
deceased members of the Murphy 
Family  

Wed 14th  10am  Private Intentions  

Thurs 15th               10am  Peter McGrath, Presentation Place 
Arthur McDonagh, Ferbane  

Thurs 15th  7.30pm  Padre Pio Mass  

Fri 16th  10am John Naughton, Military Road, 
Crinkill (MM) 
Frank & Carmel Egan, Glebe 
Street 
Margaret & Michael Quinn,        
Belmont & sons, daughters & son 
in laws   

Sat 17th  11am  Memorial Mass Mary 
Schierenbeck (née Camon) New 
Jersey & Bulfin Park  

Sat 17th  7.30pm  George Kent, Ballinree, Crinkill 
(MM) 
Noel Coughlan, High Street (1st 
Ann) 
Anne & John Sherlock, Killeen  
Jim & Molly Brien, Pound Street  
Kitty & Joe Dooley, Lisheen  
William & Josephine Kealey, 
Clonoghill Lower  

Sun 18th  8.30am  Private Intentions  

Sun 18th  
Carrig  

9.30am  David Larkin, Lougheen (MM) 
Michael Maher, Clonfinane  

Sun 18th  10.30am  Rita Scully, Fortal  
John Craven, Freagh, Kilcormac  

Sun 18th  12noon  Geraldine Bergin, Emmett Street 
John Claffey, Moorpark Street 
Jacinto Viegas, Sandymount   

Psalter week 2 
 

Parish Finances  
We acknowledge and thank parishioners for their 
generosity and support of the Parish. The amount 
donated week ending 3/4 January was €2,584.00 
 

Tax Back Scheme  
All who donate €250 or above and pay tax can 
avail of a tax back refund for the parish by         
signing the CHY3 form available from the Parish          
office you may signed up previously and it may 
need to be updated 
 

Padre Pio Mass January 15th 2026 @ 7.30pm.  
All welcome 
 

BIRR YOUNG VOICES - For all boys and girls who 
like to sing!  A dynamic multicultural choral          
programme for young people from Birr and Beyond.  
Every Thurs from 15th Jan at Birr Theatre & Arts 
Centre. Ages 8-10 from 4pm-5pm   Ages 11- 15 
from 5pm-6pm Enrolment fee €20 (there is no other 
cost) See www.birrfestivalofmusic.com Or call 087 
2836675 for further information.  
 

Birr Historical Society 
All are welcome to Birr Historical Society's           
upcoming lecture which takes place on Monday 
night, 12th January at 8pm in Dooly's Hotel, Birr. 
(R42 KC56) Professor John Feehan is a Birr native 
who needs no introduction, a renowned geologist, 
botanist,  author and broadcaster, John will speak 
on the topic of “Ireland’s Mushroom Stones – Relics 
of the Midland’s Vanished Lakelands” with              
particular reference to Birr and the surrounding       
area. The Society holds their meetings on the          
second Monday of the month at 8pm and are           
always open to new members. 
 
 

Blood Bank returns to the Marian Hall, Birr 
On  Tues 13th and Wed 14th Jan  from 2.30pm 
to 5.00pm & 7.00pm to 9.30pm                                               
Thurs 15th Jan from 12pm to 2.00pm & 4pm to 
7.30pm 
 

Lusmagh Drama Group Present                              
"SECOND HONEYMOON" By Sam Cree Directed 
By Liam Broderick in Lusmagh Hall on Thursday 
22nd , Friday 23rd & Saturday  24th January at 
8pm.  Booking line opens Friday 17th Jan on 087 
4162169 daily between 6pm - 9pm. 
 

Please Pray for the Souls of 
 

Joe Hanlon, Presentation Place & Ballindarra  
John Taaffe, Rathcabbin & Blackpool 
Seán Sullivan, Buckinghamshire, England, brother of  
Dermot Sullivan, Ballagh 
Carmel Mahon, Coolderry & Birr Community  
Nursing unit, sister of Bernard Ward, Crinkill  
Esther Duffy, Clonmona, Rathcabbin 
Eileen Doyle, Dublin, mother of Evelyn Lynch, West-
gate & sister of the Late Mona Collins  
Joe McCormack,  Lacka & England, brother of  
Bridget Harding & Elizabeth Kennedy, Lacka  

Sr. Eileen - Cúinne 
 

Féile Bhaiste ár dTiarna.                 
Féile Bhaiste ár dTiarna . Ceiliúrfar Baiste ár  

dTiarna Íosa Críost ag Naomh Eoin Baiste in             

abhainn na Iordáinne inniu. Ócáid mhór i stair an 

tslánaithe ab ea é. Chuir Íosa tús lena bheatha 

phoiblí. Leagann na Soiscéil uile béim ar ungadh 

Íosa leis an Spiorad Naomh ag a bhaisteadh. 

Nochtadh an Spioraid Naomh i bhfoirm choilm os a 

chionn agus chualathas guth an Athar ag rá “Is é 

seo mo mhac muirneach. Éistigí leis.” (Matha 3:16-

17) Tá tagairt do na flaithis ag oscailt ag baisteadh 

Íosa i ngach ceann de na Soiscéil. Le cumhacht an 

Spioraid sin chuaigh sé thart ag déanamh na 

maithe agus ag cur as do chumhacht an pheaca. Ó 

thús na hEaglaise tuigtear go bhfuil dlúthbhaint idir 

ár mbaiste agus baiste an Tiarna. Baisteadh sinn 

in ainm na Tríonóide Rónaofa. Is féidir linn 

machnamh ar ár mbaiste agus ar ár mbeatha inniu. 

Is féidir linn ár móideanna baiste a athnuachan 

freisin. Feidhmíonn an Spiorad go ciúin san anam 

ag cabhrú leis an duine maireachtáil de réir an   

tsoiscéil. Mar sin: Tar chugainn, a Naomhspioraid 

Bheannaithe; Comhairligh sinn in am is i dtráth. 

Treoraigh sinn ar ród na beatha seo, is stiúir sinn 

go ríocht na ngrást. Áiméan.  

Feast of the Baptism of Jesus  
Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of  

Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. It 

was an important event in the history of                     

redemption. Jesus began his public life. Each         

gospel lays emphasis on the anointing of Jesus 

with the Holy Spirit at his baptism. The heavens 

were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descend like a dove and alight on him. And a voice 

from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, 

with him I am well pleased. Listen to 

him.” (Matthew 3:16-17) All the gospels refer to the 

heavens opening. With the power of the Holy Spirit 

Jesus went around doing good and thwarting the 

power of sin. From the beginning of Christianity 

there is a close connection between the baptism of 

Christ and our baptism. We were baptised in the 

name of the Blessed Trinity. We can reflect on this 

and on our lives today. We can also renew our 

baptismal vows.  The Holy Spirit works quietly 

helping us to live according to the gospel. Come O 

Holy Spirit, enlighten us in everything we do. Guide 

us on our way through life, and direct us to                

everlasting life. Amen 

Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord  
 

A Question to be Asked  
 

Have you ever asked your parents why they had you  
baptised? Their answer might run something like this:  
 

We were over the moon when you were born.  
You were our first/third/fifth child, and we loved you as 
much as any of our other children.  
 

We were so happy that you had arrived into the world 
safely and we wanted to do the best thing for you.  
So we brought you to the church, thanked God, and 
poured water over you in his name. Mam held you, 
well wrapped up. Dad was very proud and wore his 
best clothes.  
 

Before you were born we had spent some time          
discussing what Christian names we would give you.  
Once we held you we decided, and gave you the 
names by which you would forever be known to us, to 
the world and to God.  
 

We wanted you to be part and parcel of God’s family 
and to have the strengths of Mass and the                  
Sacraments.  We wanted you to have the support of 
our families, of the neighbours and of the parish.  
 

That day we gave you what was most precious to us,  
our love and faith. You were our son/daughter.  
Our ‘favour’ was on you. It still is. Remember that. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THE EIGHT BEATITUDES OF JESUS  
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

 

Blessed are they who mourn,  
for they shall be comforted.  

 

Blessed are the meek,  
for they shall inherit the earth. 

  

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for  
righteousness,  

for they shall be satisfied.  
 

Blessed are the merciful,  
for they shall obtain mercy.  

 

Blessed are the pure of heart,  
for they shall see God.  

 

Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called children of God.  

 

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Sponsored by  
Bernie Cahill Curtain Design 

Please pray for the souls of   
John Joe Richardson, Kilcolman, Birr  
Breda Gaffey (née Parsons), Derrinturn, Carbury, Kildare 
& formerly Crinkill, Birr  
Noel Kenny, Mullingar, husband of Ann Cleary, Riverstown  
Nora Sullivan, Cloughjordan, mother of Ann Marie Gallagher, Seffin 
Avenue  
Breda Mackay, Scotland sister of John Kirwan Bulfin Park  
Jim Dunne, Roscrea, brother of Kathleen Ryan, Killyon  
Joan O’Dwyer, Borrisoleigh, mother of Lorraine Carroll Deputy             
Principal of Killeen N.S  

http://www.birrfestivalofmusic.com

