
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028 Parish House: 057 9121757         

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie        
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

 
Parish Office Opening Hours 

Monday - Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 

Clergy of Brendan Cluster 
Fr. Tom Hogan—087-6446410 

Fr. Arnold Rosney - 087-8598710 
Fr. Michael O’Meara, Kinnitty - 057-9137021 

Remembered in Mass this Week 

Sat 11th  10am  Private Intentions  

Sat 11th  7.30pm James Ryan, Newbridge Street 
Mary O’Connor, Hillside & all       
deceased members of the         
O’Connor family, Main Street  

Sun 12th  8.30am  James & Mary Kemmy,             
Garbally  

Sun 12th   
Carrig 

9.30am  Cronan O’Brien & his parents 
John & Bridget, Kylenamuck  
Ciss & Jack Cashen,                  
Ballykinash  
Pat Cleary, Clonfinane & all      
deceased members of the 
Cleary Family  

Sun 12th   10.30am  William Egan & Family  

Sun 12th    12noon Fr. Tony Cahir, Woodlands 
Park, Birr  
Billy & Anne Burke  
Christina Lally, Fairview & her 
daughter Sophia & son Nuchie  

Mon 13th    10.00am  Private Intentions  

Tues 14th   10.00am  Michael McDonagh 

Wed 15th  10.00am  Patrick & Michael Hutchinson & 
Grand-children 

Thur 16th  10.00am  Private Intentions  

Thur 16th  7.30pm  Padre Pio Mass  

Fri 17th  10.00am  Private Intentions  

Sat 18th  10.00am  Private Intentions  

Sat 18th  7.30pm Christy Pops Kelly & his wife 
Kathleen, Pound Street 
Martin Guilfoyle, Killeen & his 
parents Margaret & William  
Christina & Tom Brereton, 
Clonoghill  
Tony Butler, Moorpark Street 

Sun 19th  8.30am  Private Intentions  

Sun 19th  
Carrig 

9.30am  Dermot Sullivan, Ballagh  

Sun 19th   10.30am  Tom O’Meara, Fortal  

Sun 19th  12noon Frank Watkins,                          
Meadowbrook (1st Ann)  
Cora Kenny, Brendan Street  

Psalter week 3 
 

Parish Finances  
We acknowledge and thank parishioners for their  
generosity and support of the Parish. The amount  
donated week ending 4/5th July was  
€2,731.00 
 

Work on resurfacing the Church 
grounds of St. Brendan’s is ongoing. 
This week the grounds will be open to all 
car traffic.  The week beginning Monday 
July 20th the front section will be closed 
to all car traffic & pedestrians.  Access 
only from Chapel lane.    
 

Annual Concelebrated  Mass of St. Feichin. 
Mass will be concelebrated in St. Feichin’s       
Cemetery, Lackan in Abbey parish on Sunday July 
19 @ 7pm to honour the Patron Saint of Abbey  
parish. Confessions will be heard before Mass. 
Covered seating is available. A cup of tea for all  
after Mass. Everybody is welcome. Those attending 
the Mass should go to Portumna and then on to  
Abbey village (H62 CR62) and follow the signs 
for the Mass  
 
Maintenance work on Carrig Church Grounds 
will continue from Mon 13th to Sat 18th July.  
The Church grounds will remain closed. Thank 
you again for your patience and apologies for 
any inconvenience. 
 

Padre Pio Mass Thursday July 16th @ 7.30pm.  
All welcome  
 

MARY'S MEALS OFFALY are holding a Church 
Gate collection on 18/19th July. Mary's Meals is a 
charity that educates and feeds the poorest of     
children in third world countries, especially in        
Africa, and they are currently feeding almost 3 mil-
lion children. MARY'S MEALS, with just €22 feeds a 
child for 1 school year. (11cent per meal).  Any          
support you can give would be greatly appreciated.  
 

Birr Review 2026 
It's that time of year again when planning for this 
year's Birr Review begins.  If you are a member of a 
local Club or Society, have been married, or         
celebrated a significant wedding anniversary since 
1 November 2025 we would love to include your 
information in this year's magazine.  Please submit 
your details, and photograph to 
"birrreview@gmail.com.    

Sr. Eileen - Cúinne 
 

Smaoineamh na Seachtaine 
 

Sa spioradáltacht Cheilteach bhí ár sinsear 
an–tugtha do Dhia. Bhí paidir ar leith acu do 
gach ócáid. Is iad seo a leanas dhá cheann 
a bhíodh i mbéal an phobail ar son na 
sábháilteachta. 
 

Dia idir mé agus uisce mo bháite, 
Dia idir mé agus tine mo dhóite,  
Dia idir mé agus bás gan chairde, 
Dia idir mé agus taisme bhóthar. Áiméan. 
Crios Chorp Chríost is Muire, 
Ár dtionlacan fan bóthar,  
Nára turas é in aistear, 
Gura leas dúinn gach orlach. Áiméan. 
 

Thought of the Week  
 

According to Celtic Spirituality our                    
ancestors were devoted to God. They had a 
prayer for every occasion. The following are 
two of their prayers for safety: 
 

God between me and the water that may 
drown me,  
God between me and the fire that may burn 
me,  
God between me and death in debt,  
God between me and a road accident. Amen 
May the girdle of Jesus and Mary  
Be around us on our journey 
May we have a safe trip 
And benefit from every inch. Amen 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Reflection  

To love ourselves means to live a life of 
this deep gratitude for our being, and it 

gives sense to the idea of praising God.  I 
don’t think we can praise God unless we 

have learnt to love ourselves. 

To hate ourselves, on the other hand, is 
to hate God.  Whatever pious image we 
may have of God, if we are not capable 
of  loving ourselves, we really hate God; 
and we will express it usually by the way                               

we treat each other. 

The reality that we face, as we learn to 
love ourselves, the reality that we face in                

stillness, can be hard,                                      
but seeing it heals us.  

Lawrence Freeman 

Our Cemeteries  
 

We are most grateful to the  people in our 
Community/Parish that maintain our        
sacred Burial places to such a high 

standard.  The lawn cemetery at 
Clonoghill, the cemeteries at Carrig & 
Lougheen. We acknowledge individual 

families who are most attentive to  
their family graves.  

 

On Passing a Graveyard  
 

May perpetual light shine upon 
The faces of all who rest here. 

 

May the lives they lived 
Unfold further in spirit. 

 

May all their past travail  
Find ease in the kindness of clay. 

 

May the remembering earth  
Mind every memory they brought  

 

May the rains from the heavens 
Fall gently upon them. 

 

May the wildflowers and the grasses  
Whisper their wishes into light. 

 

May we reverence the village of presence  
In the stillness of this silent field. 

 
John O’Donoghue  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Pilgrimage to Rome  

with Fr. Arnold  
 
 

 
 

Join Fr. Arnold for his pilgrimage to 
Rome from April 7th - 13th 2027 

which promises to be a great trip            
encapsulating the spiritual,                  

historical and cultural delights of the 
Eternal City.  Early booking                     

essential. Cost is €1,285 PPS  
 

Please contact                                       
Myriam Tours  057 93 55050                                
info@myriam.ie WhatsApp                           

085 179 2364 
Sponsored by  

Padre Pio Prayer Group   

Please pray for the souls of 
 

 

 TJ Egan, Athlone formerly Birr Garda Station 
 
Brian Carey, Thurles & Dunlaoghaire, Brother-in-law 
of John O’Keeffe, New Road 
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