BIRR PARISH

Parish Office: 057 9122028 Parish House: 057 9121757
Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie

Parish Office Opening Hours
Monday - Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.

Clergy of Brendan Cluster
Fr. Tom Hogan—087-6446410
Fr. Arnold Rosney - 087-8598710
Fr. Michael O’Meara, Kinnitty - 057-9137021

Psalter week 2

Parish Finances

We acknowledge and thank parishioners for their
generosity and support of the Parish. The amount
donated week ending 29/30th November was
€1866.00

December 8th
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Mass Times
St. Brendan’s Birr 10am & 7.30pm
St. Mary’s Shinrone @ 11am
St. Flannan’s Kinnitty @ 7pm

Christmas Mass Bouquets - Tridium Christmas
Mass Bouquets Cards & Individual Mass
Bouquets are now available in the Parish Office.
Christmas Vigil & Christmas Day masses will be
offered for these intentions.

Birr Community Nursing Unit Annual Christmas
Sale of Work & Raffle on Sunday 7" December
1pm-3pm. All Welcome.

EveryDay Miscellaney” Simple thoughts to live
simply by Peig Caverly book on sale in the parish
office €8.00. Proceeds to the mission projects of Sr.
Gay in Brazil, Sr. Mona & Fr. Lorcan Kenny, Uganda
& Fr. John Molloy Peru .

Greater Birr Wind Action Group

Public information evenings with Greater Birr Wind
Action Group to discuss the on-going issue of trying
to protect the Greater Birr Area and the historic town
of Birr itself from further proposed wind
developments. All are very welcome. Meeting in
Ballyegan Hall R42K002 on Monday 8th Dec at 8pm.

Busy Bodies Montessori School Christmas Play
Dec 14th @ in Carrig Hall @ 3pm. All welcome. All

donations on the day will be given to Milford Hospice.

DyslexialLiteracy Workshop for primary school
children from 1% — 6" class. Two highly experienced
primary school teachers who are also trained
dyslexia tutors with The Dyslexia Association of
Ireland. Enrolment evening Tuesday 16™ Dec in
Banagher Community College 4-5pm. This workshop
will run every Tuesday evening 4pm-5.30pm in
Banagher Community College commencing 20™ Jan
2026. email literacyworkshop25@gmail.com
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Private Intentions

Seamus, Triona & Gail Loughnane
Helen (Nelly) Gallagher, Presentation
Place

O’'Meara & Mahon Family

Michael Maher, Crinkill
Florence & William Cooke & their son
Teddy & daughters Margaret & Florence

Matthew Glesson, Lacka

Padraig Gibbons, Glebe Street (1st Ann)
Virginia Duffy, Woodlands Drive

Chris & Seamus Kennedy, Emmett Street
John & Rody Harte, Emmett Square, Birr

Eileen Ryan, Newbridge Street

Paddy, John & Mary Quigley, Cornmarket
Street

Michael & Mary Haverty, Ferbane

Jack & Sadie McKenna, Hillside and
daughter Aileen Ward, Castlecoote

Julie O’Keeffe, Arklow
Christy, Kathleen & Sally Cleary
Willie & Kathlyn Kinsella, Beech Villa

Eileen McCarthy, High Street
(1st Ann)

Eileen McCarthy, High Street

(1st Ann)

Nellie & Gerry Daly, & daughter in law Ann
Daly, Fairview & Cloughjordan

Stephen Stapleton, England

Richard Flanagan, Woodlands

John & Annie Coolahan, Sons Michael,
Paschal & Daniel, daughters Anna &
Margo & grandchildren Mark, Fred & Dean

Private Intentions

Peter Hynes, Castle Gardens & his
father Martin
Joe Billane

Noel Hough, UK & formerly Newbridge
Street, Birr (MM)
Adelaide O’Donoghue, Moorpark Street

Private Intentions

Jack & Ciss Cashen, Ballykinash
Brendan, Sarah & Vincent O’Brien,
Tinnakelly

Eamon (Ned) Sheeran, William Street
(1st Ann)

Mary Wynne, Hillside (1st Ann)

& her husband Gerard & his parents
Matthew & May

Bridget Sheeran, William Street, & all
deceased members of the Sheeran &
Ahearne Family

Liam & Joan McGlone. Seffin

Billy & Phyll Murphy, Emmett Street
Michael & Annie Mannion, Killyon

John & Mary Kearns, Oxmantown Mall
Sean, John & Bridget Horan

Catherine & Anthony Lawlor

Mary & Frank Dunne

Marie & Billy Corboy & deceased

members of the Heffernan & Lawlor
families

Matt De Forge, Townsend Street, Birr & his
Son in Law, James Durrant

Mary & Patrick Connors

Save the Date!

Our Christmas Concert will take place
in St. Brendan’s Church on
Saturday December 13th @ 7.30pm,
featuring a great array of local talent.
Doors open @ 6.30pm.

Tickets are selling fast as we are getting
a great response and are available on
www.midlandsbooking.ie
Birr Theatre Box office 05791-22911
Or Contact the Parish Office
Please note we will be asking that the
Church be vacated after the 5pm Mass to
facilitate preparation for the concert.
Parking in the Church grounds is for
BLUE BADGE HOLDERS ONLY.
There will be a limited number of tickets
available for sale at the main door.

Preparing for
® Sacraments 2026

We welcome the
children from Killeen N.S &
Parish Preparation Programme who will be
participating in 7.30pm Mass,
Carrig N.S. who will be participating in 9.30am
Mass and St. Brendan’s P.S who will be

participating in 10.30am Mass

Advent is a time of waiting and
preparation. The church evokes the
coming of Christ in all its aspects; He
has been on earth before and we
believe that He will be here again.
This season of Advent deepens our
awareness of Christ's presence in
the church today and heightens our
hope and longing for his return.

Dates for Diary

Sunday December 21st

Bambanelli Sunday, we invite you to bring the
figure of Baby Jesus from your family crib to
church for blessing.

Wednesday December 17th

Mercy P.S Carol Service @ 1pm
Reconciliation Service for St. Brendan’s by
Fr. Tom Hannon @ 7.30pm

Sunday December 21st @ 7.30pm

St. Brendan’s Pastoral Area Carol Service

Please pray for Our Dead
Dilly Martin, Lacka, Carrig

Sr. Eileen - ClUinne

Advent

Today is the second Sunday in Advent; the
beginning of a new Liturgical Year. Our
attention is focused on the fulfilment of God’s
plan for us when His kingdom will come. At
Christians we are waiting for God, not some
unknown God but an invisible God who has
revealed himself and is with us always to the
end of time in Christ and the Holy Spirit.
Waiting for God means waiting for the
fulfilment of God’s promise, the coming of
God’s kingdom an eternal kingdom of justice
love and peace. During Advent we ought to
follow the way of the Lord and repent of our
sins so that we can welcome Jesus when He
comes.

We pray: Almighty God in your mercy, be
with us always with the help of the Holy
Spirit. May the season of Advent be a time
of joy, happiness, peace for each of us, our
people and the country. We make our pray-
er through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Patron led consultation process into
proposed Amalgamation of Mercy Primary
NS and St Brendan’s PS Birr

Last week the Patrons representative Aoife
Foley gave a presentation to all staff members
in both schools on a proposal to Amalgamate
both schools.

This could lead to both our town schools joining
together to make a new Co-educational
National School. ( Boys and girls mixed).

The proposal would be for the new school to be
Catholic in denomination and remain under the
Patronage of the Bishop of Killaloe.

The draft timeline on this is September 2027.
I's important to stress that this process of
consultation was led by the Patron at the
request of both Boards of Management and
with support of the Parish.

Both Principals along with Chairpersons have
held numerous meetings and consulted with
Patron and Parish to this point of the process.
The Patron plans to hold a Parent Consultation
Meeting for parents of both schools in January
2026.

Details will be announced prior to Christmas.

In the meantime we ask our parishioners to
please keep both school communities in your
thoughts and prayers as they take the time to
consider the future of their primary schools and
what primary education will look like in Birr in
the next 5/10/ 20/ 50 years.

Sponsored by Birr Town F.C
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