
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BIRR PARISH 
Parish Office: 057 9122028 Parish House: 057 9121757         

Website: www.stbrendansbirr.ie        
Email: info@stbrendansbirr.ie  

 
Parish Office Opening Hours 

Monday - Friday 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 

Clergy of Brendan Cluster 
Fr. Tom Hogan—087-6446410 

Fr. Arnold Rosney - 087-8598710 
Fr. Michael O’Meara, Kinnitty - 057-9137021 

Remembered in Mass this Week 
Sat 15th  10.00am  Paschal Campbell, Rock Lane  

Sat 15th  7.30pm Paddy & Nancy Walsh, New  
Road  

Sun 16th  8.30am  Private Intentions  

Sun 16th  
Carrig 

9.30am  Private Intentions  

Sun 16th  10.30am  Michael & Patricia Fallon, John’s 
Place 
Fiona Guinan, Whiteford & her 
parents Michael & Mary Hogan  
Hugh Doyle, Croghan Road  

Sun 16th  12noon Joe Conroy, Woodfield  
Bernadette Lally, McAuley Drive 
Catherine & William Delaney,            
Miletree & son Billy & daughter 
Kathleen Jones 
Maureen & Noel Reedy, John’s 
Mall  
Bridget Parkinson, The                       
Terrace, Crinkill  

Mon 17th  10.00am  Private Intentions  

Tues 18th  10.00am  Private Intentions  

Wed 19th  10.00am  John Lawlor, Moorpark Street 
Margaret & Willie Hanlon & son 
Richard  & daughter Bernie and 
all deceased members of the 
Hanlon family 

Thur 20th  10.00am  Private Intentions  

Thur 20th  7.30pm  Padre Pio Mass  

Fri 21st 10.00am  Private Intentions  

Sat 22nd 10.00am  Denise Revill, Westgate  

Sat 22nd  7.30pm Bina & Jack Walsh & grandson 
Eoin Eastwood  

Sun 23rd 8.30am Private Intentions  

Sun 23rd 
Carrig 

9.30am  Private Intentions  

Sun 23rd 10.30am Private Intentions  

Sun 23rd 12noon Mark Molloy, Main Street,   
(1st Ann)  
Johnny Hogan & his brother in 
law Paddy Mulrooney, Clonoghill 
Lower  
Jacqueline Quealy, Hillside  

Psalter week 4 
 

Parish Finances  
We acknowledge and thank parishioners for their   
generosity and support of the Parish. The amount   
donated week ending 8/9 August was €2,247.50. 
 

Our new Readers' Rotas for St. Brendan's 
Church are available behind the altar. Please 
collect yours after Mass. A sincere thank you to 
all involved in the Ministry of the Word, for your 
continuing faithful service. 
 

Heritage Week - Tuesday August 18th @ 6pm.  
From Stars to Statue Exploration of John’s Place 
and 3rd Earl of Rosse.  Meeting at Johns Hall, 
John’s Place.  Birr, historian Brian Kennedy 
will lead a walking tour of John’s Place detailing 
the street’s evolution, features of note and 
the key location of the statue of 
the 3rd Earl of Rosse.  
 

One Day retreat to Lough Derg Tuesday August 
18th Includes Holy Mass & Confessions in 
Knock on Monday 17th, overnight stay in Great 
Northern Hotel, Bundoran with evening meal  
included.  Tues Aug 18th travel to Lough Derg 
for one day retreat 10am - 4pm please contact 
the parish office if you wish to travel.                             
 

Shinrone Social Group:  Annual outing to Knock 
will take place on Thursday 20th August 
2026.  Cost €45 includes Bus and Lunch.  Please 
contact Anne Hannon 087 2350549 or Teresa 
Cleary 086 0616137 to book your seat.  
 

Church of the Annunciation Carrig is celebrating 
its Bi-Centenary on Friday September 25th 2026.  
If anyone wishes to be included in the                         
celebrations please contact the Parish office                         
05791-22028.  
 

Pilgrimage to Rome with Fr. Arnold -                   
Join Fr. Arnold for his pilgrimage to Rome from                     
April 7th - 13th 2027 which promises to be a great 
trip encapsulating the spiritual, historical and cultural 
delights of the Eternal City.  Early booking essential. 
Cost is €1,285 PPS Please contact Myriam Tours               
057 93 55050 info@myriam.ie                                  
WhatsApp 085 179 2364 

 

Birr Athletic Club are hosting their 5k road race 
this Sunday morning Aug 16th at 10am, all the 
roads around Syngefield, Clareen road,               
Whiteford and Crinkle will be busy from 9.15am 
until approx. 11.30am and will affect people         
attending mass on Sunday morning,  roads will 
not be closed but there will be delays.  

Sr. Eileen - Cúinne 
 

Beannachtaí  
 

Tá go leor beannachtaí le fáil sa Ghaeilge. Sa 
traidisiún bhí paidir ann do gach ócáid agus do 
gach gné den saol. Seo paidir le rá agus tú ag 
dul amach ag taistil. 
Gur ar choimrí Dé agus na Maighdine Muire 
tú.   Naomh Iósaef, Mac Duach agus Mac    
Dara agus Naomh Peadar do do thabhairt 
abhaile slán. Áiméan. 
 
In the Irish language there were prayers for 
every occasion and for all aspects of life. This is 
a prayer for a safe journey. 
May God and the Virgin Mary protect you. Saint      
Joseph, Macduach, Macdara and Saint Peter 
bring you home safely. Amen 
 

Beannú na gCéadfaithe, Naomh Fursa 
atá againn ón seachtú haois déag.  

 

Go raibh cuing reachta Dé ar an ngualainn 
seo, Go raibh fiosrú an Spioraid Naoimh ar 
an gceann seo, Go raibh comhartha Chríost 
san éadan seo, Go raibh éisteacht an Spio-
raid Naoimh sna cluasa seo, Go raibh bolta-
nú an Spioraid Naoimh sa tsrón seo, 
Go raibh amharc mhuintir neimhe sa bhéal 
seo,  Go raibh obair eaglais Dé sna lámha 
seo, Go raibh leas Dé agus na gcomharsan 
sna cosa seo, Agus gura le Dia, Athair uile, 
an duine seo. Áiméan 
 

Blessing for Understanding and           
Perception of Saint Fursey  

 

The arms of God around my shoulders, 
The touch of the Holy Spirit upon my head, 
The sign of Christ’s cross upon my                  
forehead, 
The sound of the Holy Spirit in my ears, 
The fragrance of the Holy Spirit in my        
nostrils, 
The vision of heaven’s company in my eyes, 
The conversation of heaven’s company on 
my lips, 
The work of God’s Church in my hands, 
The service of God and neighbour in my 
feet, 
A home for God in my heart, 
And to God, the Father of all, my entire            
being, Amen 

Blackberry Picking  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Late August, given heavy rain and sun  
For a full week, the blackberries would ripen.  
At first, just one, a glossy purple clot  
Among others, red, green, hard as a knot.  
You ate that first one and its flesh was sweet  
Like thickened wine: summer's blood was in it 
Leaving stains upon the tongue and lust for  
Picking. Then red ones inked up and that  
hunger Sent us out with milk cans, pea tins,  
jam-pots.  
Where briars scratched and wet grass bleached 
our boots.  
Round hayfields, cornfields and potato-drills  
We trekked and picked until the cans were full  
Until the tinkling bottom had been covered  
With green ones, and on top big dark blobs 
burned Like a plate of eyes. Our hands were    
peppered With thorn pricks, our palms sticky as                
Bluebeard's.  
We hoarded the fresh berries in the byre.  
But when the bath was filled we found a fur,  
A rat-grey fungus, glutting on our cache.  
The juice was stinking too. Once off the bush The 
fruit  fermented, the sweet flesh would turn sour. I 
always felt like crying. It wasn't fair  
That all the lovely canfuls smelt of rot.  
Each year I hoped they'd keep, knew they would 
not.  Seamus Heaney 

 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SONGS OF TRAVEL & HOME  
Sunday 16th August - 3.00pm 
St. Brendan’s Church of Ireland, Oxmantown Mall, Birr 
Baritone Pascal Kennedy and pianist Sophie Ward take a 
journey through the rich storytelling of Art Song.             
Including Vaughan Williams ‘Songs of Travel’ and Irish 
songs from Herbert Hughes, Thomas Moore, and poetry of 
W.B. Yeats. Tickets €15 (+booking fee) - Children free.  
www.birrfestivalofmusic.com 
 

EUROPEAN MEDICAL STUDENT ORCHESTRA -                          
110 MUSICIANS & CHOIR- Tuesday 18th August - 
8.00pm (duration 75 mins) St. Brendan’s R.C. Church,  
Wilmer Road, Birr The European Medical Student             
Orchestra (70) & Choir (40) come together in a different 
country each year to give 3 extraordinary concerts - this 
year in Dublin, Galway and Birr! The programme includes           
Debussy’s ‘La Mer’, Bill Whelan’s ‘Riverdance’, and choral 
works from John Ritter and Laura Sheils (Birr) Tickets €20 
(+booking fee) www.birrfestivalofmusic.com Proceeds to 
Offaly Hospice. 

Sponsored by  
Anonymous  

Please pray for the souls of 
 

Tracey Philomena McDonagh, Middle Road, New 
Houses, Banagher   
Mona Harris (née Cleary), Tottenham, London,                         
formerly Clonfinane, Carrig, Sister of the late Pat Cleary,              
Clonfinane, Carrig  
Helen Ryan, Glasshouse, Shinrone & Community Nursing Unit  
Fr. Michael Walsh C.S.SP, Kinnitty & Zambia 
Pat Corcoran, Rahan, Father of Fiona Corcoran staff of                
St. Brendan’s Community School 
Padraig Horan, Banagher, father of Cathal Horan, Whiteford & 
former staff member of St. Brendan’s Community School  

http://www.birrfestivalofmusic.com
http://www.birrfestivalofmusic.com

